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Selznick Plan to Musicalize ‘Wind 


For Pictures Distresses Many Negroes f 


Announcement that David O. Selz- + 


nick _ to remake as a musical | 


his one With the Wind,” as de- | 
tailed exclusively im last week’s 
“Variety,” is reported to have caused 


some consternation among leaders of 
the Negro race, who often speak of 


this film as second only to “The 
Birth of a Nation” in its adverse} 
effects upon the prestige of the} 
Negro 


L. W. Reddick, Negro official of 
the New York Public Library, re- 
cently compiled information on the 
treatment of Negroes in films, it be- 
ing the point of his recent booklet 
the subject that the persistent 
as slave-serv- 


on 
portrayal of Negroes 
ants, menials and illiterates catered 
to white snobbishness and did great 
damage to the aspirations of the 
race 

Incidentally, the 
stein, 2d, satire on 
stereotypes by writers, 
in his special lyrics, “Ol’ Man 
thor,” which was introduced at the 
recent Writers’ War Board meeting 


(Continued on page 25) 


CALLED FASCIST, N. Y. 
NEWS BARS ELLA LOGAN 


Ella Logan’s name has been re- 
ported banned from further mention 
in colymns of the New York Daily 
News following singer’s reference to 


Hammer- 
racial 


Osca! 


use of 


the tabloid and its publisher. Capt. 
J. M. Patterson, as “Fascist.” 
Word went around from head- 


quarters to all branches of the paper, 
according to the report, to keep Miss | 
Logan’s name out of sheet until fur- 
ther notice, as result of remarks re- 
portedly made in a brief interview 
between the singer and Julia 
Carthy, feature writer on the 
terson sheet. 

According to Miss Logan, Miss 
McCarthy came to see her last week 
regarding a feature story about Gls 
on the “forgotten” Italian front. 
Miss Logan returned to New York 
recently after a four-month tour of 
Italy with a USO-Camp Shows 
variety unit. Interview had hardly 
gotten under way, said Miss Logan, 
when Miss McCarthy asked her 
Opinion of the News. Figuring the 
query was off the record. says Miss 
Logan, she answered that the “pro- 


Pat- 


fascist” air of the publication, espe- | 


cially the editorials, frightened her. 


They frightened our troops at the 
front too, she added. 
When, according to Miss Logan, 


Miss McCarthy remonstrated, stating | 


that her publisher Capt. Patterson 
was merely anti-Administration, and 
defending him with remark that he 
was a big hero in the last World 
War, Miss Logan replied “that this 
was a different war. Whereupon, 
aons to Miss Logan, Miss Mc- 
arthy got up, saying: “If we're a 


bunch of fascists, I can’t do an in-} 


terview with you,” 
Miss McCarthy, when 
confirmed incident, giving a 
What different version of it. 
She was invited by Miss 


(Continued on page 23) 


and walked out 


Logan's 


as contained | 


Au-|- 


Mc- | 


queried, | 
some- | 
Stated | 





Mercer’s Positive Accent | 


Feb. 6 
made 


Hollywood, 

As with Moss Hart, who 
psychoanalysis pay off with 
“Lady in the Dark” play, Johnny 
| Mercer’s “Accentuate the 
tune was born of a similar situation 
when the songsmith went to a 
psyeho for professional purpose 

He was given the spiel that “you 
must accent positive thoughts, elimi-| 
nate negative ideas,” etc., and from| 
this Mercer hatched the now rhyth- 
mic song hit 


Pitt Amus. Fear 
36 Flood Repeat 


Feb. 6 
niteries, 


Pitisburgh, 
theatres and 
memories of the 1936) 
flood, are taking no chances on a 
possible 1945 recurrence. They have 
already started to haul out of the 
basements and cellars everything 
that’s removable or can be spared 
at the moment. 

Flood warnings have been preva- 
lent here for last six weeks, and 
forecasters look for big overflows if 
heavy rains accompany the eventual 
meltings of heaviest snows around 


(Continues on willscnadl 20) 


‘German-Titled | US. Pix 


Downtown 
; With costly 





Washington, Feb. 6. 

While Government officials be- 
lieve that the German theatre piay- 
ing time will be about evenly divid- 
ed between American, British and 
Russian films, understood that the 
Office of War Information has cued 
U. S. film producers to rush films | 
with German titles in view of the} 
Russian sweep. Plan is to have 
product ready to go into Germany ! 
along with Russian or other films. 

Recalled that when the truce with | 
Hungary was signed in Moscow, the | 
Russians retained control over all} 
means of communication, press and} 
radio—particularly pictures, 

Understanding. several months 
|ago, as reported in “Variety,” was 
| that a specific schedule would be 
worked out among the Allied powers 
i'for the allocation of playing 
in Germany on an equitable basis. 
| This understanding was lated to 
cover French films 





also 


Earl Carroll Plans 
‘Largest’ Filmery 

| Hollywood, Feb. 6 

Earl Carroll plans to build 
“largest” cinema in the world in 
| Hollywood 

It would be on 
to his cabaret-theatre utilized 
as parking space for the nitery’s 
Building can’t happen un- 
of course. 


the site next door 


now 


| patrons. 
i til after the war, 


his | 


Positive” | 





SPECIAL HOC 
AT nt WOL 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


| et 























en 


A bed-to-bed network designed to | 


bring maximum entertainment on a 
round-the-clock basis to hospitalized 


war vets is currently in the process 
| of formation 

The Armed Forces Radio Serv- 
lices, whose contribution via the 


the 


shows 


shortwaving and recording of 
|nation’s top commercial air 
to the global battle fronts has been 
cne of the major hypoes to GI 
morale in World War II, is thus 
| initiating the newest phase of its 
radio activities. which will extend 
into the postwar era of veteran re- 
| habilitation. 

Just as the AFRS set up 
“mosquito network,” which has pen- 


| etrated into the most remote jungle 


areas in order to reach all of the 
fighting forces, so, too, is it now 
blueprinting a plan to assume its 
| part, side by side with the medicos, 
| in helping the wounded along 
|} road to recovery. 

Thus the bed-to-bed network being | 


ee on page 23) 


Cancelled Talent 
Via Coal Crisis 


} 





Rushed by OWI for Reich 


time | 


the | 


| permission 


Parade of talent cancellations be- 
cause of the critical fuel situation 
seems likely to-spread because of 
possible closings of theatres and 
niteries throughout the 16 states af- 
fected by the coal shortage. 

Coupled also with tangled transit 


order curbing use of coal has been 
augmented by one from the War 
Production Board banning use of 
| natural gas for cooking and heating 
purposes in amusement operations 
in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Vir- 
| Sinia, Kentucky, District of Colum- 
|bia and parts of Maryland. Edict 





| 


| doesn’t apply te towns using arti- | 


a four- 
items, 
went 


ficial gas only. In addition, 
|day freight embargo on all 
|except coal and war goods. 
into effect Saturday (3). 

First wave of talent cancellations 
came in Buffalo when a local con- 
| servation order clamped an 11 p.m. 
| curfew on all amusements. Three of 
the largest boites in town, McVann’s, 
|Chez Ami and Town Barn, imme- 
| diately paid off the show and an- 
| nounced intention of staying closed 
for the duration of the emergency 

Erno Rapee, on a concert tour with 
a symphony orch of 75 musicians, 
had to cancel dates in Hartford, De- 
| troit, Cincinnati, Dayton and Cleve- 
land. Loss to Rapee comes to ap- 
| proximately $15,000 
ert Saturday in Buffalo to a 
house in an unheated audi- 

Outfit was given special 
to play the date as it 
was already there. Last week, fuel 


(Continued on page 25) 


a conc 
small 
torium 


its | 


the | 


Seen Spreading 


problem, Solid Fuel Administration’s | 


The orch gave| 








Clare Luce Chills Airer 


That Clare Boothe Luce ail 
deal for Textron, at an approximate 
$2,000 a week, now appears cold. 
Program was skedded tS bow in on 
Mutual late this month 

Reported that the Congresswoman- 


playwright did a burra when the 
network sent out a release which 

hit the coast-to-coast wire services 
before the paeit was signatured 

|Agency on the deal, J. Walter | 
| Thompson, was also reported miffed 
| over the premature handling 


40 Will Tour 


With Met Opera 


| Largest touring 
will be that of 
| Opera Co., 
early in April. 
strong, including barbers and hair~ 
dressers, and will require 20 baggage | 
cars. 
the direction of Sol Hurok. It’s been 


Stage attraction 


ario of the Met. 


The Met has played out-of-town 
annually in the spring but this sea- 
son the tour will be more extended. 
it being the idea of Edward Johnson, 
the outfit’s general manager, to pop- 
ularize the Met in the hinterland. 
For that purpose the company will 
be seen at at least four more stands 
| east of the Rockies for the first time. 








| For a number of years Saturday | 


|matinees of Met opera have been | 


|} broadcast (eurrently on the Blue 
Network), sponsored by the Texas 
| Co. (Texaco). 


It's understood that Hurok will 
have backing from the radio spon- 
sor but it’s anticipated the tour will 
be financially secure because, while 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Conducted by 


Phil Spitalny 





show | 


the Metropolitan | 
which goes to the road | 
Troupe will be 400 | 


Part of the tour will be under | 


his big hope for years to be ) nee | 
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' War Dept., CBS Draw Severe Censure 


) From Catholics on Religious Issue 


-# The Columbia Broadcasting 


oVs- 
| tem and the War Dept. have come 
| in for severe censure from Catholie 
| periodicals as the result of the Jan. 


21 broadcast of “Radio Reader's Di- 


gest.” Incident involved was the 
relating of a story concerning a 
Catholic soldier who, in the absence 


of a priest, made his “confession” to 
a rabbi with the latter’s consent 


Script for the broadcast was 
cleared by the War Dept., which 
provoked the following comment 
from the Catholic Review, published 


in Baltimore: 


“It should be said that judging 
| from the action of the War Dept. in 
clearing: the story, there is need for 
more intelligence in the Public Re- 
lations division of the War Dept.’ 

Under the heading “Inexcusable 
Insult.” The Tablet, Catholic weekly 
published in Brooklyn, stated 
27) 

“It is difficult to find any excuse 
to justify the Columbia Broadcasting 
System for permitting its facilities 

(Continued on page 47) 
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TOMMY DORSEY TO SOLO 
WITH STOKI’S SYMPH 


Tommy Dorsey will join the ranks 
of jazz maestri who have gone tem- 
porarily longhair, like Benny Good- 
man, when Dorsey appears as solo- 
ist with Leopold Stokowski and his 
New York City Symphony Feb. 15 
at City Center, N. Y. 

Dorsey will play the Concerto for 
Trombone and Orchestra written by 





Nathaniel Shilkret. Performance 
will mark concerto’s premiere as 
well as Dorsey’s longhair debut 


Likely that Dorsey’s band will sit ir 
with the Center symphony, under 
Stoki’s direction, for the perform- 
ance. Concerto, in three movements, 
is mainly a serious work with jazz 
rhythms. First two movements are 
in classical vein with a little touch 
of jazz. Last movement goes straight 
boogie-woogie, 
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Pic Biz Outgallops 


In Jobs, Earnings Since the War 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Number of persons employed in 
the motion picture biz and their| 


total earnings have climbed steadily | 


during the war years, according to 
as just completed by the De- 


rvey 


partment of Commerce. Survey 
shows that pic biz, including the ex- 
hibition end, thas outdistanced 
other recreations and amusem< 
combined in recent years, 

One prediction in the report is 
that the combined employees in rec- 
reation and nusement will prob- 
ably jump by 20,000 by the yea 
1948 

Figures show that in 1929, 141,000) 
persons were employed in all 


branches of pictures, including the- 


atres. This dipped to a low of 118.,- 
000 in 1933, but has been climbing 
steadily since. In 1940, it reached} 
172.000: in 1941 it mounted to 183,000. | 


It jumped to 193,000 in 1942 and hit} 


the all-time peak of 206,000 in 1943. | 
Figures for 1944 are not yet avail-| 
able. 

Total employed in all other} 
amusement and recreation services 


stood at 238,000 full-time people in 
1929. It bumped the bottom in 1933] 
with 127.000. By 1943, it had come 


back only to 197,000, or 9,000 less 
than pictures. This is significant be- 
cause other amusement and recrea- 
tion services employed almost 100,000 


more than pictures in 1929. Picture | 


employment is now well ahead of} 
1929 while other recreations and} 
amusements have fewer workers| 


than at that time. 
$304,000,000 In '29 

In 1929, pictures paid out $304,- 
000,000 in wages and salaries. The} 
low was $222,000,000 in 1933. In, 
1942 the figure mounted to $408,000.- | 
000 and in 1943 jt broke all records| 
with $455,000,000. 

Other amusements and recreations | 


paid out $300,000,000 to full-time em- | 


All Other Amus. 





2,000 for Foxhole 
Circuit This Year, 


Phillips Tells USO 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Increased demands for ¢ ertain- 
nent by our armed forces overseas 
vill find around 2,000 performers 
ig the “Foxhole circuits” this 
vear against 1,890 entertainers tak- | 
ing part in 1944, Lawrence Phillips, | 
exec v.p. of USO Camp Shows, told | 


those attending the fourth anniver- 





sary of the United Service Organiza- 


tions at the Hotel Sherman yester- | 
day (5). 

Phillips said that units of the 
camp shows organization have 
played to more than _ 104,000,000 


American servicemen both here and 
abroad since its inception. He de- 
scribed USO Camp Shows as “the 
largest amusement_business that the 
living stage has ever known.” 
Around 177,500 performances have 
been given overseas, he stated, and 
more than 100,000 men stationed in | 
this area have had volunteer enter- 





tainment brought to them in hos- 
pitals and camps by the Chicago 
committee. 

USO’s N. Y. Luncheon 
Continuance of USO for at least 
two years after the war was sug- | 
gested by USO head Chester I. | 


Barnard at anniversary 
New York, Monday (5). 
was made to USO-Camp Shows, 
USO’s theatrical branch, as a GI 
morale builder, with Abe Lastfogel, | 
Camp Shows head, given 














148th 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


WEEK ! 


“It’s terrific! It's colossal! It's gi- 
gantic! Koy, what a show!” ° 
JIMMY “Schnozzle’ DURANTE. 











|of January 


luncheon in | 
Tribute | 


chief | 


USO LEGIT DEPT. PLANS 
FOUR SHOWS A MONTH 


Legit department of USO-Camp 


| Shows is now pointing its production 


schedule towards four shows a 
month, two musicals and two dramas, 
execs feeling they can thus conform 
to Army demand for shows 
Starting now are second companies 
of three shows, “Girl Crazy,” “Night 
16” and “Ten Little In- 
dians,” while Coast office is readying 
en of hele. wean 


RED CROSS MEETINGS 
N. Peter Rathvon, national chair- 
a of the film industry’s Red Cross 
War Fund Week for 1945, last week 


” 


credit for job Camp Shows has done. | set a series of industry meetings in 


Lastfogel, 


liam Morris Agency, has devoted 


ployees in 1929 and only $277,000,000| Practically all his time to the USO 


in 1943. 

The overall average earnings for | 
all branches of pictures was $2,160 
in 1929. It climbed only slightly to 
$2,210 in 1943. 
had average earnings of $1,259 in| 
1929 and reached a peak of $1,404 in| 
1943. 

The Commerce Department siitees' 
a detailed breakdown for 1942. It | 
shows that the 193,000 full-time | 
people in the industry that year 
were divided as follows: 142,000 in 
theatres, 45,000 in production and 
distribution; and 6,000 in motion pic- 
ture service industries, 

The average earnings in produc- 
tion and distribution were $4,393 in 
1942, so high that these 45,000 per- 
sons earned $197,000,000 of the indus- 
try’s total payroll of $408,000,000. In 
other words, the studios and ex- 
changes pay out close to 50% of all 





Other amusements | 


| outfit since its inception. 


who also heads the Wil- | key cities of nine exchange areas to 


be held later this month. 
Opening meeting in New York is 
scheduled Feb. 19. 





GENIUS WITH 


By FRANK 


The reigning talent of Hollywood 
today is Preston Sturges, creator of 
| hilariously off-center stories, who 
has given the screen its healthiest 
shaking up since the talkies. Gifted 
with a sense of fantasy that has been 
compared favorably to Disney’s, the 
only time Sturges comes anywhere 
near the beaten track is when he 
jumps across it. There's probably a 
close connection between this and 
his income, $250,000 a year. 

Sturges is the man who found 
Hollywood's old slapstick gathering 











the salaries and wages, although 
they 
the employees in the industry. 





Bogart Defends Political 
Views in Satevepost 


Actor Humphrey «Bogart defends 
his political activities during the last 
Presidential campaign in a_ piece 
titled “I Stuck My Neck Out” in the 
Feb. 10 issue of the Satevepost. 

Bogart says he doesn't understand 
why he should be either praised or 
condemned fo. behaving like the 
average voter and opposes the theory 
that mixing in politics would hurt 
his pictures at the b.o. 


e e 
Gigli Cleared 
Rome, Feb. 6. 

Beniamino Gigli, the operatic 
tenor, was cleared of collaboration 
with Nazis and Fascists by newly 
appointed Council of Musicians 
over the weekend. Former New 
York Metropolitan Opera star had 
been accused several times of sing- 
ing at receptions and parties for 
Axis officials, and finally asked ex- 
amination of his case by Council, 
stating his “enemies were maneuver- 
ing to blackmail me.” 

Council cleared Gigli completely. 








Pic to Recruit GI Nurses 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Campaign to recruit Army nurses 
will be emphasized in “Flight Nurse,” 
added by John Considine to his in- 
dependent production program to 
follow “Seven Letters to Boys 
Town” and “SS. Gripsholm.” 
Film will be based on a story by 
Hearst. sports ag Bob Con- 


ae 


number less than 25% of all) 


dust in the closet, polished it up, 
added some wild refinements all his 
jown and in five years has whacked 
out a series of eight zany comedies 





from “The Great McGinty” through 
|The Lady Eve” and “Miracle of 
, Morgan’s Creek” down to his most 
recent outburst—‘Hail the Conquer- 
ing Hero,” 

The one-man assembly unit 
wrote, directed and (‘in all but 
name) produced these assaults 
upon national sanity is¢a_ solidly- 
built six-footer who rides around in 
an Austin somewhat shorter than his 
three-year-old son’s express wagon. 
When he wants to call his secretary, 
he disregards the interoffice com- 
munication gadget and punches the 
rubber bulb of an ancient automo- 
bile horn. His golden Academy- 
award Oscar stands on a table be- 
hind him, while the place of honor 
on his desk is held by a foot-high 
statuette of a horse’s hindquarters. 

Sturges has probably caused the 
Hays office more gray hairs than 
any other man in Hollywood, but 
has won battle after battle by the 
device of obeying the letter while 
violating the spirit of almost every 
tenet in the code. Sin must not be 
made attractive, says the Hays of- 
fice; evil-doers must be punished 
and the good must triumph. 

In “The Great McGinty,” Sturges’ 
prinicipal character began a politi- 
cal career by managing to vote 37 
times in one election. Ultimately he 
became governor of the state and, 
under the influence of love and 
high office, attempted to put through 
the first honest deal of his life. For 
this he was pilloried, discredited, 
broken. The moral, or immoral, of 
this fable was all too clear, but when 
the Hays lads protested, Sturges 
cited the code, reminding them that 
evil-doers must. be 


who 














punished., A 


A SLAPSTICK 


S. NUGENT 


crook like McGinty 








couldn't remain 


in office, could he? 
A Blonde 
His Trudy Kockenlocker of Mor- 
gan’s Creek was a_ soldier-struck 


blonde who went to a canteen dance, 
hit her head on the chandelier while 
jitterbug8ing and awoke next morn- 
ing with a fuzzy recollection of hav- 
ing married a Private Ratzky-some- 
thing the night before. As Ratzky- 
something had been shipped out 
meanwhile, Trudy was left not only 
in the lurch but in—as it gradually 
developed—a most embarrassing 
condition for a girl without a ring, 
a license or even the correct spell- 
ing of her husband’s name. The 
typically Sturges solution was to 
have Trudy produce sextuplets, a 
maternal gesture so magnificent 
that no one would dream of asking 
its heroine whether she was prop- 
erly licensed. 

The Hays office was suspicious but 
stymied. After all, Trudy was mar- 
ried. Sturges asked—wasn’t 
this essentially a sermon against 
hasty, ill-advised wartime romances? 
“But the happy ending!” protested 
the censors. “Happy?” chided 
Sturges. “Can you believe the aver- 
age American girl wants to have 
sextuplets?” The censors shuddered 
and let the picture pass. 

Sturges is probably the only man 
in Hollywood who was raised to be 
a genius. His mother was Mary 
Desti, close friend and biographer 
of Isadora Duncan, the dancer whose 
barefoot performances and barefaced 
flouting of conventions—including 
the matrimonial—had made her the 
sensation of two continents. 

Taken abroad before he was old 
enough to toddle, young Preston 
(born Edmund Preston Biden) was 
exposed to culture almost to the 
point of indecency. At five he was 
studying piano and violin, painting 
and sculpture. During the opera 
season he was put to bed in the after- 
noon so that he would be wide- 
awake for the evening performances. 
He was made to wear a_ short 
Grecian tunic with red velvet knee 
breeches, a round skull cap and 
pumps. 

It was in this outfit that he rode 
a bicycle through Chicago's streets 
for a memorable first day at Dr. 
Coulter's: sehool after ‘his mother’s 

'. (Continued on page 23) 





while | 
| not overtaxing reduced legit staff. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+ By Frank Scully Heeeeseresesrees 


Boot Camp, Cal., Feb. 2. 
Jack Pulaski, 


o “Variety,” New York City. 
Jacques, inon frere: 


Having punched my nose through a paper bag, only to have Annie 
Laurie’s little boy Joe step on it, I'm not making a move in the future 
without first asking my way around. 

What I want to know is, do you know this guy Ibee? I mean do you 
know him well enough to pull his long ears and call him by his firs: me? 
He’s been writing reviews in the paper for so long a legend is going 1 e 
fermented rounds that “Variety” got him on a trade-in from the Keith-Ibee 
circuit when the pure feud law was shelved. 





I just heard a layoff, who hadn’t worked since 
Pastures” would flop, sounding off about this guy Ibee. He vanked « t 
a review of “On the Town” ‘hidden on Page 162 of the Anniversary 
Number) and was peddling it for two passes to Breakfast at Bren: 

“Look at this,” he said, reading from the vet 
over but the impression is that ‘On the Town’ does not qualify for Broad- 
way.’ Why, the guy writes riddles while hinting that Metro RKO, 
in backing two Yale boys on this show, were not quite bright. The paper 
once had a cold-pan guy named Joe (Whadyerknow?) Bigelow who hosed 
“Green Pastures” and himself into eminence and made a bum out of me. 
But this guy Ibee is crazy if he thinks his bloomer will do as much for him. 

““Variety’ keeps a boxscore of critics. Writers of ‘No Opinion’ reviews 
are not shot but hung in the public square. Well, The Great Ibee kicked 
this one, so if he chalks up a ‘Wrong’ he should be sentenced to catch 
westerns till vaudeville comes back. If this review aint a blank what is it?” 


“Variety” said “Green 


review, “this one should get 


and 





| . Well, Jack, this groaner went on and on. He pulled out a clipping of a 
| full-page ad of the show with its first week’s gross, pinned Ibee’s notice 
to the ad, wrote “Nuts—Gen. McAuliffe” across the review, added a clip 
from the Jan, 24 issue, which admitted “the new musical is doing cleanup 
biz, with talgings close to $36,500 again last week,” and said he was 
going to p the whole business.in Ibee’s hat. And then he threw a 


curve that broke every window in the men's room. 

“You want to know some Inside Stuff Legit that Drew Pearson don't even 
know?” 

“Doesn't,” I said. 

What?” he said. 

“Doesn't,” I said, “not don’t. 
his ‘person and number’.” 

“Well, do you want to know somethig or don’t you?” 

“Sure,” I said. 

“Well, that Ibee is supposed to be the Burns Mantle of 46th sireet. The 
Great Pulaski. Sees all. Knows all. But after this review he's a Merkle.” 

But don't worry, Jack. As with the producer of “Lightnin’,” “The First 
Year,” “Three Wise Fools,” and you and me, silence is Golden. 

Your devoted public, 


Even Pearson’s verbs have to agree with 


Frank Scully 
(The Left Wing Coolidge.) 


Poets Corner, Cal., Feb. 2. 

California finally has a talent problem that’s a pip. The state legis- 
lature can’t find a poet laureate to succeed the late John Steven McGroarty, 
McGroarty was a poet who ran a Mission Play into 3,000 performances. 
Every legislator has a favorite poet, but no poet has a full paid-up lob- 
byist and you can't get anywhere these days without a press agent for your 
cause and a “suppress” agent for your lobbyist. 

The state is lousy with poets. Some of them, like Robinson Jeffers and 
Hildegarde Flanner, work at practically nothing else. Others like Mike 
Shore write singing commercials. Some like Curley Fletcher, author of 
“Strawberry Roan,” sell horse feathers at rodeos on the side. But the 
smartest of them are around the studios and come out every Thursday 
for their checks. 

The late Don Marquis when asked what he was doing at a siudio said, 
“Writing poetry for $1,000 a week.” Since then the pay has more than 
doubled for sonneteers who can break it up into dialog. Morrie Ryskind 
wrote a slender volume of verse titled “Unaccustomed As I Am” and 
remains unaccustomed to a sale, but he’s a $2,500-a-week man around 
the studios. Gene Fowler, whose Rabelaisian rondelays must be printed 
on asbestos, and at his own expense, is also rated a $2,500-a-week man 
around the studios. Ogden Nash, whose verse shows a pash for Ogden 
Nash, is also way up there with the four little so-and-so’s he wrote about 
who became bankers. Dorothy Parker has a $2,500 studio rating too, and 
actually has made a lot of dough out of her verses. 

It seems that among’ these and the hundreds of poets who are worth 
from $150 to $1,500 a week on the hoof, that someone could be dispatched 
to Sacramento to get one of them named poet laureate. What seems to 
hold the poets back is not so much that the job does not pay but that it 
does not even guarantee publication. One guy buttonholed Actor-Assem- 
blyman Albert Dekker with a proposition. “I can get a WPB release on 
paper,” the poet told Dekker, “if you can get my poems through the siate 
printing office.” Dekker threw me out. Besides, he already had a candi- 
date named Albert Dekker. ° 





30 Seconds Over Tracy 


In Garbo’'s absence it seems Spencer Tracy has taken over the Brooding 
Alone concession at Metro. An old Broadway Pal buttomholed Spence. 

“Just wanted to say hello,” said the O.B.P. 

“Sorry,” said Spence, “I was thinking.” 

The O.B.P. released his grip. “In that case,” he said, “go right ahead.” 


Dialog 
Radio Writer: Ever consider writing for radio? 
Playwright: Ever consider not writing for it? 


Sign Here 
There seems to be a lot of swooning around Columbus Circle over the 
singing of Maureen Cannon in “Central Park.” Three years ago I saw her 
as an unquestioned hit in “Best Foot Forward.” One year later I saw 
her as an unquestioned flop, the ingenue nobody knew, sipping a soda on 
Hollywood blvd. And in the hope of cheering her up I sent one of my 
kids over to ask if she’d like to have my autograph. She said she'd prefer 

Mike Todd’s. She got what she wanted. 


Awards 
Scrapbook of the Month awards: 
To the Los Angeles jurist who ruled that a burley beaut who still had 
shoes on was not, within the meaning of the law, nude. 
To Eugenia Baird for the courage to bill herself in a local depariment 
store as “the singing star on the Bing Crosby show.” 





CORTEZ MAY DO PLAY 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Ricardo Cortez heads east next 
month to discuss role in Broadway 
‘play offered actor by Oscar Serlin. 
Play is Theodore Reeves’ “Out of 
Time.” 


Kathryn Grayson Hurt 
By Hit-Run Driver 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Actress Kathryn Grayson was in- 
jured and hospitalized following co!- 
lision with hit-run driver. 
Serlin will produce as solo effort,| Actress was not seriously hurt. 
Hae: wan fall: schedule, with re-| however, and is expected back at 
hearsals set, for«August. . §- - work late in. week, 
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Chi Court Washes Out Anti-Trust 
Liability of All Majors in Thalia Suit 


Chicago, Feb. 6 
In a sweeping decision a 
out all liability of all major dis-| 


tributors in $3,000,000 Thalia theatre | 


i-trust suit, Judge William H. 
Holly, exercising unusual powers of 
referee Federal cases, entered a 
judgment on Monday (5) of not 


guilty for 20th-Fox and Loew’s, Inc., 
thus disregarding the jury’s verdict | 
of guilty last week, on the grounds | 
that evidence of conspiracy brought | 


| Sam Coslow. 


| Fred 


by plaintiff counsel against the two} 
distribs was insufficient to justify | 
jury’s findings of $105,000 damages 
for Thomas A. Murray, former | 
owner of the Thalia, 

Judge Holly, who sprang the sur-| 
prise judgment when defendants’ 
counsel appeared to make motions} 


for a new trial, following a tedious} ducing units are in similarly embar- 

two-week hearing, said he had been] rassing position for raw stock, espe- 

reviewing the record of the case all} cially since distributing companies 

week, and that although he disliked | are likewise curtailed. 

setting aside the jury’s findings, felt | 

Harold W. Norman, Murray counsel, 

had complicated the case cree Discrimination 

sarily by dragging every exchange 

in town into it. He also said that} 

Murray’s case was hurt by charging | 

distribs with conspiracy to keep} Un h ted—SPU 

first-run pix from him when he was | a a 

being supplied with them all the| 

time. Holly had already dismissed | Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

United Artists, Warners, RKO, Para- A new complaint was filed Mon- 

mount, Universal, Columbia, Mono-|day (5) by the Screen Players 

gram and others, in a prior decision.| Union with the War Labor Board, 
However, four defendants were |charging studio discrimination 

left in the case although date for! against SPU members continues. In 

hearing for a new trial for them will} a wire to Gene Green, WPB dis- 

be set by Holly later this week. | putes chief, Mike Jeffers, SPU busi- 

They are Milo Theatres Corp. and} ness representative, claimed that last 

its president, John L. Manta: Van} Friday's strike was called off with 

A. Nomikos, operator of 14 Chi the-| the understanding that discrimina- 


atres, and Henry Elman of PRC and 


Capitol Exchange. 


In reviewing the case, according 
to Holly, there was no evidence to 


justify jury’s findings that 
were guilty of the same type of con- 
spiracy charged against 
defendants. “I 
to this case,” Judge Holly 
“Plaintiff has received a judgment in 
the amount of $105,000 and he should 
not be deprived of that, nor should 
he be put to the expense of fighting 
the appeal unless arguments war- 
ranted. However, I have gone over 
the evidence carefully and find Fox 
sold regularly to Thalia right up to 
*39-'40 season, when Murray closed 
down, and quit selling only after 
some of Murray’s checks came back 
marked insufficient funds. As for 
Loew’s, they became angry with 
him when he kept the picture ‘The 
Huddle’ on the shelf in the summer 
time and they rented it to the Milo 
(Thalia’s rival) instead.” 


Special Event Shows 
Ease Radio Squeeze 





For Indie Producers 


Unable to buy choice spots, which 
are virtually sewed up by local and 
national sponsors, independent film 
producers are turning more fre- 
quently to special-event radio pro- 
grams in exploiting product. Pro- 
gram directors on many stations, it 
is reported, are prepared to open 
up sustaining time for film compa- 
nies if suitable ideas are presented. 

With spot buying for “Tomorrow 
the World” opening in Cincinnati 
sharply limited, Martin Starr, United 
Artists’ radio director, set special 
event programs over stations WCPO 
and WCKY. In case of WCKY, UA 
wanted to buy time on the one pro- 
gram but found that airer sold out. 
An interview with Lester Cowan 
(scripted by Starr) was used on the 
show, however, with the film re- 
ceiving a plug on the 15-minute 
Program without cost. 


remaining | 
have given thought} 
said. | 


tion would end with removal of 
| picket lines from studios. 
Jeffers disclosed that unemploy- 


distribs | 


| 





| 





| probably 








Washington Rejects 
Pickford on Stock 


Hollywood, Feb. 6 

Ed Raftery has apprised Mary 
Pickford that she can get raw film | 
only for “One Touch of Venus,” and 
that Washington rejected her film | 
quota for three pictures she intends 
doing this year. Mary Martin is due 
here in March to recreate her “Ve- 
nus” role, to be co-produced with 


Miss Pickford complains she pio- 
neered the picture industry but 
Washington is adamant. Understand 
MacMurray, Preston Sturges 
kindred new independent pro- 





and 











ment insurance of extras who failed 
to report for work was being held 
up, and calls for $5.50 extra players 


are being filled by U. 8S. Employ- 
ment office 
Screen Actors Guild sent bulletin | 


to its members urging them to report 
any employment of non-Guilders for 


acting work. SAG declared it 
would take prompt action to en- 
force its contract. Meanwhile, de- 


cision is expected soon by National 
Labor Relations Board on appeal of 
producers from SPU certification 


and intervenor filed by SAG stat- 
ing decision is confused as SAG 
claims exclusive jurisdiction over 


all acting work. Unless certification 
is confirmed, NLRB will probably 
order hearings in Washington to 
determine whether certification will 
be clarified to eliminate overlapping 
jurisdiction of actors between SPU 
and SAG. 

New move is likely to effect a 
compromise between SPU and SAG 
setup, with both groups being 
queried on the deal. It’s hinted that 
SPU may be offered an extras union 
up to = a day with automatic 
Waivers on S85 adiustments. ete. 

If pice a is made, SAG would 
assist SPU in getting im- 
mediate closed shop and turn over 
certain finances to aid union getting | 


started. 


| 








RKO JOINS MEX COS. 





Most of the major film companies | 


have choice spots tied up the year 
round, with independent producers 
mainly affected by the time squeeze. 


Sheehan Critically Ill 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Winfied Sheehan is critically ill in 
® local hospital. 
His “Rickenbacker” film is about 
completed for 20th-Fox release. 








TO DO STEINBECK PIC 


Mexico City, Feb. 6. 

RKO is joining with the Aguila | 
and Fama producing firms to finance 
and produce John Steinbeck’s “The 
Pearl of La Paz.” Mexican com- 
panies will furnish production facili- 
ties, crews, technicians and equip-| 
ment. RKO will handle world-dis- | 
tribution of the film, which will be 
made in both Spanish and English. | 
For the latter version Hollywood 
actors may be brought south to top 


| the cast. 


WB Sights on Nips Again 
Hollywood, Feb. 6 

Warners will aim another dra- 
matic raid at Tokyo in its forthcom- 
ing picture, “Target Japan.” to be 
produced by Jerry Wald and direc- | 
ted by Bryan Foy. 

Script calls for the same male cast | 
that appeared in “Objective Burma,” 
headed by Errol Flynn. 


| 255,997,440 feet, as 


Consumers Durable Goods Division, 





HIP ON RAW FILM 





IN DACITINN FAR Black Market in Uncensored Pix 


Uncovered by Pennsy Censors 


BEoT DIOT RIB 


Recognition of the right of inde- 


| pendent producers to secure allot 
ments of raw film in the same way 
as distributors through War Pro- 
| duction Board quotas is reported 
creating uneasiness among majol 
distribs who release a large num- 
ber of indie films. According to in- 
terpretation of WPB plans, unde 
the proposed new regulations inde- 


pendent producers would be placed 
in a powerful trading position since 


they would be able to take their 
film allotments to other distribs if 
unable to come to terms. 

Much, of course, will depend on 
the base year to be used in de- 
termining allocations. If future al- 
locations are based on the volume 
of footage used by a producer from 
1941 to 1944, some distribs. might 
lose millions of feet in the event 


producers change releasing outlets. 

The allocation problem, according 
to some major execs, is still clouded | 
with disturbing uncertainties. A| 
company such as International, for 
example, which produced no pic- 
tures until last year, might be given 
12,000,000 or 15,000,000 feet from: the 
RKO allocation. As long as this or 
any other production unit releases 
through RKO, the latter, of course, 
would suffer no loss of raw stock. 
But if the producer is empowered to 
take the film allocation elsewhere 
the distrib would be seriously af- 
fected. If the 1941 base year is used 
to determine allotments, then a pro- 
ducer such as Samuel Goldwyn 
might be allotted around 5,000,000 
feet of film in his own quota, and he 
would be permitted to take the film 
with him if he changed distribs. 
the 1941-44 base is used 
might be allotted 8,000,000 or 10.000,- 
000 feet of film. 

According to film execs in N. Y.., 
the question of determining who is 
to be recognized as an independent | 
producer considered eligible for raw 


film allocations has yet to be de- 
cided. New producers may. not 
be granted allocation rights. In 


some quarters it is stated that the 
question of the use of a base year or | 
years to determine allocations is not | 
yet fully defined, although it has 
been assumed that the 1941-44 period | 
would be employed by WPB of- 
ficials for this purpose. 

Distrib execs are uncertain about 
the exact position to be accorded 
indies, and further representations to 
the WPB are likely. WPB officials 
have intimated they plan to provide 
against inequitable trading advan- 
tages for producers in deals with 
distribs to avoid use of film alloca- 
tions for that purpose. 

Latest WPB decisions do not, 


of | 


course, increase raw film allocations | 
for the industry although United | 
Artists is being granted 1,000, 000 | 


feet quarterly over the base estab- | 
lished and Monogram is also being 
allattead extra footage. _ 


Slash Reaches: 5%3 


Drop of 16,000,000 Ft. | 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Studios got the bad news on their 
film allotments for the first quarter | 
of the year last Thursday (1). Not, 
quite as bad as originally expected, | 
| the slash is roughly 5%, or an over-| 
all drop of about 16,009,000 feet from | 


the quotas for the final quarter of | 
1944. 
The allotment for 11 majors is 


against the 271,- 
689,797 feet during October, Novem- 
ber and December. Other highlights 
of the meeting held here by industry 
and WPB officials 

Features will limited to 285 
prints, but this is informal and is 
not a WPB rule. Fewer prints will 
mean that pix will reach the neigh- 
borhood houses more slowly and it 
will take longer for a studio to earn 
its nut on each pic. 

In 


be 


cases where prints are worn 
out while the pic is still making | 
money, WPB will probably not stand 
in the way of additional prints. 


Question of reissues came _ up. 
| Stanley Adams, head of the WPB | 


(Continued on page 17) 


If | 
Goldwyn | 





Yank Rescue on Luzon 


LJ 
To Be Filmed by 20th 
Hollywood. Feb. 6 
stot O I ‘fescue ] American 

ir prisor he Isl nd of L I 
Ww! ) I € ) * scree! vy 20th 
Fox under the title. “California 
Here We Come.’ 

Bryan Foy has een handed a 
$1,500.000 budget to produce the 
film, based on the repatriation of 
Major Carl R. Ring, former Holly- 
vyood cameraman who won an Acad- 
emy Award seven years ago for 
photographing “Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer.’ 


Stress Need For 
New Writers 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Jacob Wilk, eastern | 

exec for Warners, is 
with Jack Warner on a 
to encourage new film 
Wilk other in- 
dustries, such as chemistry, engi- 
neering. law, etc., which cull from 
the nation’s schools annually 
best potential candidates for 
tical work after graduation 
points out that Hollywood 
tle nothing of the sort, 
ever the problem arises of “we need 
writers’ and/or “whom can we 
get?” the studios turn to either 
fictioners, radio, the Broadway play- 
thts or newspapermen. 

Wilk’s proposal to 
schools and journalistic 
selected few every year, 
to Hollywood under six-month trial 
contracts, and thus build up a con- 
stantly refreshed source 
material. 

The WB exec 
only personal equation that still ob- 
tains so far as the writing phase 
is concerned is when he negotiates 
with this or that Broadway play- 
wright. Otherwise, the Hollywood 
method is thoroughly impersonal so 
far as writers are concerned. 


DE HAVILLAND DECISION 
UPHELD BY HIGH COURT 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Olivia de Havilland was sustained 


While here, 
production 
huddling 
method 


writers points to 


prac- 
Wilk 
does lit- 


oO! 


VYig 
cull from 
cou se 


1S 





| by the State Supreme Court in her 


contract battle with Warners. Cali- 
fornia’s highest tribunal approved 
| the lower court’s decision that the 
actress had served out her term of 
employment and was under no fur- 
ther obligation to the studio. 

Warners contended Miss De Havil- 
land owed the company 25 wéeks "oi | 
her time beyond the expiration of 
| her pact as a result of various sus- 
| pensions. 





Kohimar Leaves Par 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Fred Kohlmar, currently produc- 
ing “The Well Groomed Bride” at 
Paramount, obtained » release from 
his contract and will check off the 


| lot a month after finishing the pic- 


ture. His future connections will be 
announced later. 

At Paramount for five years, Kohl- 
mar made numerous features, in- 
cluding “Take a Letter, Darling,” 
“Lucky Jordan,” “The Glass Key,” 
“Let's Face It,’ “And Now Tomor- | 
row” and “Bring On the Girls.” 





Dorothy McGuire’s Hiatus 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


the | 


bring tnem | 


of writing | 


points out that the} 


Philadelphia. Feb. 6 

A black market in uncensored 
films is being set up in Pennsyl- 
Vania, according to the State Board 
of Motion Picture Censo A 
cording to Mrs. Edna Carroll, chair- 
man of the board, State investiga- 
tors have uncovered flagra iola- 
tions of the State code verning 
motion picture 

The violatoi she Said were 
mainly smalltime Ney York dis- 
tributors dealing in single pictu 
who sought to bypass the Pem @ 
censors and sell direct to exhibs 
this State 

Mrs. Carroll sent a letter to the 
1,200 exhibitors Pennsylvania 

Narning that anyone showing pic- 
j ture without the State seal would 
be fined heavily First exhib to be 
caught one in Fast “Mewel 
Chunk, said Mrs. Carroil He was 
fined and warned that another vio- 
lation might be dealt with more 
stringently. 

Mrs. Carroll said that the exhib 
said he made the deal with the N. Y 
distrib because “it was cheaper’ 
than buying the same _ picture 


through 


Pennsylvania distributors 


Ruggles Would Train 


the | 


but when- | 


British 
film 











| 


‘Bi 
Dorothy McGuire took a voluntary | | 


suspension from David O. Selznick’s | 
payroll when she went east to join | 


Temporary parting, mutually ar-| 
ranged, was due to a lack of suitable | 
roles on Selznick’s immediate sched- 
ule. 
for 


Actress will return in autumn 
“Wings of the Dove.” 


| 

| 

her husband, John Swope. I 
, 
j 








Ruggles 
Friday 
| take 
| to London 
velop 
more 
away. 


ae ¢ 
plans starting “London Town,” 
under his deal with J. Arthur Rank, 
in 
not feasible because of lack of studio 
space. 
either 
studios if the Government, now us- 
ing space for storage and other pur- 
poses, permits. 
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English Technicians, 
Answers Brit. Beef: 


in the 
press on bringing American 
technicians overseas, Wesley 
stated New York last 
(2) that he had planned to 
two or three technicians along 
chiefly to train and de- 
personnel; to create 
than take ‘em 


Responding to outbursts 


English 
jobs rather 


Ruggles, who is scheduled to leave 
for England in about a week, 
first 
July. Earlier shooting date is 
He may make a deal to use 
the Pinewood or Denham 


Ruggles explained that he is head- 


ing up his own independent produc- 
tion unit with Rank financing. 
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Prelim Setup for French Pix Biz 
Forecasts Central Govt. Control 


Preliminary steps toward 


tion of the French film industry, 
under latest measures adopted by 
French government, place all na- 
tive production under a_ licensing | 
system controlled by the Direction |} 
Generale de la Cinematographie 
Francaise, recently se p. Preducel 
intending to make a } ( 

first obtain a license from the DGCKI 
and the nsubmit for approval thei 
screenplay list of technica) staff 
cast, the proposed budget and fin- 
ancing details. This step one of 
many reportedly taken to eliminate 
“eollaborationist” themes or Nazi- 
Fascist sympathizers from he 
French film industry. 

French authorities are taking 
special precautions on pictures about 
the resistance movement. A_ special 
permit will be required for such 
films. A commission will examine 
11] details and decide if the financial 
backers are reliable Cast of in 
derground” films must include only 
those who were members of the| 
Maquis. In order to work, everyone | 
connected in any way with the film 
industry in France must have a 


“Professional | 
cards | 


special card called the 
Identification Card.” These 
are issued by the Committee of Pro- | 
fessional Organization, now a branch | 
of the DGCF, and which is empow- | 
ered to decide all industry questions. 

A professional group (similar to 
guilds in the U. S. film business) has 
been established among the French 
producers called the Syndicat Fran- 
caise des Producteurs de Films. It 
will handle all professional prob- 
lems connected with production and 
distribution. Another group called 
the Syndicat des Techniciens de la 
Production Cinematographique, in 
existence before the war, is now 
taking on increased importance. The 
board of this group confronted 
with two major problems, selection 
of those to whom professional cards 
are to be granted and a collective 
contract with the producers. A 
writers guild, called the Syndicate 
of Screen Writers, also has been or- 
ganized, 

A new distrib organization will 
handle distribution problems while 
a special department has been es- 
tablished to handle export and im- 
portation of films. 

Pictures now barred from France 
are: (a) Those of enemy origin; (b) 
pictures and documentaries with any 
anti-French nationalistic point of 
view, and Nazi, Fascist and Vichy- 
ite propaganda pictures; (c) pictures 
released through the Alliance Cine- 
matographique Europeenne, Tobis, 
Comptoir General du Format Reduit 
and pictures of Continental Europe 
produced by the Nazis. 

Strong market for American films 
in France (rentals are running 
ebout four times as high as pre- 
war, as previously reported in “Va- 
riety”) is likely to continue for a 
long period as a result of raw film 
shortages, lack of studio facilities, 
ete., needed for French production. 
Another reason, of course, is the 
“hunger” for U. S. product. 

Total footage of screen 
tanpot exceed 11.500 feet, 
include only one feature. 


PIX WORKERS TO SPLIT 


is 


programs 
and must 


Hollywood,’ Feb. 6. 
Jackpot of $6,000,000 in retroactive 
wages will be divided among 20,000 
studio workers as soon as the War 
Labor Board signs the okay. Some 
technicians and artists will draw as 
high as $1,500 apiece. 


Wage tilts were arranged last 
April at a labor meeting in New 


York and recently approved at WLB 
regional hearings in Hollywood. 
Many of the raises are retroactive 
to Jan. 1, 1943. 


Rep.’s Borzage Deal 
Paves Way for Others 


Republic's deal for a separate pro- 
duction unit on the lot by director- 
producer Frank Borzage is one of a 
series now in the process of negotia- 
tion, according to Herbert J. Yates, 
Republic's chieftain. 

Announcement of other similar 


regula- 


| preparatory 


‘$6,000,000 IN RETRO 





6006 Damage Action 
Dropped on British Pix 


ij by John N. Ruffin, film producer, 
against Columbia Pictures, for als 
le € i ) i lo ¢€ 1cie ¢ B { 
q la la irked off the 

‘ \ ipi¢ t ru ] il i 
é e( Ruffin 

ecently died 

Ruffi producer of an English 
film ‘Governor Bradford, charged 
that Columbia improperly a ~ red 

is film and violated the it 
quota laws by registering the film 

vith the British Board of 

stating that Associated Be Mbiivnet 
Producers of Great Britain, Ltd., 
vas the producer. Ruffin had 
charged that Columbia misrepre- 


sented and tricked the British Board 
rship of the 


N.Y. SALESMEN MEET 
MONDAY ON UNIONIZING 


A meeting of N. Y. 
will be held next 
when it’s planned to set 
manent organization, choose 
and elect a standing slate 
to moving 
unionization. Date was decided upon 
at a meeting of the temporary exec- 


of Trade as to owne 


film 


up a per- 


ahead 


utive committee last Saturday (3), 
attended by the attorney for the 
sellers, Jacob Leff. 


Salesmen’s Guild will be the name 
for the organization. Pending recog- 
nition and negotiation, it will be 
necessary to hold elections to de- 
termine if a majority exists for col- 
lective bargaining purposes. Pro- 
cedure would be an election in each 
exchange among the salesmen em- 
ployed, following by presentation of 
demands if the union gets the nod. 

Intention is to set up an executive 
board of one member each from the 
12 N. Y. exchanges employing sales- 
men so that all would have repre- | 
sentation. 


‘2d Butterfield House 
Burns; Other Theatre Fires 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

For the second time in two weeks, 
the Butterfield Circuit has lost a 
house through fire. Last week the 
circuit’s 800-seat Center theatre in 
South Haven was burned to the 
ground. Blaze started in the base- 
ment early in the morning. 

The circuit owns the only other 
house in town, the 300-seat Model. 

Two weeks ago the chain lost its 
Westtown theatre in Bay City. There 
will be no rebuilding at this time, 
it was said, because of the wartime 
restrictions The circuit now has 
only 122 houses. 











Film Groups 
Make Coast Tele Center | 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


In an efiort to overcome ad- 











television, representing 11 film 
| guilds and unions, plans immediate 
| establishment of a lobby for tele- 


| vision in Hellywood. 
In that way it is hoped to make 
the Coast the center 


| activities. - 


Bischoff Adieus Col. 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Sam Bischoff, Columbia producer 
since 1942, has checked off the lot 
and is negotiating for a new align- 
ment with a major studio. 

This makes the second producer 
lost by Columbia in recent 
Victor Saville, who recently com- 
pleted “Tonight and Every Night,” 
is now in New York preparing to 
return to England. 


Kill Montana Tax Bill 
Helena, Mont., Feb. 6. 
Adopting an adverse committee re- 
port, the Montana House of Repre- 
sentatives last Wednesday (31) 
killed a bill which would have im- 
posed a chain tax on theatres, tax- 
ing them on the basis of the num- 
ber of operating sites rather than on 








deals will be made shortly. 


gross income as at present. 


The $600,000 damage action brought 


film. | 


salesmen 
Monday night (12), | 


a name | 
of officers | 
on | 


It is probable that Motion Picture | 


vantages New York is currently | 
enjoying because of availability of | 
equipment, an affiliated committee of 


of television | 


weeks. | 


SEATTLE RACKET 


Femme Usher Bilks Twe 
As Employee 





Seattle, Feb. 6. 

Here’s a new racket that’s gypped 
two local theatres. 

A gal got a job as an usher. 
few days she was known to the | 
other employees. Then she stepped | 
up to the b.o. and said the manager | 
wanted, say, $100. It’s given her. 
She starts walking, and keeps walk- 
ing. 


| 
Theatres | 
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In a} 





_| The game worked twice in a row 


few 
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here the 
Telenews 


days. At 
got $70, 
$i00. The ° 
from descriptions, 
gal. 
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she and 
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: Pix Toppers In 
Race for Oscars 


*o New York about 
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| ‘Lefty Writes a Letter’ 

By Joe Laurie, Jr. 

Ss ha dad $404 
Dear Joe: Coolacres, Cal. 


I see where the noted and able columnist for King Features, Benjamin 
de Casseres, devoted one of his entire Grade A columns to the memorie 
of Joel's Bohemia, which was a cafe on 4lst street, near Seventh avenue 
He told how our mutual friend, “Bugs” Baer, had also written a column 
about Joel's, which put Ben in a reminiscing mood, and so he recalled 
the time he and Sinclair Lewis saw “Bugs” throw two Scotch highb; lls 


8 


into his chili-con-carne, consumed the whole delectable mess and pro- 
iounced it “good.” Knowing “Bugs” pretty well, I doubt if he could ev; , 
say “good” when he is at the stage where he mixes Scotch and . ili- 
con-carne! Now if he used chili as a chaser for Scotch, then he pn ight 
have been able to say “good,” or a facsimile, because my pal “Bugs” a 
virile man! Well, what I was gonna say is that “Bugs” Baer and Ben ce 
Casseres also put me in a reminiscing mood If they got a column out of 


Joel's, why can’t I? 

Joel's was as wellknown as Jack's It was a man’s 
vas opened about 1900 by Joel Rinaldo, who was a New Yorker. 
worked on the old Chicago Dispatch as a general reporter 
1900 and opened Joel's, a rendezvous for 
newspapermen, press agents, actors, etc. The Bluebloods of 
Estate gathered there and stayed until the blueblood ran red! 

Beer was a nickel a glass at the bar and a dime at the table. If .\ 


poor Rector’s It 
Dul who 
He came back 
cartoo! ists, 


the Fourth 


vou 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. didn’t have the price you could tab Joel for it. Nobody ever thought of 
| Nominations for Oscars by the | highballs in those days. Either you drank beer or “neat” whiskey at 20c 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts |a shot. You could knock off five for a buck and that would start vou 

and Sciences were mace here last | swinging for another buck’s worth. By that time the gals started drifting 

Saturday (3), and 9,000 members of | from the piano and helped you knock off a couple of more. Marie Connors 

the film industry will vote shortly | tickled the ivories from about 7 p.m. until she and the piano were tired. 

to select winners, who will receive | Clara La Belle, who was a singe’, got married and quit. She came back 

awards on the stage of Grau- | later—a swell gal. Remember Babe? She left, and when she came back 


March 15. 
top performance | 
an actor are: Bing Crosby, in 
“Going My Way”; Barry Fitzgerald, | 
same picture; Cary Grant, for his | 
| role in “None But the Lonely Heart,” 
and Alexander Knox, in “Wilson.” 
Actress: Ingrid Bergman, for “Gas- 
light’; Claudette Colbert, “Since You 
Went Away”; Bette Davis, “Mr. | 
| Skeffington”; Greer Garson, “Mrs, 
Parkington,” and Barbara Stanwyck, 
“Double Indemnity.” 


le Chinese theatre 
Those named for 


| by 


Top films: “Going My Way” and | 
“Double Indemnity,’ both Para- | 
mount; “Gaslight,” Metro; “Since | 





You Went Away,” Selznick Interna- | 
| tional, and “Wilson,” 20th-Fox. 

Best performance by supporting 
actor: Hume Cronyn, “Seventh | 
Cross”; Barry Fitzgerald, “Going My 
Way”; Claude Rains, “Mr. Skeffing- 
ton”: Clifton Webb, “Laura”; Monty 
Woolley, “Since You Went Away.” 
Best actress in a supporting role: 

Ethel Barrymore, in “None But the 
| Lonely Heart”; Jennifer Jones, in 

“Since You Went Away”: Angela 
| Lansbury, in “Gaslight”; Aline Mac- 

Mahon, in “Dragon Seed,” and 

Agnes Moorehead, for “Mrs. Park- 

ington.” 
| Best 
| Wilder, 





Billy 
Leo 


the vear: 
Indemnity”; 
McCarey, “Going My Way”; Otto 
Preminger, ‘Laura’; Alfred Hitch- 
cock, “Lifeboat, and Henry King, | 
“Wilson.” 


TELEVISION ON AGENDA 
OF NAT'L THEATRES 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. |°° 
National Theatres launched ra 
| 


director of 
“Double 








annual three-day conference of divi- 
| sion presidents and  homeoffice 
| execs here yesterday (5), 


devoting | 


the comemaae to reviewing sae bagi year's | 
any To Rap Slated for today ni is wah OY, 


of pone Be: deals, film playoffs, etc. 
while tomorrow will be given over 
\'to circuit guests, discussions of tele- 
| vision as it applies to future theatre 
| operation, and the status of a Na- 
tional Theatres investigation into 
| the possibility of establishing a cir- 
| cuit in Mexico. 
| Presiding at the 
Charles P. Skouras, NT president. 
| Guest speakers tomorrow (7) will 
be Spyros Skouras, head of 20th-Fox 
| films, and George Skouras: Otto 
Koegel, 20th-Fox attorney, who will 
discuss the consent decree and re- 
cent anti-trust court decisions, and 
Ben Kalmenson, Warners sales chief. 
Among National Theatres presi- 
dents attending are: F. H. (Rick) 
| Ricketson, Jr., Elmer Rhoden, Har- 
old Fitzgerald and Frank L. New- 
man. Others include: Dan Micha- 
love, NT v.p. in N. Y.; George Bow- 
| ser, Fox-West Coast general man- 
ager; Andy Krappman, Southern 
California division supervisor; B. V. 
Sturdivant, from northern Califor- 
nia, and homeoffice execs and de- 
partment heads. 


meetings is 





JESSEL’S SIXTH ‘DATE’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Sixth picture on George Jessel's 
production slate at 20ih-Fox is “Late 
Date,” scripted by Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan. 

Others assigned to Jessel are “The 
Dolly Sisters.” now shooting, and 
“Doll Face.” “Kitten On the Keys,” 
“O. Henry” and “Two Arabian 
Knighta.” 








| would 


|; that when summer came she would have enough to carry her over 


a parade of Lesbians followed her, but Joel soon put the flit gun on them! 

Joel wrote a book, became very literary and brought up some of the 
Greenwich Village highbrows, and for awhile they ran the place. It was 
during those days, they tell me, that O. Henry could be found sitting in 
a dark corner over near the window, always quiet, always observing—and 
always drinking. In another corner would be Carlos de Farnaro, one of 
the great cartoonists, whom Ben mentions but whom I didn’t know. Carlos 
hold court in Joel's with a dozen or more swarthy-complexioned 
Mexicans who were seeking the overthrow of Diaz as president of Mexico, 
It was De Farnaro who started a wave of cartooning in the New York 
newspapers. He also wrote a book which brought about his arrest and 
his imprisonment for libel, and so Joel's got the name of being the home of 
the Mexican revolution in America! Joel immediately put in as his “svecial” 
| dish hot tamales and chili. It helped carry out the idea of it being the 
Mexican headquarters for the out-of-towners and sightseers. 











No Copping ai { 


~ But this was all before n my time and before the time when Joel pulled 
| down the little platform that graced the middle of the place and cut off 
the backroom from the front. Then, if you didn’t have a girl with you 


| you were not permitted to pass beyond the bandstand, for Joel didn’t want 


the boys to try any copping. The walls of Joel’s were lined with original 
cartoons from the pens of the greatest cartoonists and newspaper hrtists 
of that day. It was the first meeting place of the famous “Cheese Club,” 
and a picture on the wall showed where Dave Warfield was made a mem- 
ber, On the wall, as you came up the steps, Joel had a sign reading, “To 
the profession. While on the road I will care for money sent me.’ And 
many a little chorus girl sent along a deuce or maybe a fin a week so 
until 
she got another job. If the money would run out she’d end up entertain- 
ing in the place. until she finally got a job. 

Night after night an impromptu cabaret was presented, and it was far 
better than the average show in the nightclubs today. ¥ou would be 
entertaining “the family.” You would try to make the great “Tad” laugh, 
or Tom McNamara, the creator of “Skinny Shaner,” or Harry Hershfield, 
the great humorist and creator of “Desperate Desmaqnd”; or try to get a 
smile from Heywood Broun, Frank O’Malley, Eddie Pidgeon, Smatter-Pop 
Payne, Eddie Corbett, Tom Hanley and dozens of 6thers who just don't 


|/come to mind. Jimmy Hussey, George Whiting, Harry Breen, Ren Shields, 


Junie McCree, were just a few of the great entertainers who would get 
up and do ad lib stuff that made it all worthwhile. Us young fellows 


| would listen with open ears to the great newspaper adventures told by the 


poe = their racket. Practical jokes, laughs, never a dull moment at 

“ is sub-cellar the linotypers and type stickers would hold weekly 
parties of sauerkraut, spareribs and beer spreads. They would get to- 
gether about 2 a.m., when the paper was put to bed, under sidewalk level, 
with a piano playing and not a sound reaching the street. One of the 
| entertainers at Joel’s for a long stretch was Walter De Soata, who later 
became harpist for Paul Whiteman. He was a feature at Joel’s for years 
ways talked about the stock market, quoting prices, telling what 
Stock would go up and what would go down. I believe he ended up just 
with his harp, 

The last time I saw Joel was when I went to see him about seven years 
ago. I had the saloon bug then and figured the old Joel's spot would be 
just the place. Tom McNamara and I saw him sitting in the empty store, 
reading. It kinda broke your heart to see ihe bare walls, the empty store, 
with a small light burning. Looking at it one would never believe that 
this dingy place was the gathering spot for the greats and near-greats of 
the newspaper and theatrical worlds! But Joel was there, neat and pros- 
perous-looking as ever. We sat down and warmed over our memories. 
We tried to recapture some of the smart repartee that was shot out like 
cannons at you in the old days—but the same words that got wows fust 
didn’t seem to fit in this empty store. 

I didn't open the saloon. Instead, I went into radio, putting heads on 
old jokes instead of on beer. Yes, sir, when they pulled the switch in 1925 
—putting out the light on the sign of the green snake skooting around the 
name of Joel’s—it marked the passing of a landmark of the old Broadway 
night, life, and of song and laughter that came from the throats of men 
and gals who knew how to sing and laugh! Sez. ~~ 

efiy. 


Short-Term Prods. Hit 
By Cal. Jobless Tax 


Sacramento, Feb. 6 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Barbara Britton, actress, Par. 
Margaret Belle, actress, 20th-Fox. One-shot film producers are hit 
Don Barry, actor, Rep. | by amendment to unemployment in- 
Marilyne Hansen, actress, Metro. | surance act passed by legislature 
Jane Ball, actress, 20th. here. 
Vivian Blaine, actress, 20th. Any employer is immediately sub- 
Dick Shaw, actor, 20th-Fox. ject to act if he has four or more 
Angna Enters, writer, renewed, M. | employes on any one day during cal- 
Julie London, actress, Universal. | endar quarter, and if his payroll 
Abby Berlin, director, Columbia. | exceeds $3,000 during that quarter. 
Richard Dix, renewed, Columbia. Producers previously could com- 
Julie Gibson, actress, Paramount. | plete their operations in less than 
Michel Kraike, prod., ren’d, Col. 20 weeks in any year. They could 
Ricki Van Dusen, actress, 20th. thus avoid unemployment insurance 
Elien Hall, actress, 20th-Fox. tax, leaving their employes without 
Harry Keiner, writer, 20th-Fox. protection, even though they were 
Martha Stewart, singer, 2ih-Fox. | working. 
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ABBOTT & COSTELLO MILTON BERLE BRADSHAW CRANDELL — JESSICA DRAGONETTE IRENE DUNNE 


. “thrillingly different” “spectacular” “a world in itself” “memorable” “thrilling entertainment” 








JAMES MONTGOMERY FLAGG =BENNY GOODMAN © OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd = MOSS. HART RITA HAYWORTH 


" glorious” " glorious” “music skilfully “memorable picture” “thrillingly different” 
interwoven with story” 
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‘Wi dramatic...,.. memorable” “different” “eloquent” “a new standard” “dramatic, exciting” 
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“different” “dasmatic achievement” “truly memorable” “exciting” 
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SIGMUND SPAETH JOHANNES STEEL LEOPOLD STOKOWSKI DEEMS TAYLOR VERA ZORINA 
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memorable picture” “exciting, alive” “glorious music” “truly memorable” “a great joy” 
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s FOCH »- GEORGE COULOURIS 


Screen Play by Sidney Buchman 
Directed by CHARLES VIDOR 
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L.A. Okay Despite Rain; ‘Belle Nifty 


53146, Bride’ Nice 


346, Both 3 Spots, 


‘St. Louis’ Wow 416, in Sth Wk. for 3 





Los Angeles, Feb. 6. + | 

Weekend rainstorms dampened ° | 
grosses somewhat in first-runs here Key City Grosses 
but the overall picture remains Wea | 
somewhat good despite downpour. | Estimated Total Gross 
New bills are proving good if not} This Week.. $2,747,800 
sock draws. “Belle of Yukon,” head- | Based on 20 cities, 171 thea- 
ing dual combos at three houses,| jres chiefly first runs, tncluding 
should collect a nifty $53,500. “Bride | N.Y.) 
By Mistake,” alse ~ — bg Total Gross Same Week 
is com ng thi ough wi on a ieage . rs ~“s Siu. Weed $2.968.900 
aie on tup here a ncn ‘ie ‘(Based on 25 cities, 197 theatres) 


Holdovers are still paced by ‘Meet 
Me in St. Louis,” which did grand | 
$41,000 in three spots Monday (5) 
in fifth week plus two extra days. 

“To Have and Have Not,” playing 
third session in three houses, is go- | 





ing for hefty $37,000 or better. Third 
stanza of “Woman in Window” is 
collecting a steady $29,500 in two 
spots. “Frenchman’s Creek’ finishes 
off fourth week plus three extra 
days in two spots tomorrow ‘(Wed.) 
with nice $26.500 likely for final 10 
days 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle ‘(F-WC) (1,518; | 


50-$1)—"“Keys Kingdom” (20th) (2d | 


wk). Grand $6,200. Last week, neat 
$7,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
50-$1)—"‘Belle of Yukon” (RKO) 
and “What a Blonde” «RKO). Stout 
$13,500. Last week, “Lost in Harem” 
(M-G) and “Blonde Fever” (M-G), 
fair $11,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Have, Have Not” (WB) (3d wk). 


Good $16,000 after steady $23,500 last 
week. 

Egyptian «F-WC) (1-538; 50-$1)— 
“National Velvet” (M-G). Startec 
today (Tues.) Last week, “Meet St. 
Louis” (M-G), nice $10,500 for fifth 
week with two days added. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Waterloo Bridge’ ‘(M-G). Great 
$5,500 for reissue. Last week, “Shall 





Have Faith” (Mon) and “3 is Fam- 
ily’ (UA) (2d wk-4 days), only 
$1,200. * 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 50-$1)— 


“See My Lawyer” (U) and “Night 
Club Girl’ (U). Good $7,500. Last 
week, “House Frankenstein” (U) 
and “Mummy’s Curse” (U) (‘6th 
week), okay $3,100 for final of long 
Tun. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 50-$1)— 
“Have, Have Not” (WB) ‘(3d wk). 
Fine $11,000 after strong $16,500 last | 
week. | 

Les Angeles ‘D’town-WC) (2-097; 
50-$1)—“‘National Velvet” «(M-G). 
Started today ‘Tues.). Last week, 
“Meet St. Louis” (5th wk-9 days), 
strong $21,000. 

Orpheum ‘D'town) (2,200; 65-85) 
—‘‘Meet Miss Bobby Socks” (Col) 
with Charlie Barnet orch on stage. 
. Nice $23,000. Last week, “Strangers 








in Night” «Rep) plus Duke Elling- 
ton orch on stage, boff $39,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— | 
“Woman in Window” 
wk), and “Let's Go Steady” (Col). 
Trim $13.500. Last week, with “Hi, 
Beautiful” ‘(U) (lst wk), hefty 
$16,700. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 50-$1)— 
“Frenchman's Creek” (Par) (4th wk- 
10 days). Fine $17,000 after nearly 
the same for third frame. 

Paramount Hoellywoed (F&M) 
(1,451; 50-$1)—“Frenchman’s Creek” 
(Par) (4th wk-10 days). Firm $9,500 
for finale after good $8,000 on third 


sesh. 

RKO Hillstreet «(RKO) (2.890; 50- 
$1)—"Woman in Window” 
and “Let’s Go Steady” ‘Coi). Hand- 
some $16,000 after great $20,700 last 
week with “Hi Beautiful” (J). 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Na- 
tional Velvet” «M-G). Opened to- 
day (Tues.). Last week, “St. Louis” 
(M-G) (5th wk-9 days), good $9.500. 

State (Loew’s-WC). (2.404; 50-$1)- 
“Belle of Yukon” (RK®©) and “What 
a Blonde” (RKO). Sock $30,000. Last 
week, “Lost in Harem” (M-G) and 
“Blonde Fever” (M-G), good $26,000. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100: 50- 
$1)—“Bride By Mistake” (RKO) and 


“Falcon Hollywood” (RKO). Stout 
14,000. Last week, “Shall Have 
aith” (Mono) and “3 Is Family” 


(2d wk-4 days). only $3,000. 

Uptown ‘F-WC) (1.790: 50-$1) — 
“Belle Yukon” (RKO) and “What a 
Blonde” (RKO). Solid $10,000. Last 
week. “Lost in Harem” (M-G) and 
“Blonde Fever” (M-G). fair $7.300. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 50-$1)— 
“Bride By Mistake” (RKO) and 
“Falcon Hollywood” «RKO). Strong 
$11.000. Last week, “Shall Have 
Faith” (Mono) and “3 Is Family” 
(UA) (2d wk-4 days). thin $1.200. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 50-$1) — 
“Have. Have Not” (WB) (3d wk). 
owed $10,000 after hefty $15,000 last 
weer. 


WOOD DICKERS MEX COIN 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Bert Allenberg, representing Sam 
Wood, planed. for Mexico City to 
huddle with native capitalists about 
bankrolling a Wood production 





| boffo “Meet Me in St. Louis,” latter 


(RKO) (3d | 


| Louis” 


(3d wk) | 


CLEVE. IN DIVE 
BUT HAVE 246 


Cleveland, Feb. 6 

“To Have and Have Not” at Hipp 
and State’s holdover of “Meet Me 
in St. Louis” are going strong l- 
though record-long zero spell 
brownout have walloped some ce- 
luxers. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3.000; 44-65)— 
“Winged Victory” (20th) ‘m.o.). 
Routine $5,200 after great $10,000 
initial stanza. 

Hipp ‘Warners) (3,700; 44-65)— 
“Have, Have Not” ‘WB). Torrid 
$24,000. Last week, “Something for 
Boys” (20th), thin $9,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 44-65)— 
“Something for Boys” (20th) ‘m.o.). 
Sad $1,500. Last week, “Can’t Help 
Singing” (U), better at $2,300. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 44-65)— 
“Thin Man Goes Home” ‘(M-G). 
Nice $4,000 on m.o. Last week, | 
“Three Is Family” (UA), $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 55-95)— 
“Bowery to Broadway” ‘U) plus 
Ann Corio, Pat Henning and “Gay 
Nineties” unit. Moderate $20,000 or 
near. Last week, “Eadie Was Lady” 
with Shep Fields orch, Patsy. Kelly, 
Barry Wood, $23,000. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,450: 44-65)— | 
“Meet Me St. Louis” ‘(M-G) (2d wk). 
Strong $18,500 after smash $28,500 | 
last week. Hit by coal brownout last | 
session which likely kept it from 
house record. 

Stillman ‘Loew’s) (2.700; 44-65)— 
“Till Meet Again” (Par). Satisfac- j 
tory $8,500. Last week, “Thin Man | 
Goes Home” (M-G), $7,500 on m.o. | 


‘WAVES’-‘LADY’ SOCKO 
$20,000, LEADS MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 
With such egg attractions as 
“Here Come the Waves” and the 











in its second week, the brownedout 
loop still is getting its share of biz. 
Teamed with “The Fighting Lady,” 
the “Waves” will give the Radio 
City a colossal week. Other hold- 
overs in addition to “Meet Me in St. 
are “I'll Be Seeing You,” 
“Experiment Perilous” and “Sign of 
the Cross.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (‘Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
“Tahiti Nights” ‘Col) and “Jade 
Mask” (Mono). In for four days, 
oke $1,800. Last week, “Falcon 
| Hollywood” (RKO) and “When 





Strangers Marry” (Mono) spit wifi “S 


| “End of Road” (Rep) and “Brother 


Rat” (WB) (reissue), $2,300 in eight 
days. 
Century (‘(P-S) (1,600; 44-60)— 


“Sign of Cross” (Par) (reissue) (2d 


wk). Okay $5,500 after bang-up 
$7,500 first week. 
Gopher ‘(P-S) (1.000; 40)—‘“Main 
St. After Dark” (M-G). Trim $3,500. 
week, Girl Rush (RKO), 


3, F ee ems 
Lyric (P-S) (1,100; 44-60)—“Tll 
Be Seeing You” (UA) (3d wk). 
Moved here after hefty fortnight at 
Radio City. So-so $5,000. Last week, 
“30 Seconds Over Tokyo” ‘(M-G) 
(4th wk), finished at okay $5,000. 
Orpheum (‘P-S) (2,800: 44-60)— 
“Guest in House” (UA). Moderate 
| $7,500 or near. Last week, “Sunday 
| Dinner” (20th) .and Spike Jones 
orch, others, on stage, at 44-70c, huge 





$25,000. 

Radio City «P-S) (4,000; 44-60)— 
|“Here Come Waves” (Par) and 
“Fighting Lady” (20th). “Fighting 


Lady” given almost equal promi- 
nence in bally and helping to bring 
in terrific $20,000. Last week, “Be 
Seeing You” (UA) (2d wk), big 
drop to $8500 dfter huge $21,000 
first week. 

State (B-S) (2,300; 44-60)—‘Meet 
Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing to speedy pace at hefty $12,000 
after terrific $18,500 initial take. 

U0 (Par) (1,100; 40-50)— 
“Princess and Pirate” (Par). First 
nabe showing. Boffo $4,500. Last 
week, “Since Went Away” (Selz- 
nick-UA), $5,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 44-80)— 
“Experiment Perilous” (RKO) (3d 


| with most deluxers showing healthy 


| the weekend, but the “brownout” in 


| (1,000; 40-60)—“Princess and Pirate” 


| —‘Parkington” 


‘Night’-Fields-Kelly, | 


Wood Hot 19G, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 6. 
Biz is on the top side this week, 


figures. “Her Lucky Night,” paced 
by the Shep Fields-Patsy Kelly- 
Barry Wood stage combo, is giving 
the Circle its biggest session in 
months. “Meet Me In St. Louis,” a 
hold-over at Loew’s, still is leading 
the straight filmers due to moderate 
interest in “Keys of the Kingdom,” 
new cotry at the Indiana. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 55-75) 
“Her Lucky Night” ‘U) and Shep 





Fields orch, with Patsy Kelly and 
Barry Wood on stage. Wham $19,000. 
Last eek, “Something for Boys” 
(20th) and “Faces in Fog” (Rep), 


mild $9,000, at 55c. top. 
Ingiana (Katz-Dolle> (3,300; 32-55) 


Keys of Kingdom” (20th). Swell 

: uut moderat $10,000 or 
eal Last week, “Have, Have Not” 
WB) ock $14,200 | 
Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 35-65)—| 
Allergic to Love” «(U) and vaude. 


Oke $5,000 in four days. Last week, 





“End of Road” (Rep) and vaude, 
$4.000, same time. 

Loew's ‘(Loew’s) (2,450: 35-55)— | 
“Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). 


o 


andy 
opener 
prices. 
Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 32-55)— 
“Have, Have Not” (WB). Nifty $5,- 
500 on m.o. Last week, “Mummy’s | 
Curse” (U) and “House of Franken- | 
tein U), great $9,000 first-run. 


$12,500 after sizzling $19,100 
new house record at regular | 


Brownout Slows Down 
L’ville; ‘Keys’ Tall 176, 
‘Enemy -Hines Fair 9G: 


Louisville, Feb. 6. 
“Keys of Kingdom,” at the Rialto, 
is grabbing the lion’s shart of biz 
currently. “Hearts Are Young and 
Gay” is catching attention at the 
Strand. Weather moderated over 





the downtown sector appears to 
have kept some patrons home. New | 


regulation has cut the number of | 
window shoppers” and _é strollers. 
While the purpose is to conserve 
fuel, reaction here is that some 


patrons don’t feel safe on the streets. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 


(RKO). From Rialto, okay $4,000. 
Last week, “Thin Man Goes Home” 
(M-G) and “Sergeant Mike” (Col), 
$4.500 on m.o. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
(M-G) and “Goin’ 
to Town” (RKO). Looks modest 
$1,700. Last week, “Laura” (20th) 
and “Doughgirls” (WB), $1,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300:. 40- | 
60)—“St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still going big at $12,000 after last 
week’s sock $20,000, way over ex- 
pectations. 

Mary Andersen (People’s) (1,000; 
40-60 )—““‘Have, Have Not” (WB) (2d 
wk). Standing up firmly despite 
single-bulbed marquee, fine $5,000. 
Last week, snappy $7,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 50-75) 
—“Enemy of Women” (Rep) and 
Earl Hines orch and Harlem Revue 
on stage. Fairish $9,000. Last week, 
“Kitty O’Day” (Mono) plus Ina Ray 
Hutton orch, others, on stage, modest 
$11,000. 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60 )—“Keys of Kingdom” (20th). Out 
in front with grand $17,00@ likely. 
Last week, “Princess and Pirate” 
(RKO), sturdy $15,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
40-60 )—“Hearts Young, Gay” (Par) 
and “Man Half Moon St.” (Par). 
Punching for strong $6,000. Last 
week, “Fighting Lady” (20th) and 


ie 





—26thy 2d wh), 


whi 





Weather Bops St. Louis; 
‘Song’ $16,000, Standout 


“Here oome the Waves,” b.o. leader 
ast week, will repeat as a holdover 
PO ttct, 4 0x: *& Song to Re- 
member,” at Loew’s, also h.o., will be 
only a step behind. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-55)— 
“Song to Remember” (Col). Will add 
neat $16,000 to big $19,000 for first 
stanza. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (2.000; 30-55)— 
“Blonde Fever’ ’(M-G) and “Dancing 
Manhattan” (Col). Fair $5,500. Last 
week, “30 Seconds Over. Tokyo” ‘(M- 
G) (2d wk), good $5,000. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000: 50-60) 
—"“Woman in Window” (RKO) and 
“Gal Loves Music” (U). Neat $14,500. 
Last week, “Together Again” (Col) 
and “Hi, Beautiful” (U), $17,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-60)—‘“Here 
Come the Waves” (Par) and “Dan- 
gerous Passage” (Par) (2d wk). Fat 
$17,000 to add to wham £26,500 for 
first session. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 50-60)— 
“Together Again” (Col) (1st wk) and 
“Now Tomorrow” (Par) (2d wir). 
Fine $10,000. Last week, “Can't Help 
Singing” (U) and “Now Tomorrow” 
(Par), $8,600. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 40-50)— 
“Accuse My -Parents” (PRC) and 
“Bluebeard’ ‘(PRC). Good $4,000. 
week, “ hgirls” (WB) and 








wk). Good enough $2,000 after first- | Last 
rate $2,500. first < 





“Bowery to Broadway” (U), $3,000. 


wi «22 ; oD 


Tonight’ Robust 346, Det.; Canteen’ 
Grand 256, ‘Thought of You OK 226 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimatee Total Gress 
This Week............ $686 600 
‘Based on 16 theatres) 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year..... 
(Based on 14 meatres) 


KEYS’ GREAT 
286, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 6. 
many rainy days, biz 








Despite 


in St. Louis,’ 
Duke Ellington will push “Falcon in 
Hollywood” to rousing session at the 
Golden Gate for week's standout. 
“Keys of Kingdom” also is great at 
theS\Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox ‘(F-WC) (4.651: 55-85) 
Me St. Louis” (M-G). Fancy $42,000 
Last week, “St. Louis,” one day, and 
“Have, Have Not” (WB), satisfactory 
$25,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,646: 55-85 )— 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th). Fat $28,- 
000. Last week, “Keys,” two days, 
and “Hearts Young, Gay” ‘Par), five 
days, $23,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Big Bonanza” (Rep) and stage show. 
Modest $22,000. Last week, “Sunday 
Dinner” (20th) and stage show, 
$25,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,400; 55-85 )— 
“Have, Have Not” (WB). Third week 
on Market St. Excellent $15,000. Last 
week, “Now Tomorrow” (Par) (five 
days, and “Have, Have Not” (WB), 


“Meet 


| two days, $11,000. 


State (F-WC) (2,133; 55-85)— 
“Fighting Lady” (20th) and “Sunday 
Dinner” (20th). So-so $9,000. Last 
week, “Lady” and “Dinner,” two 
days, and “30 Seconds Over Tokyo” 
(M-G), five days, $11,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60-95) 
—“Falcon Hollywood” (RKO) plus 
Duke Ellington orch on stage. Big 
$32,000. Last week, “Woman in Win- 
dow” (RKO) plus Ted Lewis orch 
(3d wk), great $28,000. 

Orpheum ‘Blumenfeld) (2,448; 40- 
85)—"“Song Remember” (Col) (3d 
wk). Strong $20,000. Last week, 
grand $24,000. ; 

United Artists ‘Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207: 40-85)—“‘Guest in House” (UA) 
(5th wk). Okay $8,000. Last week, 
neat $9,200. 


‘Tonight’ Bright 166, 





Cincy; ‘World’ Fat 156 


Cincinnati, Feb. 6. 

Unaffected by the regional gas- 
fuel conservation order, and likewise 
the five-day-week decreed by Gov. 
Frank J. Lausche for other sections 
of Ohio, downtown houses generally 
are having an above-par session. Of 
new entries “Tonight and Every 
Night” is fronting “Tomorrow World” 
by a small margin, Both are big. 
Twinned “She Gets Her Man” and 
“Eadie Was Lady” combo also rack- 
ing up a tall count. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 44-70)—“To- 
night, Every Nigtt” ‘<Col}---Spark- 
ling $16,000. Last week, “Keys of 
Kingdom” (20th), day-date with 
Grand, all right $12,500. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 44-70)— 
“Song to Remember” (Col) (2d wk). 
Robust $10,000 after sock $14,500 


teeoff. 

Family ‘RKO) (1,000; 30-40)— 
“Dangerous Passage” (Par) and 
“Tahiti Nights’ (Col) split with 
“Lady Scarface” (RKO) and “Jungle 
Cavalcade” (RKO). Reverting to 
split-week dualers following several 
months of full-week doubles. Nice 


$2,400. Last week, “Love Worl 
(Col) and “Mile. Fifi” (RKO), $2,300. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 44-70)— 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk). 
Hefty $7,000. Last week, also at 
Albee, okay $8,000. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500: 44-70)— 
“Here Come Waves” (Par). Move- 
over for third downtown week. 
Wham $8,000. Last week, “Thin Man 
Goes Home” (M-G), third main-line 
sesh, stout $5,000. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 44-70)—“She 
Gets Her Man” (U) and “Eadie Was 
Lady” (Col). Big $7,500. Last week, 
“Hollywood Canteen” (WB), fourth 
week downtown, great $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) ‘2,600: 44-70)—“To- 
morrow the World” ‘UA). Surpris- 
ingly strong $15,000. Hypoed by visit 
of Lester Cowan, film producer and 
big radio campaign handled _ by 
Martin Starr. week, “Here 
Come Waves” (Par) (2d wk), 
smash $14,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 44-70)— 
“Barbary Coast” (FC) and “Pack 
Up Troubles” (FC) (reissues). Fair 
$4,200. Last week, “Experiment 
Perilous” (RKO) (2d run), dull 
$3,500. . 


2 a 4 A : - aa 


is | 
holding up well. Fox, with “Meet Me | 
will get top coin, but | 


Strand (Silverman) 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

Four fresh bills have brightened 
up the loop here despite the browne 
out. With general strength shown 
by the new films, leadershi robe 
ably will go to “Tonight and Seere 
Night” at the Fox. Comparatively 
stronger are “Meet Me in St. Louis 
at United Artists and “Hollywood 
Canteen,” at Palms-State. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 60-85)— 
| “Keys of Kingdom” (20th) (3d wk) 





}and “She’s a Sweetheart” (Col). 
| Former from Fox, brisk $12,006 
likely. Last week, “House of Franke 
enstein” (U) and “Mummy’s Curse” 
(U) (2d wk), repeated after a wes k's 
between-booking, ditto 
Broadway-Capitol (United De- 
troit) (2,800; 60-85 ) Casanova 


| Brown” (RKO) and “Nevada” (RKO) 


;} (2d wk). From Michigan. Fin 
$14,000. Last week, “Here Pe 
Waves ’ (Par) (5th wk) and “Bride 
By Mistake” (RKO) (4th wk), 


Michigan moveover, $12,000 

Downtown (Howard Hughes) 
(2,800; 60-85)—“Princess and Pirate* 
(RKO) plus Martha Tilton, others 
| On stage (3d wk). Looking for stout 
$27,000 after great $32,000 second 
week, 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 60-85 

“Tonight and Every Night” (Col 


;}and “Dancing Manhattan” (Col), 
Robust $34,000. Last week, “Keys of 
Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk), great 
$26,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
60-85)—“‘Tender Comrade” (RKO 


and “Snow White” (RKO) (reissue), 
Repeating in loop for choice $6,000. 
Last week, “Laura” (20th) and “Step 
Lively,” nice $6°000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
60-85)—"Thought of You” «(WBS 
and “Lights Go On Again” (PRC), 
Okay $22,000. Last week, “Casanovg 
Brown” (RKO) and “Nevada 
(RKO), $24,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit 
(3,000; 60-85) —“Hollywood Canteen’ 
(WB). Off to a sturdy start with 
$25,000 in sight. Last week, “Since 
|Went Away” (Selznick-UA) (5th 
wk), wound up strong run at $14, 
000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
«2,000; 60-85)—“Meet Me St. Louis 
(M-G) and “Main St. After Dark” 
(M-G). Wham $24,000. Last week, 
“Lonely Heart” (RKO) and “Bow- 
ery Champs” (Mono), disappointing 
$16,000. 


‘Window’ Hefty $17,000, 
Prov.; ‘Singing’ Lusty 
166, ‘St. Louis’ 186, 2d 


Providence, Feb. 6. 

“Meet Me in St. Louis” is topping 
the town, though in its second week 
at Loew’s State. First session made 
a new record at present. scale. 
Strongest amo the new bills is 
RKO Albee’s “Woman in the Win- 
dow.” Majestic’s “Can't Help Sing- 
ing” also is strong. Little effect noted 
in current biz despite main stemmers’ 
self-adopted po of opening two 
hours later each day. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,100; 44-60)— 
“Woman in Window” (RKO) and 
“Gal Loves Music” (RKO). Strong 
$17,000. Last week, “Belle of Yukon 
(RKO) and “Johnny Doesn't Live 
Here” (RKO) nice $15,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-55) 
—*Winged Victory” (20th) (3d downs 
town wk). From Majestic, nice $5,» 
500. Last week, “Together Again 
(Col) and “She’s Sweetheart” (Col) 
(2d run), $5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 44-55)—‘“Goin’ 
to Town” (RKO) and vaude on stage. 
Fat $7,000. Last week, “She Gets Her 
Man” (U) and vaude, $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-60)— 
“Can't Help Sin > (U). Nifty for 
family house, g $16,000. Las 
week, “Winged Victory” (20th) (2 
wk), solid $14,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
60)—“Sons of Desert” (M-G) (reise 
sue) and vaude on stage for three- 
day weekend run. Fairly good $5,000. 
Last week, “When Thief Meets Thief” 
(U) (reissue) and Lionel Hampton 
orch on stage for three-day week- 
ender, nice $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 50-60)—“Meet 
Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). Stron 
$18,000. First sesh set new record a 
present scale with huge $26,500. 
(2,000: 44-60) 
—“Man from Half-Moon St.” ‘Par) 
and “Ministry of Féar” Par). 
Opened Monday Last week, 
“Now Tomorrow” (Par) and “Let's 
Go Steady” (Col) (3d wk), solid 
$9,500 


6 , 9° 

Bowery’ Goes ‘Dark’ in Tint 

Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Darryl Zanuck’s old production, 
‘The Bowery,” will be remade as a 
Technicolor musical at 20th-Fox un- 
der the title, “Broadway After 
Dark,” with Walter Morosco produc- 
ing. 

James Monaco and Mack Gordon 
are writing new song numbers for 











j the film. 
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Marquees are dimmed, but grosses 
steady “Something for 
the standout of 

into boff $14,000 at small-} 

geater Garrick, and “Bowery to 

Broadway ’-“Girl Rush,” d at 
Palace. looks highly satisfactory $23,- 

000 “Shes’ a Sweetheart,” paired | 
with strong stage bill headed by 
Spike Jones’ band at Oriental, should | 


get stout $33,000. Holdover parade | 
continues hefty, with grand $53,000 
for “Hearts Young and Gay” at Chi- 
¢gago and $27,000 for “Keys of King- 


eontinue 
Boys” 


heading 


is openings, 


laiel 


dom” at State-Lake, both on second 
weeks 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-95) “To- 
gether Again’ (Col) (3d wk) Very 
ood $11.000 Last week, rousing 
14,000 ; 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-95) 
“Hearts Young, Gay” (Par) with Car- 
men Cavallaro orch on stage (2d 
wk) Staunch $53,000. Last week, 
great $60,000 . 
Downtown (Barger) (1,600; 44-95) 
Climax” (U) (2d run) with 
letcher Henderson orch, Moke & 
oke. others, heading stage show 
verage $14,000. Last week. “Under 
ores Skies” (U), with Ann Corio, | 
Stepin Fetchit on stage, trim $14.500 
Garrick (B&K) (900: 95-95) 
“Something for Boys” (20th). Opened 
Saturday (3). Looks near smash $14.- 
000. Last week, “Conquering Hero” 
(Par) and “Dark Mountain” (Par) 
(3d wk). big $7,000 in eight days 
Grand (RKO) (1,150: 55-95) Tall 
in Saddle” (RKO) and “Falcon Hol- 
lywood” (RKO) Oke $8,200 Last 
week, “Can't Help Singing” (U) and 
“Enter Arsene Lupin” (U) (3d wk). 
°@6 days. and “Saddle” (RKO) and 
“Falcon” (RKO), 1 day, good $10,000 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95) 


(Col) with Spike 
Potent $33.000 


“She’s Sweetheart” 
Jones orch on gtage 


fast week. “Eadie Was Lady” (Col) 
with Clyde Lucas. orch, Phil Regat 
on stage. nifty $27,000 

Palace (RKO) (2,500 55-95) 
“Bowery to Broadway” (U) and “Girl 
Rush” «RKO) Steadv $23.000. Last 
week. “Tall in Saddle” (RKO) and 
“Falcon Hollywood” (RKO) (2d wk) 
6 days, and “Bowery” (U) and 
“Rush” (RKO), 1 day, neat $22,000 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 55-95) 
“Hollywood Canteen” (WB) (3d wk). 
Smart $14,000. Last week, solid 
$16,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 55-95) 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk) 
Terrif $27,000. Last week. boff 

e $34,000. 


United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 55-95) 

—“30 Seconds Tokyo” (M-G) (7th 
wk). _ Fair $16,000. Last week. brisk 
$18,000 

Woods 
“Princess 
wk). 
$17.5000. 


| ‘Singing’ Loud $29,000, 
Hub; ‘Vanities’ Boosts 
‘Eadie’ 286, ‘Lady’ 256 


Boston. Feb. 6. 
“Can't Help Singing.” top new bill | 
in town, is powerful biz getter here 
this week. yet “Waves ‘and “Song to 


(1,200: 55-95)— 
(RKO) 


(Essaness ) 
& Pirate” 





Remember” both remain potent on natn Lahen (Shee) (3.000; 40:70)—| 

holdovers. “Sunday Dinner” and | wr Have Have Not” (WB). Robust 

“Fighting Lady” are — $ he $17,660 or near, great ‘considering 

mount and Fenway. Ear! Carro curtailed operations. Last week 

To nr «SV aritiestes appt: ee egy ay Wie (2d wk), 
dy” to a big week at the Boston Wit. ge tury” (20th) w 


O. “Dark Waters,” 
solid. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10)— 
“Eadie Was a Lady” (RKO) plus Ear! 
Carroll's “Vanities” on stage. Girl 
show is boosting biz to strong $29-000. | 
great for non-band show. Last week. 
‘House Frankenstein” (U) with Louis 


at Majestic, is 


i Majestic (Shubert) (1,500: 40-74)— 
Dark Waters” 
first-run bill. Last week. “Naughty | 
Marietta” (M-G) (re-issue), ‘9.000. 
‘i Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 40-75)— 
Can't Help Singing” (U) and “Enter 
Lupine” (U). Heading for smash $29.- 
Last week, “Winged Victory” | 
(20th) (24 wk). Okay $20,000. 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-74) | 
~—“Here Come Waves” (Par?) and 
‘Dangerous Passage” (Par) (2d wk). 





— big at $26,000 after wow $22.500. 
yee. age OtPheum (Loew) (2.900: 35-75)— | 
_, * °“Song to Remember” (Col) (24 wk). 





} 
(12th | 
Sturdy $15,000. Last week, big} 


rima orch, others on stage, wow 
$30,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1273: 4N-74)— 
“Sunday Dinner” (20th) and “Fight- | 
ing Lady” (20th). Sock first-run pair | 
at $8,000. Last week, “Hollywood | 
Canteen” (WB), $7,300. 


(UA). Neat $10.000 on | 


Chi Okay; Boys Smash 146, Bowery 
Sturdy 23G, ‘Sweetheart-Jones 336 


Chicago, Feb. 6. + 





Still husky 
great $31,000 


$26,000. Last 


Remains over. 


at week, 


Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-74)— 
“Sunday Dinner” (20th) and “Fight- | 
ing Lady” (20th). Staunch first-run 
draw at near-capacity $17,000, Last 
week Hollywood Canteen’ (WB) 
(3d wk), great $15,800 

State (Loew) (3,200; 35-75)—“Song 
to Remember” (Col) (2d wk). Wow 
$13,000. Last week, huge $18,000 


Splits bill with Orphuem next week 
but could have held. 


Translux (Translux) (900: 30-74) 
“Mummy's Curse” (U) and “Dead 
Man’s Eyes” (U). Nice $5,000 on sec- 


ond week t following $7,00 000 last. 


To Have Vande 
Boffo 286, D. C: 


Washington, Feb. 6 
“To Have and Have Not,” only} 
new picture in town, is boffo at the 
Earle “Between Two Women” 


pulled so well it won a holdover at| 
Capitol, did Deanna Durbin 
“Can't Singing” at the 
Keith's 
Estimates for 
Capitol 


as 


Help 


This Week 
(Loew) (3.434: 44-72)— 
“Between Two Women” 
vaude (2d wk). 
week, surprised 
Columbia 
“Guest 
$6.500 
tory 


Big $19.000. 
with $28,000. 
(Loew) (1,234: 44-72)— 

Ho ise”’ (UA) Looks pert 
Last week, “Winged Vic- 
(20th). high $7,800 

Earle (WB) (2,240 
Have, Have Not” 
Only new picture in town, boffp 
$28.000 Last week, “Hollywood 
Canteen” (WB) (3rd wk). trim $19,- 
000 

Keith’s (RKO) 
“Can't Help 
Solid at 
$16,000 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800: 

“Hollywood Canteen” (WB) 
wk) Will get $5,000 Last 
good $6,200 

Palace (Loew) (2.778: 
“Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Strong $19,000 and may hold for 
third w eek. Last week, $26,500. 


All Buff. SSE Shut 
One Day, But ‘To Have’ 


Last 


30-90 )—“To 


(1,800: 
Singing” (U) 
$12,000. Last 


34-66 )— 
(2d wk). 
week, fine 


week, 


$17,000, ‘Lady’ 126, OK 


Buffalo, Feb. 6. 
the first time since the first 
World War al! Buffalo theatres were 
ordered closed by city authori- 
ties from 11 o’clock Sunday (4) night 
i until noon today (Tues.) because of 
fuel emergency. All houses are op- 
| erating on curtailed schedules for the | 
| sonnieniae of week. Result is that | 
} every 
pared to recent takes 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3.500: 40-70)—| 

“Thin Man Goes Home” 
|“Blonde Fever” (M-G). Fair $12,000 
or under. Last week, “Hearts Young. 
Gay” (Par) plus Charlie Spivak orch 
on stage, immense $30,000. 


| For 





| satisfactory $12,500. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40- 70)—“Fight- 





ing Lady” (20th) and “Sunday Din- 
ner” (20th ). Bright $12,000. Last 
| week, “Hollywood Canteen” (WB), 
| strong $8,500 for third week down- 
| town. 
| Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 
|: ‘House Frankenstein” (U) and} 
‘Mummy's Curse” (U). Exciting} 
$12.500. Last week. “Suspect” (U)| 
and “Night Club Girl” (Rep), mild 





; $8,500 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Belle of Yukon” (RKO) and “Falcon 
Hollywood” (RKO) (2d wk). Mod- 
‘est $8,000. Last week. snappy $13,000. | 


‘Tonight’- -Vaude 20G In 
| * Balto; ‘Have’ Sock 22G_ 


Baltimore. Feb. 6 


The big news here this week is “To 
Have and Have Not” at the eiaales 
| reaching out for a top figure. Also 


“Tonight and Every Night” 


potent is 
Rest of town is 


| at the combo Hipp. 
|in nice groove. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew's-UA) (3,000: 20-60) 
|_“Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d 
|wk), Holding up to great $17,000 


in | 
small 


(M-G) with,} 


(WB) with vaude. | 


44-72)— | 


theatre will be way off com-| 


(M-G), | 


% 


'CEE HAAKBACK TQ)N.Y. Sold: ‘Caballeros’ Record 406, 
DEPRESSION FRA Suspect Strong 356, Rochester Ups 


Detroit, Feb. 6 

While there is no marked evidence 
iof it yet, downtown theatre oper- 
ators here figure that one of the 
reactions of the brownouts is 
to be a resumption 
| going 

“Amusement 
{ter of habit,” 
| predicted. 
| tive or 


of nabe 


a mat- 
here 


going is just 
one exhibitor 
the 


crowded, public 





Other details on fuel con- 
servation, et al., on Page One. 











| wilt drop a few months back on 
| their picture-going and figure they 
are up-to-date by catching theil 


films elose to home.” 

What the owners of the dimly-lit 
downtown houses here have in mind 
was the depression. During those 
| years the public stayed close to home 
| and saved coin by catching their 
films as they came into the neigh- 
| borhoods. It took several years to 


| 


goirg | 
theatre- | 


| sational 


“If the loop isn’t attrac- | 
likely | 


| eros” is terrific at the Globe, where 
it should hit $40,000 or over to estab- 
lish a new house record. Contrib- 
uting to the attainment of this figure ! 


| Rialto 


| rebuild the public interest in catch- | 


sooner—i.e., in the 
exhibitors 


loops 


ing their pixs 
first-runs. The 
that with the 
|tractive, with a 
“crowds which beget the crowds,” 
the public will start drifting away 
from its hurry-up habit on pix- 
going, and once it takes its films a 
few’ months behind the openi 
will be satisfied to continue 
film buying. 


no longer at- 


diminishing of 


> 
ng 


sucn 





‘KEYS FANCY 


SMG INK.C. 


as does 


30-55) | | this week, 


(2d | 


Feb. 6 
is holding 
“Keys of the 


Kansas City, 
| Continued bad weather 
| biz down at deluxers 
Kingdom,” day-and-date at the Es- 
|quire, Uptown and Fairway, is the 
| top-coiner. “Meet Me in St. Louis” is 
| steady in a five-day h.o. at the Mid- 
{land after a rousing initial stanza. 
Others are not so strong. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and _ Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043: and 700: 
40-60)—“Keys of Kingdom” (20th). 
Hefty $15,500. Last week, “Sunday 
Dinner” (20th), $15,200. : 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: 40-60)— 
“Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fancy $11,500 for five-day h.o. after 
torrid $18,000 first round. Holdover 


“National Velvet” (M-G). 





| $29,000 total for first two sessions. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 46-65)— 
| “Consvirators” (WB) and “Nevada” 
| (RKO). Healthy $12,000. Last week. 
| “Woman im Window” (RKO) with 
“Johnny Doesn’t Live Here” (Mono) 
(2d wk). trim $9,506 to follow excel- 
| lent $13,000 initial seven days. 
| Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.100; 39-60) 
—“Accuse My Parents” 
|\“Babes on -Swing St.” (U) with 
|vaude. Modest $10,000. Last week. 
“I'm From Arkansas” (PRC) and 
“Gambler's Choice” 
revue, good $11,000. 





after rousing gétaway at $23.200. best 
in months. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-74 }—“Tonight, Every Night” (Col) 
plus vaude. Mopping up at smash 
| $20.000 or near. Last week, “Falcon 
| Hollywood” (RKO) plus “Gay Nine- 
ties Revue” and Joe E. Howard, solid 





| $16,400. 

| Ke th’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- 
60)—“Now Tomorrow” (Par) (3d 
wk). Maintaining pace at $9,000 after 


Cone steady second round at $13.300. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55 )-—"Big 
Bonanza’ (Indie }. Average $4.000 
i Last week, “Alaska” (Mono), in sim- 
ilar groove at $3,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,680: 20-60)— 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th). G dnt 
| $12,000. plenty big for house. Last 
| week. “Sunday Dinner” (20th) and 
“Fighting Lady” (20th), solid $9.600. 


| esi mostly to strength of the latter. 
| Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-66)— 
“Have. Have Not” (WB). Clicking 
iw ham $22.000. Last week. “French- 
man’s Creek” (Par) (3d wk). $9.200. 
| Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,840: 20- 
|60)—“Blonde Fever” (M-G). Fairish 


$4,000. Last week. “Guest in House” 
| (UA). moveover from downstairs 
Century, $3.900. 


cut short to give Thursday opening to | 


figure | 





Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 45- 
65)—“Have. Have Not” (WB) (3d | 
wk). Nifty $9.500 to add to solid 


| “Thin 
| Frankie Carle orch, Marilyn Maxwell 
j}and Johnny Morgan (2d wk). 


= 


(PRC) and |‘ 


- BROWNOUTS TO UP NABE B.0.S? 





‘Music’ Big 386, Speaking’ Fair 266 


Several 
Broadway 


additional 
during the past week 
together with all but one 
range from good to sen- 
The brownout, which 
into effect Thursday (1), did not ap- 
pear to cause any damage nor has 
the prospect of chilly theatres due 


on 
and these, 
holdo, el 

went 


to the heating crisis seemed to dis-| 


courage attendance. 


Among new ones, “Three Cabal- 


are increased prices. Former range 


of 60c to $1.20 has been increasged for | 
this picture, at least at beginning of | 


run, to from 80c opening and $1.50 
at night. Another strong entry is 
“The Suspect.” which finished its 


first week at the €riterion last night 
(Tues.) at near to $35,000, immense. 
has a Strong biz-getter , in 
“Destiny.” It will get $10, 000 or 
better and holds over. “Roughly 
Speaking” short of good at the 
Hollywood but shows an okay profit, 
as house is geared, at a little better 
than $26,060 on initial seven day: 
through last night (Tues.). 

Music Hall, currently on second 
week with “Song to Remember,’ 
still piling "em in and 
socko $122,000. better by $2,000 than 
for first week and holds. “Thin Man 


is 


Is 


Goes Home” and an in-person show 
including the Frankie Carle orch, 
Marilyn Maxwell and Johnny Mor- 
gan, continues at a fast gait at the 
Capitol. Second week looks to get 
$71,000, less than $1,000 behind | 


initial frame. 
smash take for a second week is the | 
Strand bill of “Objective Burma” 
and the Artie Shaw. band. with $65,- 
000 or thereabouts seen, as against 
$69.800 for first stanza. Also holds, 
“Woman in Window,” 


is pushing 
$38,000. 
The 


toward a very strong 


State is wowing ’em with 
“Music For Millions” on second run 
and, for terrific stage support, the 
personal appearance of Rochester 
(Eddie Anderson). Al Trace and 
Silly Symphonists also are on the 
rostrum. Week's take should run to 
$38,000 or over, exceptionally big 
here. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (City Investing) (1,140; 60- 
$1.20)—“Princess and Pirate” (RKO) 
opens a run here on Friday (9). “Mu- 
sic for Millions” (M-G), forced out 
Sunday night (4) through inability 
of Loew’s to renew its lease, hit a 
stout $30,300 on its final (10th) week, 
near to the $31,500 garnered the prior 
stanza. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4.820; 60-$1.20 )— 
Man Goes Home” (M-G), 


Hold- 
ing up amazingly well at $71,000. 
right bening the $71,900 registered 
for the first. Remains on. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—“The Suspect” (U) (2d wk). Very 
big at near to $35,000 on initial seven 
days through last night (Tues.). 
‘Can't Help Singing” (U), in ahead, 


/went two days behind a fifth week, 
(on the nine days getting a satisfac- 


(Par) with stage | 





tory $22,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 80-$1.50)— 
“Three Caballeros’ (RKO). A sen- 
sational draw here. with $40,000 or 
over sighted on first week, new high 
for house, and holds. Prices have 
been raised from 60-$1.20 to 80-$1.50. 
The final (6th) week for “Tomorrow 
the World” (UA) was a good $14,500. 

Getham (Brandt) (900: 60-$1.20)— 
Mr. Emmanuel” (UA) (5th wk). Re- 
mains steady. looking $12,000 or over 
this week (5th). close to the $12,700 
scored the fourth. and continues on. 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 50-$1.20) 
—“Roughly Speaking” (WB) (2d 
wk). Under hopes here at a little 
over $26.000 on first week ended last 


night (Tues.) but good profit. The 
16th frame for “Have, Have Not” 
(WB). big monev-maker on engage- 
ment. was $18.100. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.10)— 
“Woman in Window (RKO) (2d 
wk). On initial holdover session 


should hit very strong $38,000. First 


week went to nearly $44.000, socko. 
Holds further. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664; 60-$1.20) 
—Ministry of Fear” (Par). Johnny 
Long orch, Lovis Jordan’s Tympany 
Five, Lorraine Rognan and Jan Mur- 
ray open here today (Wed.) after six 
highly profitab'e weeks with “Here 
| Come Waves” (Par) and the Woody | 
Herman orch plus Buddy Lester, 


shows arrived | 


Concluding frame v\v 
000, the fifth 


as a Strong $64,- 
week $65,000 

Radio City Music Hall 
feller (5.945: 60-$1.10) 
Remember” (Col) and 
wk). Hitting on all sixes, with this 
week (2d) looking smash $122,000, 
beating first’s $120,000, unusual with- 
} out a holiday. Holds a third 


(Rocke- 
“Song to 
Stagesh VW (2d 


Ss) 


Republic (Brandt) (1,064: 50-$1.10) 
|\—"“On ArfW¥al” (Rep) (2d-final wk). 
| Very poor at only about $3,300. while 
| initial round was the same at $4,100 
“Chicago Kid” (Rep) comes in Sat- 
urday (10) 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 40-85 )—“Des- 
tiny” (U). Big at $10,000 or over. and 
holds Last week. “Man in Half Moon 
St.” (Par) (2d wk), fell off sharply 
to a light $6,000 


Rivoli (UA-Par) (1,092; 
“Keys of Kingdom” 
Continues a steady 


76-$1.25 »— 
(20th) (6th wk). 
pace, this week 


looking probable $31,000, near to the 
stout $33,000 scored for the fifth. Re- 
|mains here until early in March. 
| Roxy (20th) (5,886; 60-$1.20)— 
| “Hangover Square” (20th) and Mil- 
lton Berle open today (Wed.). The 
{second week for “Sunday Dinner” 
(20th) and Cafe Zanzibar nitery re- 
|}vue hit a sturdy $77,000: the first 
was $87.000 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 43-85 )\—“Mu- 


should hit a| 


Goes a third. Another | 


which [ 
its second at the Palace, | 


sic for Millions” (M-G) (2d run) and, 


in person, Rochester (Eddie Ander- 
son), plus Al Trace’s Silly Sympho- 
nist With Rochester a terrific draw 
on his personal here, $38,000 or over, 
very big. is seen. Last week, second 
for “30 Seconds Over Tokyo” (M-G) 
(2d run), with Jean Parker and Joey 
Adams on stage, was stout $30,000 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 60-$1.20)— 
“Objective Burma” (WB) and Artie 


| Shi aw ofch (2d wk). Continues socko, 
with high $65.000 expected, close to 


| initial week’s pace when $69,800 was 
clocked. Holds a third. 





Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
“Fighting Lady” (20th) (4th wk). 
Finished third canto last night 





(Tues.) at very strong $24,000, while 
second was a big $25,000. 


Main St.-Prima 
Loud 286, Philly | 


Philade!phia, Feb. 6. 
It's holdover time in Philly, with 
only two minor openings, but biz fs 
still boffo. Surprise is continued 
torrid pace set by “Meet Me in St. 
Louis” and “Have, Have Not.” Only 
openings are “Ministry of Fear” and 
“Main Street After Dark.” Latter 
teamed with Louis Prima band. 
Ex<timates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303: 40-85)—“Meet 
— ld nan ast oO Sixth aa 
bullish $18,000, — 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (600, 40-85)— 
“Hollywood Canteen” (WB») (2d run). 
week, “Naugiity 








Neat $7,500. Last 
Marietta” (M-G) (reissue) okay $4,- 
000 on five days of second week. 
Boyd (WB) (2,560; 40-85)—“Keys 
of Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
$17,500 after nice $22,500 opener. 


“National Velvet” (M-G) opens 
Thurs. (8). 

Earle (WB) (2,760: 50-95)—“Maia 
St. After Dark” (M-G) with Louis 
Prima orch. Husky $28.000 or over. 
Last week, “Johnny Doesn't Live 
Here” (Mono), with Tony Pastor 


orch, nice $21,500. 

Fox (WB) (2.245: 40-85 Fine ane 
Victory” (20th) (2d,wk). Fine $24,- 
500. Last week. solid $29,500 plus 
great $4.800 for one-day showing at 
Earle. 

Kariten (Goldman) (1.000: 40-85)— 


“Princess and Pirate’ (RKO: (3d 
run). 


“Lonely Heart” (RKO), good $7,500 
for second run. 
Keith’s (Goldman) (2.2060: 40-85)— 


“Frenchman's Creek” 
(2d wk). 


(Par) (2d run) 
Nice $5,700. Last week, 
$7.500. 


Masibaum (WB). (4.692: 40-85)— 
“Have, Have Not” (WB) (3d wk). 
Still punchy at $25,500. Last week, 
solid $31,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2.760; 40-85)—“Now 
Tomorrow” (Par) (3d wk). Oke $19,- 





i 
| 


L 


500. Second canto, bright $24,800. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 40-85)—"Min- 

istry of Fear” (Par). 

| Dlus fairish $3,000 for 

Earle. Last week, “San 

(U), s0-se $6,500. 


Love” 


Bangup $10.500. Last week, ~ 


Neat $12,560 
one-day at 


en SOA Ee eS eee 


ype yen 2» AER RARE YS enn 


pees 


4 














pony 9. on Sone a tS 
























VARIETY _ Wednesday, February 7, 1945 














CENTURY-FOX 
PROUDLY | 


PRESENTS og 
THE OPINIONS 

OF THE 

TRADE PRESS 

OV THR 

BOX- OFFICE 

IMPORTANCE 














BETTY SMITHS 


el tee 






ORC NEN Doon meme Seven 





RED CROSS WAR PUND WEEK— MARCH 15-21 























Weduesday, February 7, 1945 


VARIETY 





“Outstanding box-office! Greater impact 
than the novel!” —M. P. Daily 


“Sure of big grosses! Imposing box- 


office stature!” —Film Daily 


“Most popular novel since Gone With The 
Wind —absorbing all the way! "—™. P. Herald 


“One of the fine film dramas of the year! 
— Variety 


“A superlative job! Heart-stirring! Sure- 
fire!” —The Independent 


“Top-grade drawing power! 


—Showmen’s Trade Review 


“Certain to return tremendous grosses!” 
—Hollywood Reporter 
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DIRECTED BY | PRODUCED BY 


BUA KAZAN - LOUIS D. LIGHTON 


SCREEN PLAY BY TESS SLESINGER AND FRANK DAVIS *— 
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ie 3ettgemass sind doch 


sehr bald von innen 
sehen! Oles war vorher 
_ nicht moglich! 

Gebr. Warner! 














Official translation: 
ATTENTION! You ARE VERY SOON TO SEE THE INSIDE 
JACK L. WARNER OF THE HOTEL BERLIN THIS HAS NOT FOR AMERICANS 


~—-— * 


Executive Producer BEFORE BEEN POSSIBLE! ACH ! THOSE TIMELY WARNER BROS! 















pte) bein ty bet td mc itetuchs 








ther 








Wednesday, February 7, 1 


945 


VARIETY 





PICTURES 18 





0th, Par, Loew's, WB Ask 1806 


Judgments on‘ 


Actions were started by 20th-Fox, 


Loew’s (Metro) and/| 
Wariner in N. ¥. State Su- 
preme Court against Irving Renner, | 
Louis Nelson and others operating | 
the Endicott circuit, and William | 


Paramount, 


Rrac 
ae * wee 


Namenson, circuit accountant, last} 
week. on charges of having made 
fraudulent boxoffice reports on per- 


( of pictures. The four major 
distributors ask $180,000 total judg- 


mnt ie 
t any 


ments representing amount due 
them as result of alleged juggling. | 

The suit is the first of this sort 
to be filed in the Greater New York 


area, but others may follow. Learned 
that probes of books and rec- 
ords of additional theatre owners | 
and exhibitors have been conducted 
ever recent months. 

The fraudulent reports which the | 
defendants are charged with hav- 
ing made cover percentage films ex- 
hibited during 1940-44. Not only are | 
the defendants charged with having} 


othe 


} 
| 


fraudulently altered the books, but 
they are alleged to have bribed 
checkers of the distributor com- 


panies in order to make the reports 
| 


Producers Meet to Pick 
Central Casting Prez 


> 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Producers will call early meeting | 
to select new president and possibly 
new executive v.p. and directing 
head of Central Casting Corp. Fred 
W. Beetson, current exec v.p., has 
been ill for more than year and 
friends urge him to retire com- 
pletely. Understood he is reluctant 
to step out until successor is located. 
Inclination is to move up Howard 
Philbrick from his spot as general 
manager to take over Beetson chores, 
which he has been handling in lat- 
ter’s absence. 
Y. Frank Freeman has been serv- 
ing as president of producers group, 
continuing in post when others who 





| 





were offered job claimed pressure of | 
duties was such they could not ac- 


cept. Will Hays will appear at an- 
nual meeting this month and is ex- 
pected to explain about proposals 
made to Eric Johnston, president of 


the U. S. Chamber of Commerc, to} 


join industry. 





Indie Theatre Service 
Name of Jersey Group 


Independent Theatre Service, Inc., 
will be the name of the booking as- | 
sociation being organized by several 


leading independent exhibitors of 
New Jersey. 
Leaders met at the Astor hotel, 


N. Y.. yesterday (Tuesday) to dis-| 
@uss organizational plans. 

At a session Thursday (1) in Tren- 
ton, it was agreed that Lee New- 
bury, who has a circuit of 11 theatres 
in New Jersey, will act as official 
spokesman for the new booking com- 
bine, which will tee off with 
least 70 theatres. 


Re-Name Bennett in Wash. 


William Bennett, business repre- 
sentative of the Washington, D. C., | 
stagehands union, Local 22, who ran | 
Richard F. Walsh a close race for | 
the presidency of the IATSE at the 








bi-annual convention in St. Louis 
last June, has been re-elected biz! 
agent in Washington 


consecutive term. 
Other Washington officers elected | 
are Daniel V. Peck, president; John | 
Hurly, first v.p.; Walter Peter, sec: | 
ond v.p.; John J. Ryan, third v.p.:) 
T. Clarence Trundle, recording sec- | 
retary; John Lewis, financial secre- 
tary and George Becker, treasurer. 


for the 10th 
| 


| 


Anne Gillis Comes Back 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Injured in a motor crash last Au- 
gust and presumably through with 
acting, Anne Gillis returns to pic- 
tures in “The Amazing Mr. M” at} 
Republic. 
Joseph Schildkraut, Billie Burke 
and Eugene Pallette head the cast. 


ANOTHER DUMAS FOR COL. 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Columbia taps the proliiic Alex- | 
ander Dumas for another swash- 
buckler to follow the recently com- 
pleted “Fighting Guardsman.” 
Next will be “The Gallant Blade,” 
Produced by Michel Kraike, from a 
screen adaptation by Ted Thomas. 








Meet 


| around 





| 
| 


False’ B.0. Reports 





Ida Lupino on Loanout — 
Hollywood, Feb. 6 

Hunt Stromberg borrowed Ida| 
Lupino from Warners to star in the 


“Young Widow,” 


indie production, 
starting in two weeks 

Actress is permitted to make one 
outside picture annually unde 
contract with Warners 


nel 


$5,000,000 IN DIMES 
FROM U.S. THEATRES 


Following the close of the March 


of Dimes drive for 1945 in the na- 
tion’s theatres over the past week- 
j}end, reports reaching N. Y. head- 
quarters indicate that collections 


| will exceed the record-breaking total 


of $5,000,000, which was the goal of 
the campaign this year. 

reports from Loew's 
theatres approximately $530,-| 
000 collected this year against $444,- | 
000 in 1944. RKO-theatres collected 
$232,000 as compared to $199,500 in 
1944: Warner houses in northern} 
N. J., $54,000 as compared to $47,200 | 
a year ago; Century circuit theatres, 
$26,118 as against $18,000 a year ago. 


Incomplete 


show 





Hollywood Tops Last Year 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Motion picture industry’s con- 
tribution to the March of Dimes 
campaign for 1945 was $71,680, top- | 
ping the quota by 19% and exceed- 
ing last year’s total by 46%. 

Fred S. Meyer, industry campaign | 
chairman announced that 19,852 con- 
tributors went over the top by $11,- 
680 in the two-week drive against 
infantile paralysis. 


Par Puts Nine Pactees 


On Loanout Chores 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Lend-lease system is getting a 
heavy play at Paramount, with nine 
contract players on loanout to other 
companies in important pictures. 

In circulation are Virginia Welles, 
“Kiss and Tell”; Robert Benchley 
and Bob Graham, “Weekend at the | 
| Waldorf”; Barbara Britton, “Till We 
Again”; Johnny Coy, “That’s | 
the Spirit’; Audrey Young, “George | 
White’s Scandals of 1945"; Byron 
Barr, “Follow That Woman,” and 
Ann Doran, “This Love of Ours.” 








N. C. Turns Down 
3% Theatre Tax 


Raleigh, N. C., Feb. 6. 

Joint Finance Committee of the} 
N. C. general assembly by a de- 
cisive majority, rejected the recom- 


Valentino Still Boffo 
For All Distaffers 


Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 

Bobbysockers are flocking, even 
as their mothers did, to a reissue of 
“Son of the Sheik,” a Rudolph Val- 
entino starrer, filmed in 
currently circulating in 
California. 

Exhibitors expected the picture to 
draw eiaérvivy"rémmes tor’ 110staigic 
reasons, but the kids outnumber the 
matrons. 


Southern 


USO Unit Performs At 


Shuttle Base in Russia, 
Promotes U.S.-Soviet Tie 


First 


tlainment init to go 


and only American enter- 


into Russia has 
base af- 


Soviets, 


a Persia 


rned to 


sight days among the 


for a praiseworthy job of bettering 
between Yanks and 
USO-Camp 
titled “Jingle 


permission 


understanding 
the Russ 
Shows 

Jangle,” 


Troupe, a 
variety unit 


got special 


spend a week at an American flyer | 


shuttle base in January, while work- | 


out of Teheran 


ing 


Unit had played for GIs in Brazil, | 


Cairo, Iraq (where they entertained 
British troops as well as U. S.) and 
Iran (Persia). While at Teheran, 
Major Gordon Jones, Special Serv- 
ices officer in charge at this city, 
negotiated with Moscow for permis- 
sion to send unit to Russia to enter- 
tain GIs at an unnamed shuttle base. 


Jones is a former film actor, best 
known for role of “The Wreck” in 
“My Sister Eileen.” After two 


weeks of negotiations, permission 
was granted, 

Unit entertained Russ officials and 
mechanics at shuttle base as well as 
Americans. One day unit also drove 
in ambulance to Russ hospital to 
put on show for Soviet and Ameri- 
can convalescents, and when finished, 
were entertained in turn with a per- 
formance by hospital personnel, in- 
cluding Russ doctors, wounded and 
guards, many of whom 
were actors. 


American unit consisted of Judy 


ier: Judy Roberts 
| Garvey, magician 
| accordionist. 


singer; Charles 
and Ella Perry, 





| Seattle Clearance Beef 


Seattle, Feb. 6. 

Opening of Lake City theatre in 
suburban Seattle last Thursday night 
(1) has stirred up a hornet’s nest on 
clearances which has landed in the 
lap of Joe Monahan, local rep of 
American Arbitration Assn. 
in Burien City and Kirkland, not 
quite so close to the nabe and first- 
run houses of Seattle, those points 


being separate corporate cities or 
towns. 





mendations of the Advisory Budget 
Commission for restoration of the 
3% gross receipts tax levied upon 


acy theaures at the timé Or tiie- eriact- 


ment of the 3% general sales tax in 
1933, which was removed in 1943. 

The action involves an- annual 
saving in revenue to the theatres of 
between $300,000 and $500,000 a vear. | 
The tax produced $541,000, the last 
year it was levied (of which $80,000 
accrued in prior years). Theatre at- 
tendance since that year (1942-43) 
has increased materially. 


Rodgers Skeds Coast Trip 


William F. Rogers, v.p. and gen- 
eral sales manager for Metro, cur- | 
rently vacationing 
scheduled to 
March 





in Miami, is 
leave for the Coast 
15. He will be ac- 
companied by Jack Flynn, M-G 
western sales manager Rodgers 
will return to N. Y. before leaving 
for Hollywood, being expected back 
at the home office shortly 
J. Robert Rubin, Loew’s, Inc., 
legal topper, currently in Phoenix. 


| is expected in Hollywood in about 


a week. 


HORMAN’S NO. 2 FOR U 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Arthur T. Horman, recently ele- 
vated from writer to producer-| 
writer at Universal, draws “The 
Runaround” as his second chore. 
Picture will be based on his own 
story and screenplay. 
Filming starts when he finishes! 
his first producer assignment, “Meet ! 
a Genius,” starring Abbott and) 
Costello. 





| atres, 


Higgins wants 14-day clearance on 
first-runs and shorter than prevalent 
periods on subsequents. Now the 
rule is 42 days after first 14-day run. 
Higgins charges 55c at Lake City 
theatre, against 80c for downtown 
first-runs. He has filed action against 
Warners. Metro and Evergreen The- 
claiming such service is re- 
fused him, and he ask: 
tion board for the service. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Edward Alperson, 
Eileen Barton. 

Major Robert Benjamin. 
Maurice Bergman. 
Wally Boag. 

John Byram. 

Dee. 

Steve Edwards. 

Ken Englund. 
Leonard Feather. 

Sol Halperin. 

Russell Holman. 
Tommy Lawless. 
James K. McGuinness. 
Sherle North. 

Meta Reis. 

Joseph Schrank. 
William A. Scully. 
Joe Seidelman. 

M. J. Siegel. 

Herbert Silverberg. 
Frank Sinatra. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Effie Afton. 

Ben Bloom. 
Robert Milford. 
Warren H. Pearl. 
Will Hays. 

Hal Hackett 


Frances 





to | 


formerly | 


Lane, dancer: Bonnie Holland, sing- | 


Pete | 
Higgins, the owner, has other houses 


the arbitra- | 


Guide to GI Bill of Rights, Int’n' 


1926 and} 





M-G De-Tunes Judy Garland 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
| Metro is lining up three songless 
dramas for Judy Garland, to follow 
her current musical chore in “The 


Harvey Girls 

| Decision made after studio 
execs ogled the young sta n “The 
C] her fi Straight drama 
le H e career will be o 
e serious t an o i na 
nusical osseda i 


4 COMEDIES LINED UP 
FOR ABBOTT-COSTELLO 


With assignment of “Hired Hus- 
band” to producer John Grant to 
prepare fou an Abbott-Costello 
starrer, Universal now has four 
'comedy productions lined up fo! 
this team on the Coast A. & C 
|currently are at work on “Naughty 


Nipreties,” 


duction on “Meet a Genius,” which | 

| Arthur T. Horman wrote and will | 

| produce for U.° 
After that Abbott-Costello 





| scheduled to star in “You Hypnotize 
Me.” 


Exhib-Distrib Group 
Vote Insurance Plan 


A majority have voted in favor of | mercial 
a group insurance plan for those in} 


good standing in the Motion Picture 
Associates, fraternal organization 
consisting of distribution and 
hibition people in N. Y. 

Plan calls 


Wives of members may also be in- 
| sured under the plan 


Rep Ammu Blanks Out 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Shortage of ammunition is re- 
ported on the San Fernando Valley 
front where Republic maintains the 
biggest studio arsenal in the world. 
Film cowboys have been ordered to 
hold their fire until they 
whites of the redskins’ eyes. 

Two two-gun pictures, “Bells of 
Rosarita” and “Desperados of Da- 
kota,” have burned up most of. the 
studio’s supply of cartridges, and in 
the offing is “Federal Operator 99,” 
a cliffhanger calling for much gun- 
play. 


M-G’s Beaut Winners 


Three winners of Metro’s Miss 
Anniversary Bathing Beauty contest 
were selected last week in N. Y. by 
Russell Patterson, Arthur William 
Brown, Earl Wilson, George Frazier 
and Vincent Trotta. 

Betty Falk. San Antonio, was 
awarded $500 War Bond, first prize; 
Betty Lou Bandlow wan _ second 
prize, $300 War Bond, while Jean- 
nette Jurgens, Fresno, Cal., won 
| third prize, $200 War Bond. 








W. B. Morgan Left 41G 


Estate left by the late William 
Barnes Morgan of New York, who 
had been a foreign representative of 
20th-Fox for several years, appraised 
by the New York State Transfer 
Tax Department at $41,174, gross, 
and $39,692, net. His mother, Mrs. 
John Lavender, will receive an an- 
nuity of $1,200, the Test going to his 
wife, the former Louise Sureth. 

Morgan died July 23, 1944, in New 
York at the age of 39. 


LIGHTON’S NEW TICKET 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

| New producer contract was inked 
by Louis B. Lighton at 20th-Fox, 
calling for three years without op- 
! tions. 

| Next production will be “Anna 
and the King of Siam,” screenplayed 
by Talbot Jennings. Lighton re- 
cently completed “A Bell for 
Adano.” 





Sylvia Field Returns 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
After a year’s absence from Holly- 
wood, Sylvia Field comes back to 
play the mother role in “Junior 
Miss” at 20th-Fox. 
Shooting starts this week with 


George Seaton as director and Wil- 
liam Perlberg as producer, 





and then will go into pro- | 


| 


} 
i 


ex- | 


| 
j 


for insurance of $1,000 | 


per member at a very low rate. | 





| working on 





untitled. 








Affairs, Postwar Jobs, in 7 New Pix 


+ 


Seven films requested by the 
Army, Navy and other Government 
agencies, covering a wide range of 
subjects from international  rela- 
| tions to the GI Bill of Rights, will 
be produced in Hollywood for dis- 
| tribution this year under the super- 
vision of the War Activities Com- 
| mittee 

Scripts, being prepared by mem- 
bers of t Hollywood Writers 
Mobilizatior are the result of meet- 
ings in Holl ood and N y be- 
{ een W AC execs Elmet1 Davis, Ted 
R. Gambl and Taylor M. Mills, 
chiet ol | “4 Dome tic Motion Pic- 
ture Bure ol Office of War In- 

Ed ird F scu it D) J ies T 
Shotwell as consultant riting 
“Adventure Prosperity,” dealing 


with the dependence of all countries 


on one another's 


goods and man- 
powel Allen Rivkin writing a 
script On postwar jobs, based o1 
President toosevelt’s objective of 
60,000,000 jobs Film titled “What 
Every Veteran Should Know” will 
|}explain the GI Bill of Right Walt 
Disney i completing “Something 
You Didn't Eat,” on nutrition. David 
| O Selznick will do “When He 
| Comes Home,” advising the public 


. | \ 4 S 
are | how to treat the returning soldier. 


“Facts About Lend-Lease” will be 
made for release on the anniversary 
of the lend-lease program. Oscar 
Saul is preparing script for “Sky- 
ways of Tomorrow,” indicating how 
the Air Transport Command is 
opening pathways for future com- 
and private aviation 


RKO Sets 53 Scripters 
To Work on 35 Films 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
a battery of 53 scripters 
35 screenplays, with eight 
slated for production by Robert Fel- 
lows, eight Sid Rogell, seven by 
Jack Gross and others scattered. 


RKO has 


by 


Fellows’ slate cunsists of “That 
Man Malone,” “‘Lady’s Choice,” “Por- 
trait of a Lady.” “Bar of Music.” 
“Palace Hotel,” “I Am Thinking of 
My Darling,” “Deadlier Than the 
Male” and “Tomorrow Is Here.” On 
the Rogell program are “Fabulous 
Alibi.” “Happy Birthday to You,” 


see the | “The Magnificent Tramp,” “For Love 


Only.” “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “Call 
Me Benny,” “Radio Stars on Parade” 
and a Zane Grey western. Gross has 
“Utah,” “Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” 
“The Gibson Girl,” “The Fabulous 
Invalid,” “A Very Remarkable Fel- 
low,” “Riverboat Rhythm” and a 
western musical to be made by Eddie 
Cantor. 

Adrian Scott is readying “Cor- 
nered,” “Who Is My Love,” “Faith- 
fully Yours” and “The Counsellor.” 
Frank Ross is producing “The Robe” 
and Val Lewton “None So Blind.” 
Front-office pictures; with no pro- 
ducers assigned to date, are “Trav- 
ellers Three,” “Married at Leisure,” 
“The Greatest Gift” and three still 


wom 


Clearance ‘Verdict Vs. 
Texas Exhib Upheld 


San Angelo, Texas, Feb. 6. 

Upholding the local decision which 
ruled that the Roxy theatre will get 
pictures on fifth run, or 120 days be- 
hind first run, the arbitration appeal 
board in New ¥ork declined to act 
further in the case of W. V. Adwell, 
of the Roxy, against five major dis- 
tributors. 

Case was filed about two years ago, 
with Adwell alleging that he had 
been getting sixth run, and in some 
cases had to wait longer. Later he 
asked for an earlier run, and case 
was dismi-sed by the arbitrator. 


Brown, Carney in ‘Parade’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
RKO assigned Wally Brown and 
Alan Carney to carry the comic 
burden in the novelty musical, 
“Radio Stars On Parade,” with 
Frances Langford as femme star. 
Filming starts early in March, 
with Ben Stoloff producing under 
supervision of Sid Rogell. 


MONO’S FEB. STARTERS 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Four features get the gun during 
February at Monogram, starting 
with “Flaming Frontier,” a pioneer 
yarn. : 
Others on the starting line are 
“Prison Babies,” “Divorce” and 


“Com s 45 
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WONDERFUL, 
MR. VAN JOHNSON!" 


(and so do millions of other 

gals from eight to eighty who 

are packing theatres to see 
M-G-M's Van Johnson in 

“THIRTY SECONDS OVER TOKYO" 
and who watch for him in 
“BETWEEN TWO WOMEN.” The 
honors pour in from everywhere: 

_ Ladies Home Journal, Photoplay, 
Screen Guide, Variety, Film | 
Daily, Modern Screen, Look 
Magazine and countless others 
proclaim Van, the Idol of the millions.) 
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“YOU'RE AMERICA’S 
NEW SWEETHEART, 


MARGARET O’BRIEN !', 


(that's what the fans are 

saying all over the nation 

as they watch M-G-M’s little 
Margaret in “MEET ME IN 

ST. LOUIS.” She repeats her 
triumph in “MUSIC FOR MILLIONS” 
as America showers her with 
acclaim. Cited three times 

in Screen Guide's Vote, cited 
twice in Film Daily’s Famous 
Fives, leader in Showmen’s 
Trade Review New Stars, hailed 
by press and public as the new 
darling of the screen.) 





Te A We Ne SY SNe alia a 







PRESS-TIME 
FLASH! 


Another Big 
M-G-M Hit 
is off to a 
flying start 
Nationwide! 
“NATIONAL 
VELVET” is 
terrific in 

its 3-theatre 
Miami engage- 
ment. Watch 
for more! 











STAR BUILDER! 
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WARNER BROS.’ TRADE SHOWINGS OF 


ROSALIND RUSSELL 


JACK CARSON 


“ROUGHLY SPEAKING” 


ROBERT HUTTON « JEAN SULLIVAN + ALAN HALE « DONALD WOODS ANDREA KING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19th, 1945 








CITY 


PLACE OF SHOWING 








Albany 
Atlanta 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Dallas 
Denver 
Des Moines 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Kansas City 
Los Angeles 
Memphis 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
New Haven 
New Orleans 
New York 
Oklahoma 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Salt Lake 
$an Francisco 
Seattle 
St. Louis 
Washington 








Warner Screening Room 
RKO Screening Room 
RKO Screening Room 


Paramount Sc. Room 


20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 


Warner Screening Room 
RKO Screening Room 
Warner Screening Room 
Paramount Sc. Room 
Paramount Sc. Room 
20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 
Film Exchange Bldg. 
Paramount Sc. Room 
Paramount Sc. Room 
Warner Screening Room 


Paramount Sc. Room 
Warner Th. Sc. Rm. 


20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 


Warner Th. Proj. Room 
20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 
Home Office 


20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 


20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 
Vine St. Sc. Room 


20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 


Jewel Box Sc. Room 


20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 


Republic Sc. Room 
Jewel Box Sc. Rm. 


S’renco Sc. Room 
Earle Th. Bldg. 





ADDRESS TIME © 
79 N. Pearl St. 12:30 P.M. 
191 Walton St. N.W. 2:00 P.M. 
122 Arlington St. 2:30 P.M. 
464 Franklin St. 2:00 P.M. 
308 S. Church St. 10:00 A.M. 
1307 So. Wabash Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th 8:00 P.M. 
2300 Payne Ave. 8:00 P.M. 
412 S. Harwood St. 2:30 P.M. 
2100 Stout St. 2:00 P.M. 
1300 High St. 12:45 P.M. 
2310 Cass Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
116 W. Michigan 1:00 P.M. 
1802 Wyandotte St. 1:30 P.M. 
2025 S. Vermont Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
362 S. Second St. 11:00A.M. 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
1015 Currie Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
70 College St. 2:00 P.M. 
200 S. Liberty St. 10:00 A.M. 
321 W. 44th St. 2:30 P.M. 
10 North Lee Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
1502 Davenport St. 1:00 P.M. 
1220 Vine St. 11:00 A.M. 
1715 Blvd. of Allies 2:30 P.M. 
1947 N.W. Kearney 2:00 P.M. 
216 East 1st South 2:00 P.M. 
221 Golden Gate Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
2318 Second Ave. - 2:00 P.M. 
3143 Olive St. 1:00 P.M. 
13th & E Sts. N.W. 10:30A.M. 


SIGN THAT PLEDGE CARD! RED CROSS DRIVE-—MARCH 15-21 
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25,000,000 Ft. ar Raw Stock to Soviet 
Out of U. S. 59,900,000 Foreign Dole 


Foreign countries will 
during the first quarter of 19485. 
123,514,000 requested, 
the last quarter of 1944. 
subject to change. Several countri 


Big reason for the jump is Russia which is earmarked to get 365,- 
a deal 


000.000 feet. and this is under 

Russia, at that time, was p 
10,000,000 was delivered becau 
$5,000,000 the Soviet will get this q 


veal 


receive 59. 
While this is a big drop from the 
it is more than the 43.815.000 delivered durin 

All allocations are on a tentative basis vee 


Washington, Feb. 6 


900.000 feet of American raw film 


es may receive a slight increase. 

which was not completed last 
romised 45,000,000 feet. However, 
se of the tight situation. Thus, the 





iarter is the balance due her 











Film assigned to Russia and Great Britain by the Foreign Economie 
Administration will not be used for commercial purposes, but for com- 
bat services Under the arrangement with the United Kingdom. the 
United States must get prints of all combat stuff sho! 
Following are the other raw stock requests and what has been allo- 
ated 
Argentina d 4,000,000 feet, gets nothing: Bra ked 3.000.000 feet 
gets 2,126,000; Chile, asked 1,000,000 feet, gets 240,000; Cuba, asked 
500,000 feet ets 404, eg Mexico, asked 13,750,000, gets 3,380,000; Latin 
American contings ency fund. asked 1,500,000 feet. gets 50,000; United 
Kingdom, asked 1 500,000 feet, gets 750,000: Australia and New Guinea 
asked 15,985,000 feet. get 9,895,000; New Zealand, asked 562,000 feet, 
gets nothing: South Africa, asked 1,000,000 feet. gets 67.000 
Also. India. asked 15,000,000 feet, gets 5,800.000; Switzerland, asked 
687.000 feet, gets 485,000: Portugal, asked 700.000 feet, gets nothing 
"Spain, asked 6,287,000 feet, gets 18,000: Sweden. asked 3,500,000 feet. 
vets 985.000; China, asked 550.000 feet, gets 500,000: France and French 
Africa, ked 3.218.000 feet. get nothing: Netherlands and Netherland 
Fast Indie asked 3,000,000 feet. get é Middle East Supply Co 
asked 750.000 feet, gets 200,000: Iceland, a ,000 feet. gets nothing 
Belgian Ce » asked 7.000 feet Fel O £ 
ip On Raw Film 
‘ — (‘ontinued from page — 
said WPB would not act to forbid! that these adjustments were to cor-| 
then Instead, the studios will be) rect prior inequitie 
allowed to decide how to use their Attending the session for the in- 
own footage dustry were the following: William 
The new allotments are, roughly Kelly, Metro; John J. O'Connor, 
10% of those during the base period | Universal: N. Pete Rathvon, RKO; 
of 1941. It was indicated that, in the | Jack Cohi Columbia: Thomas L.. 
future, allocations will be based on, Walker, Edward Small Productions; | 
the first quarter of 1945 rather than | A. W. Schwalberg, International Pic- 
on 1941 consumption tures; James A. Mulvey, Samuel 
. , Goldwyn Productions: Steve Brody, 
Newsreels, aS was expected, took Monogram: W. C. Michel, 20th-Fox:} 
a Feesiver) nall slash They Barney Briski Sol Lesser Produc- 
dropped from 52,549,712 in the last}, ne- Waites Titus. Jr.. Republic: 
easter of 1046 t GLSIRT tt |S” Ca ee” Genie, 
This means the reels will fall from Sam Schneider, warns Brothers 
740 to 700 feet per edition on the Leo J. McCarthy, PRC; Barney Bal- | 
average. aban Paramount; L. E. Goldhammer, 
All distributor-producers hoy are Film | Classics; “en apna Ral 
in A" olaee Yn “oe olnes atte tn ot yuard Gradwell L. Sears, l nited 
those whose consumption runs beloy eonhcapt erg “* os sang etna 
1,000,000 feet and who turn out only | ‘’™&>: cae hate To aoe 
shorts and special subjects. They Dis! Productions ; ‘oln V 
had not previously taken any cuts. in addition to Adams Bnei sk 
Now they will get a drop of about | Burrow head of the WE B motion 
25‘ WPB said there were about ere con: Saas ie oe 
110 firms in this categ | Government 
Hoarding Denied ITOA’s WPB Appeal 
Reports that some majors are Alarmed over added rawstock re- 
hoarding stock and prints wore de. | Strictions and limiting of prints to | 
nied by Adams at a press conter- | 75° pe — oa ee | 
y . reatre wners Assn. of N. - 
_— after the trade meeting. He | headed by Harry Brandt, has ap- 
Said a survey disclosed that there | 4 : ae | 


are only 16 features in the can slated 
for release later than 1945, and that 
there are only 529 prints of them. 
He added that the studios had only 
about 10,000,000 feet of raw stock 
on hand as of Dec. 31. 


The day before the meeting WPB | 


cancelled all film authorizations out- 
Standing which were dated prior to 
Dec. 
eral million feet 
Adams promised 
there will be 
of this sort. 

There will 
about six 
tions for 
year. 

In order to bring Monogram in 
line, 2,322.000 was added to its base 
quota. Same action was taken last 
year for PRC, and 1,000,000 has been 
added to the United Artists’ base. 

New allocations to the majors con- 
trasted with what they had for the 
fourth quarter of 1944 (in the case 
of Monogram. 4th quarter adjusted): 


the 
the 


to 
al 
more 


meeting 
no 


be anotner meeting in 
weeks to work on alloca- 
the second quarter of the 


Columbia: 28,505.600, as against 
30,253,296: Metro: 39.713.260. against 
42.147,476: Monogram: 7,697,920, 
against 8.170.000: Paramount: 28.948.- 
480. against 30,722,843: PRC: 5,181.- 
440, against 


5.500.000; RKO: 25,850.- 
27,435,119: Republic: 
against 18,380.440: 20th- 
Fox: 29.967,360. against 31,803,298: 
United Artists: 15,157.760, against 
16,086,803: Universal: 25,863,680. 
against 27,448.441: Warner Bros.: 
31,792,640, against 33,742,077. 
Following are the allocations 
made to the newsreels: Movietone: 
12,430,600. against 12,121,701: News 
of the Day: 10,801,700, against 11.- 
685,076: Paramount: 11,566,100, 
against 11,627,566: Pathe: 8,590,400. 
against 7,865,750: Universal: 6,333,600, 
against 7.085.524: March of Time: 
1,992,378. against 2,164,195. 
Pathe and Movietone 
ceived an increase over 
Quarter of 1944. It was 


680, against 
17,318,400. 


re- 
last 


each 
the 


explained 





29. This caused’a loss of sev- | 
studios. | 


cancellations | 








pealed to the War Production Board 


for an immediate hearing to discuss 
the facts since, in its opinion, 
arable injustice will be heaped upon 
| the subsequent-run independent ex- 


| hibitors of this country.” 


mediate hearing in Washington 


Par Subsid to Distrib 
Co. Films in Spain 
Madrid, Feb. 6. 


Paramount-Mercurio Films has 
been organized to distribute Para- 


mount product in Spain 
Par had not regularly distributed 
in Spain for about six years 


Hylton Has Six on Road Argen 


London, Jan. 


concentrating all his 


Jack Hylton, 
activities on the provinces, by next 
month will have more shows on road 


than any other producing manage- 
ment, 

These six are “Peter Pan,” “The| 
Merry Widow,” “Lilac Domino,” 
"The Love Racket,” new play star- | 
ring John Mills and Barbara Mul- | 
len, and revival of “Irene,” cur-} 
rently in for eight weeks at Opera | 
House, Manchester. | 


Mex. Pix Costs, 


B.0. On Upbeat 


While nat e 


proauctic 1 

Mexico is on the upbeat, according 
| to Walt Disney reps, with plans fot 
} some 90 films for 1945, compared with 


around 50 last year, the proposed in- 





ine Prod. to New Low in 1944 


But Many Pix Planned for New Year 





crease will be limited by the avail- 
ability of raw film supplies from the 
U. S. Only 60 features may be pos- 
| sible this veal 
Improved market for Spanish- | 
language films Latin-America has 
resulted in higher production budg- 
ets, top features Naving cost as much 
as $150,000 (U.S.), though most of 


“irrep- | 


{ Following notice of the new re- 
| strictions, the ITOA board of direc- | 
| tors held a special meeting Friday 
| (2) and instructed Max A, Cohen, 
j} president of the Cinema circuit, 
|} who's head of the Film Committee 
| of the organization, to seek an im- 











~ Current London Shows 


London, Feb. 6 
‘Another Love Story.” Phoenix 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand 


slithe Spirit.” Duches 


“Happy & Glorious,” Palladium 
“Ifoneymoon,” York’s 
“Meet Navy First,” Hippodrome 


“Merrie England,” Win Ga 
“Night Venice,” Cambvidge 
“No Medals,” Vaudeville. 
“Panama Hattie,” Adelph 
“Peek-A-Boo,” Whitehall 


“Private Lives,” Apollo. 
“Sadler’s Opera,” Prince's 
“See How They Run,” Comed: 


“Sirike It Again,” Wales. 


‘Sweeter Lower.” * yassadors 
‘The Magistrate,’ Martins 
“Three's a Family iville 


“Tomorrow World,” Aldwych 
“Unele Harry.” Garrick. 
“What You Mean,” Cambriage 
“While Sun Shines,” Globe 
“Years Between,” Wyndhams 


| ish-languag 


such “A” product usually represents 


a negative investment of about $60,- | 
000 while lesser features are irnea 
out for around $25,000. 

Rentals in Mexico and other | 
ce ag niga: countries for Span- 





product are justifying |} 
the highe1 pie stone investments. 
Based on current returns, Disney’s 
“The Three Caballeros” is heading } 
for rentals of around $120.000 in 
Mexico alone, likely a high for that | 
counti for either native or U.S.! 
prod ict 


Even ‘Donald Duck’ 
Can’t Quack Against 


Montevideo, Jan. 30 

Although members of Argentina's 
militai regime continue to mock 
foreign stories that there are Nazis at 
peti every press confab, censor- 
ship of British and U. S. newsreels 
does not bear out this idea. Because 
the Corresponding Committee ap- 
pears to lean over backwards in ef- 
| forts to prevent Argentine picture 
theatre patrons ftom seeing the war 
as it’s being fought. aver even most 


tolerant observers. 

Pointed out that newsreels are sub- 
jected to delays. sometimes three 
weeks from date of arrival in Argen- 
tina. 
time. Committee also never 
outlined a definite 


yet has 
policy on what is 


momentary whim of Committee 
members. it’s said, with their scissor- 
smacking suspiciously of Berlin 
suggestions. 


ing 


+ Buenos Aires, Jan. 15 
Williamson-Tait Circuit..." ais a tevecese Te 
“T94F “TINGS yy  aciizevs reveats 
Shows $125, 024 Net i in "44 the it was the worst year from 
Sydney, Jan. 10. productio and artistic point of 
Williamson-Tait, leading legit op: | view Preen ot “The Corpse 
erators, with wartime restrictions) Breaks a Date.’ Three A productioca 
forcing them to use oldtime fare and | peleetiad tate lest month. wound us 
native talent exclusively. showed net 
profit of $125,024 in its recently com- Argentina’s production sked for the 
pleted year. E. J. Tait, W-T topper, | yeal aking onl 4 itures, lo 
ylans to bring players and plays fro! est since 1926 RB ' 2c in 
Broadway and London as Seon S| 1942 ised 
yovernment here ves the oOKa‘ aoe 
: In the mean tonn W-T contimues Phere : ' nee 
revivals, now ing Rio Rita”| in the past ye 
ere. and Gilbert-Sullivan Mel- T a b oO we) ) ® 
bourne with “Desert Song ) e Argentine t Lo i i oa Lior 
done soon method 
———— | last 10 years, a ease 
| both in quality and quantity could 
e | have been expected Though there 
0-0) Legit For have been some standout pictures i 
11944, the general results are rated 
a This despite the release of 
Best Pupil.” classed as Argen- 
Aussie, Britain :::,.2"'"" se" 
ussie, ie yeal 
Declir . n prodauctio ‘ blamed 
Sydney. Feb. 6 on gg raw stock hortage Other 
Kathleen Robinson and Richard | factors, however, actually have fig 
| Walton, lessees of the Minerva, legit | ured in disrupting studio plans, One 
| house here, are reported to have | 0 these is reported to have beer 
obtained a lease on the Duke of} Interference from military poli cos 
| York theatre in London. Plan is anxious to further interests of this 
| to send Australian plays and players on that screen talent . 60 play oP 
lthere and, in turn, bring London |50™¢ special angle phe wide-oen 
| shows and players here. It’s planned | ns hg Aegean iar denies 
|to secure other theatres throughout bow gy Shad be oo ' cr? es + = 
= é perea proauction nion 
| the British Empire for the same | troubles and reporied deterioration 
eiliaiaiat _ lof studio equipment also are cited. 
Current show at the Minerva 1s Besides “His Best Pupil,” (‘Su 
‘A Soldier for Christmas.” Robin-| Mejor Alumno”), the historical opus 
son-Walton duo originally came here based on the life of Statesman Sar- 
from London and leased the Minerva! miento “La Pequena Senora de 
from Dave Marti | Perez” (Luminton) looked to be the 
| best comedy “Apasionadamente,” 
| London Denial |made by Argentina Sono Film, 
| na : | Shaped as the top straight drama. 
London, Feb. 6 One mistake made in the past yea 
| Duke of York ox ti has been | was that produce relied too much 
| denied here. There have been nego-|on foreign story material and imita- 
| tiations but bara has been set-| tions of foreign lands instead of pic- 


Hitler } In Argentina tled. it’s stated here 


High Mex. Court Bars 
Film Kidding History 


City, Jan. 30. 
way ridicule 
ho 


Mexico 
that in 
Mexican history 

exhibition in this 
supreme court refused 

Rivas associates a 


Pictures 
or distort 
good tol 
Federal 
Humberto 


any 


are 


ana 


writ to set aside the refusal by the 
Ministry of Public Education to 
| okay their production, “In Shadow 


'of the Eagle.” 


Committee claims it hasn't the | 


} 
| 


| 


2 rated objectionable fare. Rejection 
| oF approval of clips leans on the} 





Recently, it cut out a scene show- 
ing a Latin-American statesman | 
making a speech against a_ back- 


ground 


mittec 


of the American flag. Com- 
also objected to views of the 
swastika being trampled by delighted 
citizens of liberated countries. Shots 
of women or children killed by Nazis. 
those showing hospitals or churches 
destroyed by Nazi forces and work 
of saboteurs in Denmark and other 
occupied countries are strictly taboo. 

Censoring even extends to Donald 
Duck in Walt Disney shorts, any un- 
complimentary reference by that bird 
to Der Fuehrer or his cohorts getting 
thumbs down treatment 


Anti-Nazi Pix Doing 
Socko Biz in Sweden 


Anti-Nazi films are drawing larg- 
| est attendance Stockholm 
“Watch On the Rhine” and “Pass- 
a to Marseille’ are currently re- 
po among the top grossel in 
Swede 
; 
Caballeros’ Mex Click 
Mexico City, b. 6 
Three U. S. films dae are 
enjoying long runs in Mexico City. 
Walt Disney's “Tres Caballeros’ 
stavs for a fil week at the Ala- 
meda, and still strong 
“Gaslight,” first dubbed U. S. film 


here, also is in its fifth week 
Metropolita “Song of Ber- 
at Palacio China, looks to 
fifth, too. 


| to come 
iat the 
nace 
Stay for a 


“tte, 


| division of the F: 


based upon a phase 
of ancient Mexican history. 

Court held that the Ministry was 
right in nixing the registration on 
the ground that the film spoofs Mex- 
ican history. 





Mex. Censors Get Fussy, 
Ban Another Native Pix 


Mexico City, Feb. 6. 
Mexican film censorship office or- 
dered suspension of “I Could Go for 
That Girl” until certain objection- 
able scenes are cut out. One of most 
objectional scenes, according to the 
censor, 
inos. 
Recently the film censors banned 
“Las Abandonades,” Dolores del Rio 
starrer. Objection to it was that it 
showed the shooting of a Mexican 
general in the revolution of 20 years 
ago. 


country. | 


showed a priest playing dom- | 





. 
New Mexico Film Censor 
Mexico City. Jan. 30 
Antonio Ramos Pedrueza is new 
head motion picture censor, suc- 
ceeding Felipe Gregorio Castillo, 
who held job the five vcars ths de- 
partment functioned He’ now 
counsellor of the government's com- 
mittee of three that’s seeking to aid 
the industry 
For the last three vears Pedrueza | 
was chief of the Mexican govern- 
ment’s tourist bureau in New York 
Cit: 


Blanchar to France 
Pierre Blanchar, 
film division of the Ministry 
of Information. who has been in the 
U. S. for several months, left N. Y 
this week to return to France 
Simon Shiffrin. 


officia! with 
French 


ine 


ench MOI in New 
York is scheduled to leave for France 
later this month 


turing their own country and way 
of life. 

Plans for 1945 production now are 
being set despite the uncertain raw 
Stock _ situation Sono Film has 
scheduled seven to be directed by 
Luis Cesar Amadori, salary being 
| reputed to be $16,000 per picture, 
Pampa Films has several films roll- 
ing, chief of which “The Great 
Divide,” “Awakening to Life’ and 
“Lauracha,” latter to be directed by 
Ernesto Arancibia San Miguel 
Studios has readied several impor- 
tant picture including “Ghost Lady” 
and “Circus Cavalcade.” 


‘MEET NAVY’ OPENS IN 
LONDON; ‘HATTIE’ BACK 


Feb. 6. 


is 





London, 

“Meet the Navy.” which replaced 
“Jenny Jones” at the Hippodrome, 
Feb. 1, was warmly. received. Cast 
is composed entirely of Canadian 
naval personnel but including seven 


with previous professional experi- 
ence. 

“Panama Hattie.” which was pree 
maturely shuttered because of robot 
blitz, has been revived at the Adel- 
phi 


— — 


Aussie Film Execs Due 


For H. O. Trips to U. $. 
Sydney, Feb. 6. 

Bernie Freeman, Metro's managing 
director in Australia, is scheduled to 
visit the U. S. shortly for huddles at 
homeoffice. 

Otto Bolle, 20th-Fox topper here, 
also is set for trip to America 


Triple-Feature for 10c 


Mexico Cit Feb. 6 


Hipodromo. neighborhood house, 


| has hit a new high in bargain bills. 
Now showi three feature-length 
pictures for 50 centavos (10c) First 
triple-feature bill two U. S&S. pic- 
tures and one Mexican film 


| Cordova 
| Dorothy Lamour 
heading up the film | 


PAR SHOOTS IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, Jan. 30 
Kenneth Leland, Paramount direc- 
tor, is here to do location shots for 


“Masquerade in Mexico.” Arturo de 
Mexico's leading man, and 
are set for leads in 
the picture 

Several episodes will be at Cuere 
navaca and Xochimilco, resort towhs 
near here 
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despite blizzard, snow, slush and coldest spell in years! 
First week so sensational that the figures sound FANTASTIC! 


Second week MILES ahead of any other holdover in house's 
history! Third week now looks like BIGGEST on record! 


Set your own campaign on the sensational “WARNING” 
key that startled New York — and watch the money roll in! 


News 











i | ontil 
ip “foot with asap with suspense. —Bert McCord, N.Y. Herald-Tribune 


“Sick thriller...a treat for all concerned. — irene Thier, N.Y. Post 
“One of the masterpieces of its kind.“—).1.M.,PM 
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WARNING! 


So that all may enjoy its 

rrific surprise Climax... 
pr ONE WILL BE SEATED 
DURING THE LAST FIVE 
MINUTES OF THIS PIC- 
TURE...Please do not dis- 
close-the ending to your Be 
friends. 


Her sensuous 
charm had in- 
volved men before 
+++ but even she 
had not planned 
On murder ! 





EDWARD G. ROBINSON 

ws JOAN BENNETT. 
The WOMAN .*. WINDOW 
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EXTRA! 

‘This is America’ Series 
‘NEW 

MERICANS’ 









MIDNIGHT R DOORS OPEN at y A, M. 
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State, N. W. 


, with Gloria Arden, 


Downtown. Chi 


bills here than the 
headed by Sister 


entertainment 
to be clicking 
is considered 
He. announc es eat ed 
Mary a smile py is much too st 
“One O'Clock 
arrangement 
vhich is decidedly 
y George Floyd, 
“Into Each Life Some Rain 
“ to fair results, 
Rosetta Tharpe. 


is the hit of the bill. 
“Ta I Skinny Papa’ 


vionat oe | 


ela 


and follows with 


¢ harley Ray 
* twice in the show 
meete Be built : along burley lines. Ma- | 
terial isn’t so hot but gets over. 
of the team is quite amateurish. 


with | 


of the bright spots of 
Outstanding are 


Orpheum. L. A. 


Barnet’s Orch 
—- Kay Starr, 
+ gga Johnny Cahill, 


~~ a a 
A ES TP tire 


‘ing dished out this week 


Band is strong on jive aan 
a, snappy arrangements, 


has bet tter giving 


s, and generally is 
solidly with pleasing results. 








that sells and 


strong personality Miss | 





and wraps up “Accentuate the Posi- 


She's brought back for “ 


h 
addtional | than all of Riple 


—— 


"Enenet’ s crew gives listenable work | 
to “Pompton Turnpike.” 
i “Peanuts” Holland, Ne- 
gro trumpeter with band. for some | hereabouts. 
“I | routine kidding radio funny but his 
Phil Rarien, male vo- glib introes helps matters. 
has excellent bar 





LD aa ot oat 


al 


eS cn 


calist with orch, 


, he of You,’ 
ile,’ and “Stardust.” 
« then back for vocal on “Things! piano, 


i 
aC 


+ W ah Used to Be,” with 
bah Reh 6H the folid ‘hide 
| with @ driving, rhythm arrangement. 
‘Finale for év@w is a swing, solid 


AEs piece to 


ie down the curtain. 
hrou h it arnet 


does fancy 
noodlit on Wt is alto sax for favor 

Ad = acts are Johnny Cahill 
barrel-chested comic, who has a lot 
of fun and amuses with his Treasury 
Star Parade in which he offers im- 
personations of top entertainment 
yames, ragio shiows, et and the 
Slvmpie Airis (2), a team of strong 
arm gals who whip through fast 
adagio routines to please. Brog. 

e 


Wash. 
Feb. 2 


{( adncone 


Capliol, 
VY ashingto x 

Joey Adanis, Tony 
Mark Plant. the Ballama 
pletons, Sa Jack Kaufm s ho 


Betu Cer Two Wo t 


«acs 


Joey Ada s takes over as 
the Ba naniacs contrid a I 
lian dance Adams is an unct 
master of cé with a 
line of talk He introduces 
Plant. who h sengs 
“Porgy and Bess” in a resonant 
Lone, Adams comes back 
sist on “Sonny Boy” for 
fects Then the Ballamai 
satire on the pera 3 in ballet costumes 
Tony Cc al vitht Adam 
for l 


al mpel 
sonations which ring 


after 


bree 

Mark 
fron 
bar! 


emonies, 
solos wit 
for a as 
comeay el 


lacs {Or a 


zone teams 
some nae tert and satir« 
bell for 
Appleton with tf 
ble Apache act, t1 


Paris to Casablanca 


laughs The 
rougn 
planted fro: 
bring the stage inte! 
tuous finale 

Show 6pens with Sam 
mans orcnestra in a 


called “Swinging High.” 


ell 
and-tun l 
to a tem 


val pe 


Jack Kauf 
Sess 101) 


Arke. 


jam 


Tewer. K. C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 2 

Wagner & Hamilton, Texas Tom- 
my, Ray Riggs, Valerie Vincent, 
; Donald Stumph, Tower Orch (9) 
with Norma Werner; “I Accuse My 
Parents” (PRC) and “Babes on 
Swing Street” ‘U). 
bill is one 
seen at the house in 
judged solely on the 
tainment values 


the best 
weeks, 
enter- 


ot 
recent 
basis of 


Current 


House orch staris proceedings as 
it segues from opening theme into 
the pop, “There Goes That Song 
Again.” with Norma Werner taking 
the vocal to win a good hand. 
Valerie Vincent. tall brunette, is on 
first with a tap routine’ which 
pleases the stubholders 

Ray Riggs. in deuce spot, contribs 
nifty harmonica sessio) Opening 
with “It’s You,” he follows throu 
with imitations of orchestral instru- 
ments. and winds up with “Mama 
Don't Allow It,” plenty in the groove 

Texas Tommy is a standout with 
his trained pony, Baby Doll, in a 
smooth turn which clicks with adults 
and juves alike. particularly since 
the animal goes through his routine 
almost without prompting 

Following Donald Stumph, weekly 
“Discovery Night” vinner who 
warbles “You Always Hurt the One 
You Love,” Wagner and Hamilton 
close with a blend of gabbing and 


hoofing. Hamilton doubles as m.c. 
nicely. 
Biz good at opening. Earl. 


Adams. Newark 

Newark, Feb. 1. 
‘| Robert Ripley's “Believe It or 
Not” Revue: WAAT's “Radio Stars 
‘Gt Parade’; “Mile. Fifit” (RKO). 





Little show manship has gone into 
the fabrication of this offering. The 
show has no sense of continuity, 
Ripley's oddities being exhibited be- 
fore circus tent drops. the radio folk 
lolling around a cozy sitting room- 


his toe | studio between shots at the mike 
the | 
’ drawing | emcees 
Moke and Poke click | sides having his own spot for a re- 
with an assortment of gags. i 
and stepping. 


Fronting for 
in a 


Ripley, 
breezy 


Cyril Smith 
manner be- 


» | doing of his recorded “The Old Sow 
Song.” Few of the acts he barks 
for get more than a polite brush-off 

| from the audience. Too many gim- 


/micks litter the stage as Ladidie Earl “Fatha” Hines, is making the 
|Lamont does balancing tricks. | house jump this week, and calls on} 
| Tommy King makes tunes with his bandsmen to practically put on | 
| pneumatic devices, the Murphy Sis- | the whole show. Hines gives the | 

ters (3) dance in mock ballets half | boys a workout, and they enjoy it. 
¥;a_ton strong. Jack Morrison dons! Instrumentation of five trombones, 
trick makeups for Karloff and} one doubling on guitar, five reeds, 
Chaney impersonations, Speeay four trumpets and three rhythm, in- 

| Howell taps and does strong jaw | cluding Hines at the piano, makes 
antics and Ken Whitmer plays hot | a solid combination. Hines is plenty 

| on a variety cf instruments. ' dextrous on the keyboard, but is 
Whitmer gets several recalls by | generous in giving his sidemen 

the kids what they want, | plenty of opportunity to show their 

which seems to be trumpet imita- | bag of tricks. 

tions of Harry James, Henry Busse | Three of the boys are given the | 

| and Clyde McCoy, all well done. | spotlight, and go to town. Scoots | 
unidentified | Not a good- -looking femme appears | Carey is a marvel on the clarinet. 
then | in the routine. Laughs are prac-|He's given a couple chances to 
with | Ucally absent. demonstrate his technique. Kermit 


WAAT, local radio station. 

|; one knockout turn, “The Broadway- 
ites"—Jusitine Du Val, a good looker, 
| and Fred Sayles. Miss Du Val.puts 
up a snappy front in a black velvet 
bodice and bouffant skirt. Her songs, 
| “It Had to Be You” and “Accentuate 
Positive.” get more response 

y’s whoopla. Sayles. 
well-schooled baritone, gets in 
some clever licks with “I Dream of 
You” and “Old Man River.” Paul 
Brenner, well-liked disc jockey 
fails to make comedy 


i 


Lesier | 
| and Chester Buchanan yodel cow- 
boy ditties and plunk guitar and 
mandolin while Har Gibson 
knocks out some beanie woegie on 

Bran. 


i; written off 


has | 


Spolle, N. Y. 


Erskine Hawkins 
Carol Tucker, Ace 
Mitchell; 4 Earles, 
Smith Sis. (3), Smooth & 


“Unwritten Code” «(Col). 


Orch (18) with 
Harris, Jimmie 


Mello; 


Haw Kins setae 
here this week, and the 
chief reason the new plays so 
smoothly. Surrounding acts are rou- 
tine once the Four Earles and Sandy 
Burns-Lew Kelsey comedy duo are 
This Burns-Kelsey com- 
bo, giving the lineup much needed 
comedy relief, has smartened up on 
material. Result is their act Is 
standout. Earles are doing their usual 


fast twirling 


Erskine 
real magnet 


SNOW 


its 


Stunts on thre vile 
with the fat femme stooge 


appearance rf | 0 others p 


Tippin In” are an is 
Harris, who 
member as a vocal, also gor 
th a banyv on the Steinway ith 
f “After Hou 

npeting of Hawkins 1 
bit However, 
Vlitch- 
fairly 
“Till 
with 


pars 


interpretation « 
Tru 


y) } 
< ash 


isual 
albeit a loud 
here. Jimmy 
bana, registers 
vocalizing of 
‘Don't Cry Baby 


ocalit a ( 


Okay fo) row 
ell, also from 
well ith 
I en and 
Haw kin 
of the tte 
Carol Tucker, ! 
well 
pen to Me, 
“I'm 
bit 
ences 
Three 


hav S 


his 
1isSO YY 
iew femme calist 
Hap 
‘ and 
her songs a 


audl- 


liked here in “Co 
After You're 

Confessin’” paces 

urely 


while 
Gone 


: 
too eis for averzge 


Smyth 
the 


combo 


Sisters 
makings of 
Just now, they seem 
a bit routine and too much like 
countless other acts. Hard workers 
and appear to have possibilities with 
a few fresher routines Smith & 
Mello, boy and girl, look Lindy- 
hoppers turned tap dancers. They're 
new, and, unfortunately, plainly show 
it. 

Biz 


peppy 


a fil <1 


tap 
sters rate 


aance 


like 


strong at show caught 
Wear. 


Keith's. Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 3. 
Sonny Moore's Dogs & Ponies, 4 
Sidneys. Bozo Harrell & Co... The 
Rollos. Red Carter. 4 Creedons, Pat 
& Willa LeVolo; “Allergic to Love” 
iU) 


this week ina 
comedy, acro- 
recruited from 


Keith's has a clicker 
f of 
elty acts 


ia noo 


Datic and hov 


the big top rhe cire angle gets a 
play trom the family trade, and re- 
sults please all comers. Heavy laughs | 
are furnished by Bozo Harrell, who 
shows in an old fur coat and stove- 
pipe at and does satirical strip 
tease along with hi padentien feats 
The guy gets a hig hand at the 
finish when he juggles three chairs 


on chin. 
in a comic 


and a large tabk 


Red Carter, cop get-up, 


acts as emcee and registers nicely in 
his vocals. “Pennsylvania Polka” and 
“Dance With the Dolly.” The Four | 
Creedons offer a smart line of. bal- 


ancing and tumbling. Pat and Willa 
|} LeVolo are well received in a screwy 
j ture on the slack wire. 
Pat balances a basket of flowers 
|head and juggles three dumbbells 
and a hoop. Sonny Moore’s Dogs and 


| Ponies, well-trained animals with 
, plenty of cute tricks in their bag, 
give the show a lively close. The 


Rollos show some nifty muscular ¢on- | 
stuff on a board | 
Biz okay | 


trol in doing their 
balanced on the 
when caught 


cvlinder. 
Corb. 


| National. L’ville 
Louisville, Feb. 3 
Earl Hines’ Orch (16) with Essex 
Scott, Scoots Carey, Kermit Scott, | 
Fats Davis, Arthur Walker, the! 
| Mellotones (4): Salt & Pepper; | 
“Enemy of Women” (Rep). 


too. Arthur Walker, 


trumpet player 
and vocalist, 


has a flexible soft sing- 
ing style, which he projects to swell 
effect with a pail pops. His 
trumpet playing is good, too, reach- 
ing the upper 
j}ent ease and giving a rousing finish 
to his instrumental efforts, with a 
real hot tune “Inferno Blues.” Bane 
boys also improvise a quartet, sing- 
ing and playing ‘Hallelujah,’ with | 
musical background of guitar, sax, 
bass and trumpet. Bass player, 
Clifton Small, contribs some slap 
gymnastics, and then demonstrates 
his talent further by going to the 
piano and getting in some hot 
on his tune of his own gomposition. 
Mellotones harmonize on “Satchel 
Mouth Babe” end “Sugar, That’s 


of 


Sandy & Kelsey, | 


PULTE wren . 2 S.2e°>™= 


( S€¢ 


Jones is packing ‘em in 


, of neat tapping stanzas featuring 


At the finish | 


on | 


‘Rum and Coca-Cola,” 
'of duets 


|does some topflight terping. 





Scott's saxophoning is plenty okay, |= 
| Roxyettes 
| ber, 
| Paul Duke, for 
| The deft hocus- pocus man does some 
cigars, 
tessitura with appar- | 


*, hool, 


licks | 
| A 


All.” 
and the voices 
wah-wah stuff. 
Tops among the vocalists 
Scott, warbling colorfully 
Bov” and “Walk Alone 
particularly with his falsetto vocal 
gymnastics, to garner a swell hand 
Sait an@ Pepper wet wacewot ar 
rived in time for this catching Fri- 
day (2), Ford, Har! Jones, 
who were billed but did show 
House was comfortably filled at 
show caught. Hold. 


blend well on 
Essex 

“Danny 
He clicks 


is 


nol is and 


nol 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Feb. 2 

ty Slickers (13) 

ners Mat is Minis 
Red Ingles Carl 


. . —_ 
Sweethear 


Spike Jones’ C 
} Judu Ma 
B BR (2?) 


agate nere ! and i nd a 


} and sen 


em out with broader smiles 


have been seen on Randolph street in 
a long time 

Opening with “Black Magic” dons 
to the accompaniment of Jones’ wash 
beard contraption equipped with auto 
horns, bells, whistles and what nots 
Red Ingles follows to sins Clink 
Clink, Another Drink” in an ebri 
ated manner to garner a big hand 
Ingles who ha develope nto a 

ickerjack comedian M é 
a member of the ol | W 
band. Is an integral part of the Jone 
outht and is in and out of most 
bers on the program wit 
clowning and bits of business, bi 
his saxophoning 

Other numbers given the Jone 
zany touch are Hotcha Cornia, 
“Sheik of Araby.” “It Never Rains in 
Sunny California” with vocals by 
ingles and Carl Grayson. “Liebes- 
traum.” “Chloe.” Holiday for 
Strings.” with Julia Louise, local 
harpist, and “Der Fuehrer’s Face.” 
which closed the show to resounding 
applause 

Supporting acts sandwiched  be- 
tween the musical numbers are Ma- 
vis Mims, who contributes a couple 


fast 
turns to Black Brothers, 
who prove themselves topnotch com- 
edy acrobats and tumblers to garne1 
healthy applause, and Judy 
whose singing ot “Trolley Song,” 
“Patriotic Jitterbug” and impressions 
of Judy Garland and Beatrice 


register: 


topped off by comedy version of 
“Glow Worm,” with Ingles sends her 
off a hit Morg 
Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 
Louis Prima Orch (15) with Lily 
Ann Carol, Buddy Colinori; Sandra 
Barrett, Steve Evans: “Main Street 
After Dark” (M-QG). 


Groovey is the word for 
Prima. One of the finest 


of his type, 


hour-long 
the best 


mitts with their 
session featuring 
juke-box faves. 
With Prima setting the torrid pace 
with his hot trumpet and even hot- 
ter set of pipes, the band hits a solid 
beam from the first downbeat and 
holds it for the entire show. 
Setting the kids (it’s mid-semester 
school holiday here) to whistling 
and stomping are little items 
“Angelina.” “Robin Héod,’ 
Are Getting Better” and 
Cliffs of Dover.” 
Lily Ann Carol, 


jam- 
of 


comely brunette, 


adds to the hep beat with her warb- 


ling of “I Want te Get Married,” 
with Prima on 
Dream” and 
Way Home.” 


| bill. One 
return 


Steve Evans, 
appearance after 


is 


making a 
only a 


| couple months but still grabbing off 


the belly-laughs with his very adroit 


| mimicry. 


Sandra’ Barrett, an_ eye-filling 
brunette with a pair of gams which 
are both talented and 
Initial 
had standees. 

Shal. 


show (Fri. afternoon) 


Wash. 
Feb. 3. 


Earle. 
Washington, 


West & Lexing, Paul Duke, Wayne 
Jo Lombardi's 
“To Have and Have Not” 


& Martin, 
house orc h: 
| (WB). 


Roxyettes, 


house 
medley 
follow 
“Everybody 


Jo Lombardi's orch 
how with a 
in a 
Strut,” 
some feats of magic. 
amazing feats with 
and a pipe. 
West & Lexing 

| knockabout 


cigarets, 


comedians of 
whose comedy is 
well appreciated by the 
| They do “Donkey Serenade” 
| harmony 

Roxyettes are on again for 
ley Song” with scenic effects, 
conductor and motorman are Wavyn 
& Martin, well-muscled athletes, 
do some amazing feats of 
short and a snappy 25 


the 


noisy 


minutes 


niftily lighted and produced by Harry 
Arke. 


Anger, 


Boys have nice arrangements, | 
the | 


Manners, 


Kay, 


Louis 
showmen 
Prima and his gang have 
the downfronters eating out of their 


the 


like 
“Dreams ° 
“White | 


and a couple 
“Craziest | 
“Let's Take the Long 


Only two outside acts are on the | 


shapely, 


opens | 
of pop tunes. | 
lively num- 
introducing 


are a couple of 
old 
but 
audience. 
in good 


*“Trol- 
and the 


who 


| lows 
strength. = 


since 


ee 


Hipp, Balto 
Baltimore, Feb. 4 





Peggy Taylor & Co. (3), Tommy 
Hanlon, Jr, & Jean, Jean Carroll 
Wen Hai Troupe (4). Felice lula 
Orch — (12); “Tonight and Ens : 
Night” «Col), 

Rather abbreviated set p. but all 
right) enough in playing Nice] 
paced by a femme emcee in the ne} 
on of Jean Carroll. w ) ( olde 
down a niche of her own. 1; d 
acts build to good climax 

Peggy Taylor and two ‘ ‘ 
sistants open s! \ \ , 
adagio that registers for to; 
fommy Hanlon and Je: f« 

a comic magic la 

an audience pat ipatio 
rigged-up guillotinsg 
plenty of laughs 

Jean Carroll follow 

tine of comedy patter px 
\ of voca nd 

of |} 1: ‘ 
Ri ‘ VU | 
Lo iO Evenly St 
( ese ( ell w 

atic } Q 
tuff mia 10 ( Oo 
OVO) Ol 

Biz very Our } 

’ 

400 Will Tour 
Continued from page a 
the Met generally poe ‘ 
N Y« b ) 

pia { < \ 

ved out of io Reason 

e house played ‘ vel 

ope 0 ¢ « ( 

s Chicago, Bosto i! ( < d 
will be under the Viet Oo ( far 
tion Hurok taking ove: ( first 
showings in St. Louis, Des Moines, 
Minneapolis and Milwaukee Lat- 
ter phase is regarded as experimen- 
tal, and. if successful. tour may 
each the Coast in future seasons 

Current road bookings extend as 
far as Minneapolis and include one- 
night stands in Milwaukee and Des 
Moines House capacities in some 
cities will accommodate etween 
10.000 and 11.000 persons, as com- 
pared with the Met Opera House in 
N. Y., which has approximately 3.500 
seats. many of which are so ar- 
ranged that only part of the stage 
can be seen. Presentations will re- 
quire 67 stagehands but only around 
a dozen key men heading the depart- 
ments will travel, balance being lo- 
cally hired. Sevey stage unions will 
be represented in the huge caravan 
of singers and aides 

Johnson. who is generally credited 
With boosting the Met stock, as its 
managing director, was formerly a 
Met artist. Hurok is described ag 
the “survivor of three bankruptcies” 
but is now believed to be wealthy. 
Under his management are such 


powerful draws as the Monte Carlo 
ballet, Marian Anderson and Kath- 
erine Dunham's “Tropical Revue” 
dance troupe. 

Opinion in musical circles is that 
the Met's vocal level is not up to 
that of 10 years ago, the main reason 
being the exhaustion of European 
talent sources because of the war. 

Lily Pons is credited with being 
the top b.o. star of the Met, French 
soprano receiving an estimated $3,- 
500 a performance on tour as against 
an estimated $1.500 at the Met. 
Pointed out that the operas on the 
Met's schedule are royalty-free, be- 
ing in public domain, exception 
being the works of Puccini, whose 
estate gets a percentage. 


Touring dates: Baltimore, April 
2-3: Boston, 5-15; Cleveland, 16-21; 
Des Moines, 26; Minneapolis, 27-28; 


Milwaukee, 29; Chicago, 30 to May 
5: Rochester, N. Y., 7. Latter date is 
under the auspices of the Eastman 
Foundation, and is seasonal. 


es 


Pitt Amus. 














Cor tinued from page ! 


Seem tree 

here in more than 30 years. Since 
Dec. 11, when Pittsburgh had a 16- 
inch fall, one of the heaviest in 
town’s history, Golden Triangle has 
had a total fall of nearly 50 inches. 


That mark hasn't been approached 


since winter of 1913-14. 

St. Patrick’s Day flood of 1936, 
worst disaster in history here, cost 
pic houses and cafes within the 
Golden Triangle untold millions, and 
a repetition would be even more 
serious now because materials and 
equipment couldn't be replaced, &S 


they could then, on account of war- 


time shortages. 


Besides, biz has been terribly af- 
fected by heavy snows, grosses 
everywhere this winter going to new 
which haven't been maiched 
the depression days of the 
early “30s. A flood would be almost ° 


' ruineus, 
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What Star 


shall guide our country? 
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ODAY there is an increasing need for all of us to 
fee clearly and realistically. 
Innumerable post-war plans are in the making by busi- 
ness and government. And we hear much of a brave 
new world served by scientific marvels of every kind. 
But with all the worthwhile gains which will be 
made, the post-war days will also bring formidable 
problems . . . problems which will affect the lives of 
every one of us. 
Jobs must be found... good jobs... . for 12,000,000 


servicemen. 


Means must be provided to keep 





in operation some at least of the vast 


f new war plants in which so much 
t 


gering public debt... the upward pressure on prices 
- - - all must be faced. 


private and public money is invested. 


Continuing high taxes... astag- 


These problems will not solve themselves. A few 
new laws, formulas or theories will not cause them to 
disappear. 

For these are personal problems... and as such they 
are the personal responsibility of every one of us. Out 
of the courage and good sense and fundamental decency 
of 130 million Americans, the all-important answers 
must be forged. 

What specifically then can we, as 


individual Americans, do to help 





solve these problems? 

We can exercise our franchise in- 
telligently and vote for the ablest and 
most conscientious public servants 
and representatives. 

We can obey the law in letter and spirit, thus helping 


to set an example of stability for the entire world. 


FORD MOTOR 





We can pay our debts and spend our money carefully 
and wisely to keep prices down. For the financial health 
of the nation depends upon the financial health of its 
citizens. 

We can deliver honest value in our business or at our 
job, and thereby contribute to lasting prosperity. 

We can support our religious institutions, which are 
fundamental in the moral life of the community. 

We can be tolerant of other races, 
other ideas and beliefs, while we hold 
fast to our American ideals. 

And last but not least, we can take / 
interest and pride in our family life. 

It is in the home that character is bred 
and nourished. Our home should be the fountainhead 
of honor and decency. 

With the youth of America lie our hopes. If a better 
America is to be built, they must build it. To this great 
task they must bring strength and courage and deter- 
mination and all the inspiration we can give them. 

The history of our country is a history of united 
struggle ... of dangers and difficulties faced together 
and overcome. In her hour of need, America has 
always found the answers to her problems in the minds 
and hearts of her people. 

It is there she must look for the answers today. It is 
there she will find the star which will keep her true to 
her course. 
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ARTHUR LAKE - DALE EVANS 


with 
LIONEL STANDER -« GEORGE MEEKER 
PAUL HURST « MARJORIE MANNERS 
and 
ANSON WEEKS And His Orchestra 
HOWARD BRETHERTON, Director ° Original 
Screen Play by Leslie Vadnay and Richard Weil 
Produced by Sydney M. Williams 
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Film Reviews 




















Sergeant Mik 
umbia release of J ier produ 


Per > 


_ 
r 


<DD> 


Dee! put 
to displa ! trionic ability of tne 
canine Mike and 
the more 
ipporting 
none too happy over 
hard-boiled ma- 

K-9 (canine 
to tra! 


en he fine 
- 


featured brace ol 
Pear! whit 
roles than the 
Larry Park 
his transfer f1 a 
chinegun outfit to Ut 
orps, where he issigne 
pooche for \ rk. WI 
out that Mike Oo of ft t 
to tral t ( ‘ { ea 
] art Joe ( 
in battle, he ( Vike of 
best four-footed out ot U 
Pearl is Mike's vi 
heroic 
chinegun nests of t arr’ 
1essages thro the enemy line 
Roasl is killed by Japs in one oft 1 
— fights b yn t 


meatiel 


players 


) 


work I! lerret 


pring reintores 
Nippons 
There's the inevitable romance be 
tween the soldier and Jean Bates, a 
the little bo mothe Park give 
ood account as the heroic GI, M 
Rekse doc likewise as the vout ] 
war-widow Re ainade of cast also 
okay. Direction by Harry Levin i 
adequate. L. W. O'Connell's camera 
work is okay. to Edba 


Waterloe Road 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


London. Jan. 12 
Gq ra | I> ! 
Ga sbore l | l 
Mills, S$ ‘ ‘ ' Ala ¢ 
re iby 8 G ‘ Wi 
ne Gil t f Va \ 
ca era \ ! ( e \ | 
Square thea Pe Jur l A ! 
ning 76 MINS 
Jin ( ] M 
We P > iva 
p \} gs \ i 
Fillie Colte j h 
¥ Colt t e \ 
i \ { 
Tor Maso ( ‘ 
f.  eErrrrr ere 10éeewarduee ' 
Vera . eeeeeeeesreessees \ is 
See EPOMOAM «2 as ccecasonces Lesiie Bra 
ie poral Lewis.. Ben W 
Skillful direction and admirable 
casting give this film satisfactory 


b.o. potentialities. which should be 
realized both here and in U.S. Played 
against the drab, bomb-shattered 
background of a London slum, story 
is the familiar triangle theme with 


use of the flashback technique not | 


adding to its originality. But it’s act- 


ed with such sincerity and is so true- | 


to-life in its characterization that the 

picture grips throughout. There is 

a terrific climax in which the two 

mee fight for one woman as the 
mbs thunder down. This brutal se- 

— likely will produce word-of- 
outh publicity. 

A soldier deserts when he learns 
his wife is receiving attentions from 
another man. Story depicts his day 
spent in pursuit of the pair, finalls 
confronting them in a sports arcade 

Entire cast is adequate, but partic- 
ular praise goes to Alastair Sim a 
the neighborhood doctor and Georg: 
Carney's role of pigeon fancier 

Picture is a striking example of 
how sound an English production can 
be if it keeps to the medium it in- 
terprets best, that of the middle class 
character. 


El Muerto Falia a La 
(ita 
(“Corpse Breaks a Date") 


(ARGENSANE-MAPE) 
AAA relense of B = pre ‘ 


‘ ' I» 

rected b Pierre Chena Stars Ang: M 
BanaeNelida Bill Sebastian Chiol ! ‘ 
) analy = erme Batlag Maruja Quesada 

acu Vila. Tilda Tha Robert Rame 
Ma 4 Manner Alberto Terrones 
Play by Sixto P Rios and Carl i. 
ya camera l Brive At ¢ 
Rex. Buenos \ I . “4. 
time, 90 MINS, 

This picture is unique in many 
ways. It aroused praise both fron 
critics and public. Story is refresh- 
ingly original. And Pierre Chenal’s 
direction is bright. The French 4di- 


rector manages to obtain naturalness 
from all players. But onl 
U. S. market 

Suspenseful 


f 


mild or 


story concerns the 


trials of a bridegroom (Magana) 
whose bachelor friends host him too 
Well on the wedding eve. Tearing 
himself away from this party. hi 
roadster runs down a cyclist on a 
deserted roadwav Befuddied and 
horrified he drags the body into the 
bushes (he thinks he has killed the 





man) and returns to tt party, and 
Pdrinks himself into ob! Nex 
morning the crime St ni 
marisn So he abandot ] 
(Nelida Bilboa) at the altar st 
Magana goes t tne ¢ - 
earch tor tne ippost ( ) 
proving futile f ! 
misse is due to s alco 
yTatt Di nme Da Maga o i i 
lift to a ¢ waytarer (Seba 
Chiola) who appt ed at t Se 
the sea rl i { 
t! i ) 
<i 
Q S ( 
. ‘ 
oro pro £2 Ot i \ 
pathetic part. He ove ido Ange 
Magana, rated a I best cal 
material. Nelida Bilboa is appealing 
is the bride 
Locations have beer el hosen te 
( omething o he cal country 
ae Photograp! and cutt xy are 
) t the best Oo al e€ ! e 
Nid 


KI Camino de les Gatos 
(“Highway of Cats”) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 


\ ” i 
128 MINS 
| i 
» ! t 
KE 
: Alfred Dies 
\ \ 
\ izZquez 
\ \ s4 
! l j 6 
A\gusiin S 
} } 
aor ‘ 
) Chel I 
(] Sp h No | g } Titles) 
“H i\ oO C‘at conce - the 
ilitary can pals of Mexico's Beni- 
to Juare against the French from 
1862 to 1867. Despite an unusual title, 
picture becomes tangled up with 
countle counter-plots, including an 


uninteresting romantic tri- 
Its lesser fare for Spanish 


languagers 


and 


ingle 


oad 


Whole thing centers about 
Tuero’s effects to make amends fol 
his fathers traitorous action in open- 

t “Highway of the Cats” to the 
iding French troops. He does this 
bv leading the armed forces of Mex- 
ico. Main theme irdly gets past a 


couple of mild battle 
fore Tuero becomes involved in two 
romantic affairs and a fight with, 
first, his old pal, and then the na- 
tives he blames for killing his father 
It's all a bit confusing, especially to 


sequences be- 


Emilio 


Miniature Reviews 





“Sergeant Mike” (Co A 
tionful wa vat yoIMing p 
canines mitripbutior i 
services: okay for duals 

“Waterloo Road” GFD 
London ha 9 ) l 
J. 8 

“El Muerto Falta a La Cita” 
(AAA) Stro \ tine-made 
1 t co absence o 
names 1 é i extreme 
TACT ee ee te: I eR aot 

“El Camino de tos Gatos” 
(Clasa) M ade Thi 

, Mexico 
} SL) | 
tats ol leobruk 

i i { i 

b 
t 
f 
idenlv to Ne C3 
trapper is kille TI 
the sheep-herder to ret I t 
the girl he love 
Pauline Ga ck as tl t 
is e xtren ely Vv = ik Sa ‘ { t | 
Mary Gay who is the nurse. George 
Wallace from vaude-revus o¢ 
okav with a burlesaque come role 
American audiences woul 
jerstand the lngo much les the 
tor’ Same goes fo the B 
Oniv cna fo R > ! 4 
laa i Ne Zeala It i ) 
) t \) ce { a Ri 





Called Fascist | 





page il — 


i canal 
pressagent to do a feature on Miss 
Logan’s trip to Italy When she 
arrived, the opening conversation 
bega with talk of war's progress 
and Russia’s recent ¢ When 
Miss McCarthy agreed that the R 


Sian- advance was wonderful, Miss 


Logan, 


she says, expressed surprise 
that the reporter had such opinions 
working for the News Miss Logar 
then referred to “the fascist pub- 
lisher you're working fo and Mis 
McCarthy replied, ‘I can’t agree wit! 
} you, and can’t listen to that talk.” 
According to Miss McCarthy sne 
didn’t feel it worthwhile to sit and 
argue with Miss Logan, and got up 
and left. 

Miss McCarthy reported incident 
to News editors who presumably 


those not understanding Spanish too | 


well because most of plot hinges on 
spoken passages, and this film has no 
English titles. 

Tuero is not seen to advantage due 
to direction and story. Carmen Mon- 
tejo does her best to make something 


out of the downtrodden childhood 
sweetheart. Esther Luquin is the 
other girl in the story Wear. 
Rats of Tobruk 
(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, Jan. 9 
RKO release o Charles Munro-Charles 
' «han | production Features Grant Taylor, 
(hips Rafferty, Pete Finch, Pauline Gar- 
rick, Marv Ga George Wallace Directed 
by Charles Chanuve Screenplay by Mre 
| Chas. Chauvel ‘mera, George Heath Al 
dane, De 7 44 Running 


Vhu ail Sy ‘ 

tit 95 MINS 
Financed by RKO, Hoyts, and 

Charles Munro, “Rats of Tobruk” has 

been two years in making. Chauvel. 


who had the cooperation of local 
military authorities. has failed to 
give “Rats” a= screen’ treatment 
worthy of so great a war epic in 


which Australian khaki-clads played 
such a magnificent part. Instead. he 
turns out a disjointed piece that fails 
to hit the target. Fact that this phase 
of the war is overshadowed by new 


campaigns also is a handicap for 
world market 

Laistie piece ui BvIY fe ae 
a major drawback. Continuity is al- 
most zero. and so-so acting. especially 


sledding 


fo! this 


by the femm«e make toug! 
the prospect at the b office 


ne. Chan in U. S. look extremely 
slin 
' Chauve direction fails to bring 
yuit t and shade. Toe much 
time 1 oted to war sequences 
with scar attention paid to story 

yitinuits Chauvel also has rung 
n several newsreel clips for good 
measure but not effectively 

Film ope in prewar days. It 
hows a EF I author out in Aus- 
tralia to set e cop 10 a book he 
VA ting o local ranct 11e He trav- 
els aroun the countrysiae n the 
company of a sheep-herder and a 
trapper and recites quite a lot of 
poetry. Country girl gets a yen for 


the Englishman. even though 
heep-herder is it ve with he 

Arrival of the war finds all three 
men in Tobruk. Shot-and-shell se- 


| every 


sent through edict banning furthe: 
mention of Miss Logan’s name in 
sheet 

News’ Managing Editor Richard 
Clark. when queried regarding the 
reported ban, stated: “Miss Logar 
preferred not to have anyt! s to do 
with the News. I think she ought 
to be obliged.” 

Fred Finklehoffe. Miss Logan's 
husband and Metro writer. when 
asked about the ban, replied: “I 


think it’s the nicest thing to have 
happened to my wife since we were 
married.” 








Bed-to-Bed 


Continued from page 1 


set up will operate in such a man- 
ner that it will reach the bedside of 
wounded GI that wants it 


|} and in every hospital devoted to the 


reported sual .cagl, 


operate as a 


care of our fighting men. By 


means 


of individual ear phones at each bed, 
each patient will be able to “tune 
in and tune out” as though in the 
privacy of his own room without 


having to consider the tastes o1 
capacities of his GI roommates 

While the whole setup still re- 
mains in the qt. stage. steps have 
already been taken to put the am- 
bitious program It’s 


in- 


into operation. 


- Pn 
network en inl f- 


self Special shows enlisting too 
talent will be plattered—following 


the same procedure as currently pre- 
vails for the entertainment of Gls 


er k th. to each gf the 
hospitals. These in turn will “broad- 
cast” the shows to all their “affili- 
ates” (‘in t case the individual 
beds!. The beauty of the setup is 
that the individual tations” can 
take it or leave it, at the discretion 
of the patient 


3 M-G Preems 


World preems for three Metro 
pictures were pencilled in last week 
“Keep Your Powder Dry” (‘Lar 
Turner). opens at the Tivoli theatre 

Feb. 21; “TI 


Chattanooga Ter ™ ] 
Man's Navy’ (Wallace Beery) 
preems at Loew's theatre. Akron 
Feb. 8. “Pictu Dorian Gray” i 


sched the C tol 


e of 
{ ea to pree at 
theatre, N. Y.. after “Guest In the 
House.” Tentative for “Gray 
is March 8. 


date 





Genius With 








Continued 
er I il it - 2 ¢< ) 
st ( i ICN YO 
i tea ne bo 102 \ 
€ tne [ { L 
Fa i ) ‘ 
¢ ( nis I ta 
] a } l ner ho W 
} , ed or 7 1 1 
Fra . M Sturge put foo 
do A orce followed 
Back to Europe 
And ack { l i 
I De ) 
la 
4 
| ea Oo! W id 
W cea |! rn t the U: e¢ 
State wnere ne peca € rap 
ce ) ry W ill St eet I i a 
c ae ot face po ae tne bat k 
roo ot as alle Maiso Dest a 
fly cadet m the Army Aljr Force 
tor o a kissproof lipstic i 
a ] ng ilé i ongpud 
é 5) e isb anda 192 
failure 
, 1 yt ea appendix at last lib 
é ite the Sturge imaginalio!r 
What happened was that on Christ- 
mas eve the nurses went through 
the hospital corridors with lighted 
andle it thel hands, singing 
caro! Sturges, not fully out of the 
anesthesia thoug he had seen 


1 
nothing lovelie: than that double 


line of nurses. Wouldn't it be wor 
derful if they all started doing high 
kicks. like a chorus line in a musical 
He spent his convalescence plot- 
ting a hosptial extravaganza full of 
gancing nurses and singing internes 
" asted the next several mont! 
trying to interest New York's show- 
er ! t He got nowhere, but he 
began to think of himself as a play 
| wright. His “Strictly Dishonorable,” 
produced almost two years later, 


his 
Broadway 

plays followed, but 
dent than 
1932 he decided 
Broadway to 
Hollywood a trial. Universal started 
him at an encouraging $1,000 a week 
His first assigni 


confirmed opinion by running 64 
weeks o1 

Three 
maae nore 
pression. In 


don 


they 
of a an 

to aban- 
fate an 


its 1 give 


nent was an adapta- 
tion of H. G. Wells’ “The Invisible 
Man.” Nine previous writers had 
tackled it and failed. Sturges made 
| it 10. At the end of three months 
| he was fired 


Instead of sulking, he took to his 
typewriter and wrote a complete 
screen play “The Power and the 
|Glory.” Jesse Lasky bought it for 
$17,500, and filmed it virtually with- 


out changes. Sturges gleefully sat 
down and batted out another “The 


Mantle of Dignity.” It was about a 
man who voted 37 times in a single 
election, ultimately became gov- 
of a state and sounds 
familiar. doesn’t it? Every studio in 
|} town turned it down 
Up to $2,500 Weekly 
However, “The Power and _ the 


ernor 


Glory” had established his name as 
a screen write He shifted from 
Goldwyn to RKO. from Fox to 
Paramount unt his Salary was 
pegged at $2.500 a week. But he 


wasn't satisfied. 
the s« Was an- 
noyed that actors did not speak his 
lines he had meant them to be 


spoken, that scenes were not played 


When he saw his 
stories 01 reen he 


as 


$30,000 
$10.000 


months ago the contract e 
Sty 


bonus for each 


each script 


picture ar 
fou At fev 

xpired and 
renew. Every 
courting him. He 


rge relused to 
other studio begat 


nubbed the all by entering a part- 
nership with Howard Hughes, mil- 
‘lionaire oil man, aviation enthu- 


from 


| when he begins 


a Slapstick 





pase 





Mushmouth 


1 at ~Pre ) > Fes 


pougnt tne ca ) ife 
three vears ago 
afraid to learr tO é 2 eo at 


Yas rationing but wh exple 


He 


lary (who treats nin 


uses the hort yecause his secre- 
th profound 
he 


mush 


disrespect once to] nity 
sounded like a outnful of 
ove tne oudspe: 

Most of 


tricity springs tron 


renputatior io eccen- 
working 
nethod M CI tor 


Holls 


Vooa 


| lunch with fe 

elve at hi 

less 
up 


dow? 


1, ; 
Areiy Ls 


than tw 


dawdles a 


wer 
never 
than three 
the check 
aictate @ 
up 
over. 
being cof- 
and Work may 
begin at eight. nine or 10 but is 
(His 
heats 
> day 
Work.? 


has 


table 
minute 

picks 
in his office, he 
letters 


hours, always 


Back 


yatch of 


may 


generally tears 


n after readi then 


He has tea at six—‘tea” 
cheese 
continue well past dawn, 
that mind 
1 1 


takes hin a who 


ation is his 


ip slowly: it i 
it ready fcr a night’ 
dictates his stories; 
than a rough idea of the plot 
Inevitably this ad- 
lib composing leads him down blind 
alleys or into situations whose solu- 


He 


more 


rarely 


tion may baffle him for days. He 
regards this as an advantage on the 
theory that audiences will be just 


as puzzled as he was—and won't be 
able to beat him to the punch 
A case in point is the poker game 


in “The Lady Eve” where Henry 
Fonda held three queens, Charles 
Coburn had four crooked aces and 
Fonda had to win. After brooding 
over that one for 10 days, Sturges 
solved it by having the dealer (Bar- 
bara Stanwyck) expose a card from 


the deck: an ace. Coburn didn’t dare 
show his hand. 

In spite of his method—o1 
because of it 
with 
“Miracle of Morgan 
in three and a half weeks, 


maybe 
Sturges turns out his 
remarkable speed. He 
Creek” 
“Hail the 


scripts 
wrote 


, Conquering Hero” in six—and that 


included three rewritings. 


ab will. as he had meant them to be played Basically, in spite of appearances 
ILS * My, : roenia: fer to the contrary, Sturges is a cru- 
at P € oe 
seven years he pestered every ex- | S@der. What he is trying io over- 
" "O' } c le 
ecutive in Hollywood for a chance | ‘*TOw—using a slapstick instead of 
to make his own picti res a lance is the old Hollywood theory 
In 1939 William Le Baron, then ‘at picture-making is a collective 
head of Paramount. succumbed ard %USiness that a dozen minds all 
told nim he couia difeti” the ome HEE Loge! - Cat tg erly 
script he wrote. Sturges promot] etter than one good one working 
dug out his dog-eared copy of “The @'0One 
Mantle of Dignits The pict The chanees are that he won't win 
emerged as “The Great McGint 1 lasting victory, but the chances 
and won the Academy award for the » are that he will continue getting 
nost original scree pla of the enough licks with his siapstick to 
veal It also made mone So d up some thir > A tte all, 
|his next one, “Christmas July there’s nothing like a swat the 
| At that point the studio insisted he Pants to stimulate the mental proc- 
sign a contract — oe 
A igned, it was for a straight That's Subdivision A of Preston 
“ » Q: ‘ hoxof e | 11 
nree years at $3 250 a week with a S ~ v , = 


13 ‘Tonight’ Plugs 


Columbia Pictures 
a total of 13 coast-to-coast 
programs with plugs for 
and Every Night.” 

Airers were lined up from Jan. 9 
to Jan. 31. 


with 
radio 
“Tonight 


wound up 


a ence 


eet ene my 


ee ae 


eos 
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situation forced cancellation of his 
engagement in Syracuse. 

Downtown Cleveland theatres for 
the second week in a row closed for 
one day, Monday (5), while nabes 
and suburban theatres shuttered for 
two days, Monday and Tuesday. 
Theatre ops there will continue to 
consult with city officials for the 
duration of the crisis. 


Cancelled Talent Via Coal Crisis 


~~ continued from page 1 





Canton, O., houses are being closed 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
The en gency decree in effect in 
that town calls for three-day black- 

f all but essential enterprises 
5 is hospitals, drug stores, hotels, 
foo tores and war plants. 

In Dayton and Columbus, O., the- 
at ind other amusement. spots 
were closed Monday (5) to conserve 
I 

York’s Mayor LaGuardia } 
warned that all theatres and niteries 
will be denied additional fuel until 


supplies reach a degree of normalcy, 
but lessened the effects of this by 
declaring that the Department of 
Health regulation § stating public 
houses must be heated to 65 degrees 


be suspended temporarily and 
urged operators to keep going, even 
hout heat 


Wiil 


Chi’s Gimmick’s 
Chicago, Feb. 6 

Although the brownout will result 
in loss to Commonwealth Edison here 
of estimated $3,800,000 annually, 
operators of theatres, niteries and 
other amusements in the Chi 
while still in the groping stage—lit- 
erally and figuratively—are planning 
to adopt all the gimmicks used by 
operators in early dimout days along 
east and west coasts, in a “what's 
happening to Edison should’t happen 


to us” move. Nothing new has been 
added so far, but exploitation boys 
here are working overtime these 
nights, prodded by yelps for new 
ideas from the brasshats. 

In spite of big loss to Edison, util- 
ities company has figured out the 


brownout in the Chi area alone will 
save 130,000 tons of coal and 190.000.- 
000 kilowatt hours of electricity an- 
nually. All theatre and hotel opera- 
tors, business associations, etc., have 
promised to cooperate in this area, 
according to John Nuveen, Jr., reg- 
ional WPB director. 


Grosses in early stages, meanwhile, 


didn't show much of a change, with 
natives flooding the Loop (and, in- 
cidentally, theatres) to get a good 


look at the town in its first real dim- 
out. 


Cleve.’s Monday Closing 
Cleveland, Feb. 6. 

All downtown and nabe theatres, 
in addition to niteries and _ beer 
Stubes, will continue to go dark each 
Monday in Cleveland until April 1, 
to support the governor's coal-saving 
campaign. Only exception is George 
Young’s Roxy, burlesque house, 
which will be allowed to close Thurs- 
days to give its troupes a better 
break on transportation jumps. * 

Although Cleveland Play House 
is always shuttered on Mondays, its 
night off for actors, the civic reper- 
tory theatre will voluntarily remain 
Shut Tuesdays, too. Hanna, down- 
town legit stand, readjusted its book- 
ings so that new attractions will 
open Tuesdays and play through 
Sundays when and if possible. 

Monday shutdown also extended 
to department stores, public build- 


ings, schools and amusement places, 
while restaurateurs agreed to stag- 
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WHO CONDUCTED 


A MENTAL 
TREASURE HUNT? 





See Page 38 








ger their one-day closings through 


the week. Department stores had 
formerly stayed open until 9 p.m. 
Mondays as an accommodation for 


warworkers, but sales took such a 
terrific slump Jan. 29, when all 
downtown pic houses closed, that 
they also decided to pull down their 
curtains on Mondays. 


Cincy Nabes Close 
Cincinnati, Feb. 6 
the WPB regional 
of gas fuel to bars and places 
amusement the weekend 
houses closed 
Elmwood and 


Through 
page 
of ove! 
only fouw film 
the Forest, 
Evanston 

Five 
operation neating 
ticket cages informed patrons that 
they would have to wear their over- 
coats, and if the inside temperature 
was uncomfortable they would be 
given refunds. Result: very few re- 
funds. These theatres included the 
downtown Royal and the suburban 
Century, Ohio and-+Eden in 
and the State in Newport 
across the Ohio rive: 

The lone nightclub to go dark 
the three-day period w: 
House, Covington, Ky 
Hloor show 

Several nabes that were affected 
by the gas turnoff converted their 
furnaces to coal or wood fueling or 


nabe 


ladison, 


continued 
Signs on 


gas-fueled houses 


Sans 


Ky., 


ior 
Lockout 


ais 


which has a 


| put in coal stoves for the emergency 


area, 








Rochester Theatres Closed 4 Days 

Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 6 
Rochester theatres were closed for 
four days beginning yesterday (5) 
along with all other business and 
amusement places not essential to 
health, safety and war activities. Ac- 
by city and county officials was 
caused by dwindling fuel 
resulting from storm-blocked 
roads 
The 
had 


tion 


rail- 


Auditorium, 
been previously by 
of fuel, cancelling a three-day 
of “Rosalinda” this week 
days of rehearsals for 
stopping off 
Business and amusement places 
likewise were closed in Geneva and 
Bath because of the fuel 

Smith & Howell, trucking firm 
which distributes film from Buffalo 
exchanges to more than 50 cities and 
villages in the Rochester 
clared an embargo for six days in 
order to repair trucks put out of 
commission by the difficult highway 
conditions after the storms of the 
last two months. This was expected 
to make operation difficult in many 
spots. 

Rochester houses 
over the weekend 
nouncement of 
day, and main stem theatres planned 
to open next Friday with new shows 
Whether the closing would be re- 
peated next week was yet to be de- 
cided with action hinging on move- 
ment of fuel in the meantime. 


only legit house, 
closed lack 
run 
and three 


on way to Chicago. 


shortage 


area, de- 


were packed 
following an- 


No ‘Brownout’ for Se. Cal. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 

With the exceptions of San Diego 
and Catalina Island, Southern Cali- 
fornia has been declared exempt 
from government “brownout” regu- 
lations. 

In the Los Angeles the ex- 
emption will benefit around 100,000 
business firms in addition to theatres. 


area 


the company. | 





stop- | 
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Cincy, | 











supplies | 


Rapee’s Woes 


With all Erno Rapee’s troubles 
because of his disastrous concert 
tour, he had a pair of kidnapped 
femme musicians to worry about 
after Saturday’s concert in Buf- 
falo. Taxis being unobtainable, 
most members of the orch got 














L. A. Gets 20th First Run, Tops For 


U.S.; Other Theatre-Xchange Briefs 


Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 


| 


| 





George, also on Ritz staff, on wound- 











lifts to the hotel in passing cars. Opening of the Guild theatre nate | oc list with General Patton's Third 
All were accounted for except lg Los pa 5 total gags | Army. 
, , er run houses, more than any e yi 
the —_ femmes, he no Piers in the U.S.A.»*with three more to be Carolina MPTOA Meet 
squired, against their will, to “ete “iad : ees . 
; ‘a Palle added before the end of the year. Raleigh. N. C.. Feb. 6 
Niagara Falls. New York is second in first-run | Approximately 300 detaueton ‘a 
ane WES Seu te reget: theatres with 16. Chicago has 11, | North Caroli na. and South Cc irolina 
incident to police at 5 a.m., when Philadelphia amd Seattle 10 apiece. | Theatre t Owne ae Assn. attended 
the girls walked in. They scared | Boston, Detroit and Cincinnati 8 ‘Charlotte annual meeting. George W. 
the pleasure-bent lothario by | each and Pittsburgh 7 | Parr. of Lancaster, S. C.. prexy, pre- 
telling him that the company | Metropolitan Theatres Corp.. part-| sided at one-day session. Main ad- 
lé >T } h license num- nership Compo ed ol Sherrill Cor- idress we as given by Char! S W Lewis 
ea — >. rg Pabarentas dat vin, Mike Rosenberg and Fox- otager ite fire inspect in the a sence 
> . ] - < ) veving ; a : . - . sti ire 7 | Cl ‘ I t »CT 
—_ a Coast, Signed nese building for post.|°f Ed Kuykendall, president of-na- 
, —- : ah ne ee ee oe pag a pYS*- | tional MPTOA 
Siete eats erence aeons erate =a war development as a theatre prop 
erty Architect's 1 Is call é 
ready operating under reduced sup- 4p pn At agp Pion al. WB Exploitation Moves 
plies, theatremen were told tO €X-|anq eonstruction costs are estimated George Fishman, formerly eastern 
pect the worst sub-1 il te at more than $1.000.000 press representative for Gene Autry, 
peratures continu Fo 6 Fox-West Coast bought the Mis-|new Warner Bro exploital n rep 
being, voluntary cons itior eas- on theatre, San Jose, foi $200,000 in Philadelphia. A othe ee to 
lures are to be encouraged | and tl Calif rnia, Bakersfield, for | WB exploitee1 ; Edwai A. J hn- 
; | $100,000 Mission formerly was |son, who takes ove Minneapolis 
a aS owned by Jefferson Realty Co, and | Richard Stephens, formerly on Coast 
Downtown N. Y. legit and pic} California by Scribner Estate Co. | in company’s radio department. now 
theatres getting heat piped to then —— jat h.o. under Bill Brumberg, who 
DV the New York Steam Corp. are Harry Huffman Named bv Colo. ; heads field staff 
in no immediate danger since this Denver. Feb. 6 } por 
company has a 30-day supply of Harry Huffman, city manager Fox | Troops Move, Theatre Shutters 
coal on hand, but elsewhere in the| Intermountain Thetares, named ex-| Palacios, Texas, Jan. 30. 
| Greate N. Y¥. the situation is so] ecutive vice-chairman of states’ post-| Hollywood, one of three houses 
critical that ome film theatres,| War Planning commission. Appoint-| operated here by J. G Long, closed 
] c lal lie bin 1ICalle a J . / 
ales ecatiads Pree ae lav be | Ment made bly Gov. John C Vivian, | because of shifting of troops out of 
nostily smater it pel ae nts, ma! ain tvenn \ this aren. Teun ie eltuated near sev- 
forced to close down. Some are said leral training camps 
to be considering operation only at Designer of N. Y. Par Cops Prize | 
night. As of yesterday (Tuesday) 24 Chicago, Feb. 6. Texas Theatre Openings 
film theatres in the greater N. Y. Arthur Frederick Adams, who was San Antonio. Feb. 6 
area had applied for coal and been} a member of the C. W. and George L. George Mitchley operating Iris in 
turned down by Mayor LaGuardia Rapp firm, which several years ago | Austin, Texas. 
Many theatres are using wood, | designed the Oriental and Southtown | H. S. Usury opened Ritz in Deca- 
a ee ae ” theatres here, and Paramount, N. Y., | tur. Also has Majestic here 
namely Loew circuit and Brandt , : ; ; ey ee 
ie gs started doing this| W745 named first prize winner in the | Frost theatre at Frost reopened by 
theatres. Loews started doing $10,000 WGN studio theatre design| Charles Frost. Had been closed by 
two weeks ago. This circuit and | contest. He worked on the winning | fire. 
others are using coal to start fires, design with William F. Clark, and} 
then keap them going with wood. they split the prize cain. | New Variety Club Fund Idea 
Loew’s obtained 10 cords of wood Contest started last July. Adams} Dallas. Feb. 6 
'for several of its theatres in the}| and Clark submitted fow elaborate New plan adopted here by Dallas 
Metropolitan N. Y. area. RKO, op- | drawings showing the main floor} Variety Club to raise funds for Va- 
erating the other large Greater N. Y. plan, balconies, proscenium arch — | riety Club’s Boys’ Ranch at Copperas 
circuit, is sufficiently well stocked eaee os the theatre, which is to € | Cove. Idea, submitted by Phil Isley, 
f aa , ih nediiataly | the chief feature of WGN'’s television | is for Texas exhibitors to run one 
on fue not to worr: imme late 7° | studios Studios are to be built aS | trailer weekly on their screen. Va- 
Also pointed out that there are) soon as conditions permit. Studio's] piety elub would sell screen time to 
very few houses which are not aj|theatre auditorium would seat 2,000.) .avert sing, club would collect. and 
part of office buildings, or are par ithe boys’ ranch would benefit 
| of “taxpayers,” which include stores Irving Jacobs Out of Army —— 
and thus may be able to get sul- | Pittsburgh, Feb. 6 Mpls. Variety Club’s Hospital 
ficient heat to keep going. | Irving Jacobs, former head booke1 Minneapolis, Feb. 6. : 
Half of Broadway's legiters are | at Metro, received medical discharge | Instead of buying one of citys 
heat-serviced by the steam corpora- | from Army and will resume his old | abandoned hospitals foi the chil- 
tion and are not likely to be affected | post on Film Row. dren’s heart hospital v hich nd — 
by the coal situation. but managers | Gregory Kricuchka, formerly on | to sponsor, Northwest Variet: club 
; or Ra on staff of Ritz theatre, Export, who was | may build its new structure. Club 
of those which do have their, own | inded at Bougainville, honorably | would contribute $200,000 towards 
| heating plants are on tenterhooks, | discharged from service. His brother, | building. 
having been denied fuel priority | 
from the local solid fuels adminis- ‘eee Se ——— ———— —<—<—— 
trator. Showmen consulted wit! 
Mayor La Guardia on Tuesday (6), | 


he having been reported on tl 
of closing all amusements, 


. ‘oO 
e verge 


Tuesdas 


the emergency appeared to have con- 


| siderably 


| which h 


Water power, instead of coal, is used 
for lighting in this territory. 
Louisville Crisis 
Louisville, Feb. 6. 
Owing to a critical situation ex- | 
isting in war plants, the WPB at 


Washington issued a directive to the | 


company supplying gas to this area 
to notify all amusement places 
serves that they could not use 
from Friday (2) until Monday 
at 6 p.m. The directive, which 
ifs rm ... telegram to _ 


(3) 
was 
wre fOr! af.2 
company. also asked that public in- 
stitutions curtail the use of gas, 
vitally needed for war production. 
Some 150 amusement places, bars, 
bowling alleys. theatres, and night 
clubs are heated by gas in this area. 


| Conflicting orders and announce- 
ments, some made over radio sta- 
tions, and others in the newspapers, 


| downtown 


had exhibitors in a confused state 
Some nabes eomplied with the 
order, and closed their houses im- 
mediately. while others, some in the 


area, remained open 
though turning off the heat 





30°, Cut 
Newark, Feb. 6. 
A 30 percent reduction in coal 
usage here threatened to curtail 
amusements, hotels and niteries. Al- 


Newark’s 


it | 
gas | 


! 
the 
Sérvants” 


| titled. 


al- | 


| order 
the amusement holi- | 


lightened and the mayo! 
denied he would force closings, 
the cessation of service from 
the steam company. 


However, only five theatres which 


nor 


may be affected have coal enough for | 


Included is the Cort, 
ouses the smash hit. “A Bell 
Adano.” Among the quintet are 


this week only. 


tor 


the National. which is dark. and the 
Broadway (‘Carmen Jones”), which | 
closes this week. The other hits are 


quartered in theatres which appar- | 


ently have some surplus fuel. 

The Philadelphia Record on Mon- 
day (5) editorially urged that Mayor 
Samuels of that city order 
niteries closed after the dinner 
No action has been taken vet 


oe 1% 
alt 
hour. 


" 











Selznick Plan 





eran 
i 
the Board. 
sums up: 

“They don't plant taters, 

They don't plant cotton, 

They just keep writing— 

And writing rotten.” 

Feeling that “Anna Lucasta” has 
set the Negro on stage in a new 
light, as “regular” people instead of 
Harry Wagstaff 
Gribble states he wants to cont!nue 
groundwork, depicting Negroes with 
improved social status. Thus he and 
John Proctor, “Lucasta” actor, are 
writing a Negro play, as yet un- 
Play. however. will not 
a sequel to “Anna,” but a comedy 
with racial implications. Production 
planned for next seaso! 

Proctor helped directo! 
and author Philip Yordan with sug- 
gestions in preparing “Anna” for 
Broadway smash 
Also for next fall's schedule is “On 


Continued from page |! 


will be distributed soon by 
This is the satire which 


in 


we esce eg Lys s ees 
wi Cis we sews 


+ 
ito 


Whitman Avenue,” play by Maxine 
Wood on Negro segregation. Rudolp! 


Allen, who presented Gloria Swan- 
son's “Goose for the Gander” on tl¢ 
road (but not in New York), will 
preduce. 





be | 


Gribble 
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20th Century-Fox presents 
A. 4A. CRONTN’'S 


“THE KEYS OF THE 
KINGDOM" 
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MUSIC HALL 
“A SONG TO 
REMEMBER” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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ROSALIND RUSSELL 
JACK CARSON 
In Warner Bros. Hit 
“ROUGHLY SPEAKING" 
Robert Hutton <a Sullivan 
Alan Hale - Donald Woods 
Andrea King 
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An Internationa! Picture—RKO Release 
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of a triumphant boxoffice 
of B 
career! Selznick International’s 
he 
heart-touching romance sets the ‘#7%:, 


Pp. 


success pattern for the nation’s 


boxoffices in its record-breaking 





openings in San Diego, 






Los Angeles (three theatres, 


simultaneously) and Minneapolis! 
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SELZNICK INTERNATIONAL presents 


GINGER ROGERS 
| JOSEPH COTTEN 
MS SHIRLEY TEMPLE 














Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE + Produced by DORE SCHARY 
Screen piey by Marion Parsonnet + From a story by Charles Martin 
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St. Louis Post-Dispatch Renews Blast 
At ‘Plug-Uglies’. Paul White's Reply 





| How’re They Gonna 


| 


j 











St. Louis, Feb. 6. + 
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Pulit- | Louder and Funnier 
yer), owner of KSD, NBC ~~ washincton, Feb. 6 
here, last week turned loose i Nips are calling for more 
other editorial blast against vant “amusing” radio programs and 
. ro sand: 1 the air ) 
ne rks fo selling objectional | les ) agenda vi . air, Ue 
— take their minds off their wal 
co ercia at are sandwicned in ; le 
v i T editoria cap “Fr con ’ ; 
ionea Rad ( ead I I i Ve é I co 
pa “For a medit vith a power- ' ; rae — wn | 
} ¢ ) S WI eople 
fu vice adio ilmo inaudible al A N copie 
I ) ot but eased 
in defense of idvertising plug- | 
uglie Since sting improve : . tO ( a ‘ a 
nen to ynly é 
me or ne ist commercials, tne = 
. ’ sini ) < 
Post-Dispatc! 1s published letters a edict ee | 
oneet preaicteda tna wit! 
n ‘sement from radio listeners 
of endorse _ ; ‘ Comm other types of Jap amusements j 
federal ymmunications c iS- ’*. ; 
wrong Aionp ~ wy ie being whittled down to noth- | 
sioner Ray C. Wakefield and a prom- | ima bey the war, radio will seen | 
inent advertising executive, William ty the nly , oi : a orn rt ' 
k » On LOT! 4 rtaln- 
‘ ° Cr ' oe > > Ss re- e 
Cc. DAre! Yet the men most noms that eountes 
sponsible for what radio says are | 
generally silent | 
“Silence is strange coming from 
an industry where silence is not nn r e { 
golde Listeners seeking entertain- 9 
ment and information get a liberal 
dosage of pill-tal! From skin t 
viscera, from teeth to kidneys 


wo maees 2? Bina Hires Hall! 


part of the bodys 
loud-speakers 


“Hit-and-miss radio men are Ed Wwnn and the William Morris 
becoming more sensitive to their| agency are splitting the rent on the 
wn c nercial bs aste ‘redit | ' 
own commercial bad taste. Cre | Longacre theatre for the remainder 
is due to the foresighted networks | { W ¢ h tl B 1 
: imi | 1S contrac Ith 1e 

and stations even for limited at-|° yn ” tract wit e Borden 
tempts to lift their industry by its| Co. House is under lease to Mutual, 
advertising bootstraps. But the de-| with Wynn and his agents paying 
bate over what should be the rule} $425 for the use of it on Mon. nights. 


He did his first show from there this 


and who should impose it shows that 


this great business of broadcasting | week (5) with four more Borden 
lacks a general commercial standard. | shows to go. 
Radio is free with advice about hu-, Meanwhile, Wynn is burning at 


man ailments, but doubtful about) the Blue for what is claimed as poor 


WWJ Co-op With 


iim 





it’s own. |} handling of the ticket distribution 
“If radio is to put first things first,| end of his shows Situation wa 
certainly broadcasters might agree aggravated when he was assigned to 


that delivery of the sublime or tragic! Studio 8G in Radio City. Small 
news of wartime is a prime public} capacity of the studio has been tough 
service. Americans do not stand by| from the audience reaction stand- 
their radios to learn of kidneys,| point, Wynn and his matiagers de- 
clogged nostrils and body odors. In ciding that a larger gathering is a 
a news broadcast, an objectional plug | must for his performances. He sub- 
is particularly obnoxious. sequently asked the Blue to share 


“For this reason, the Post-Dispatch | the Longacre rent, but the web re- 
a simple policy: (1) | fused. 

to stop the distasteful interruption of 
newscasts ith middle commercials 
and stop objectionable ‘spon- 
sorship of news. 


has suggested 


Elton Off Young Show 


WwW 


(2) to 


“Some broadcasters have taken F N | Hilli d 
steps in this direction, but it is not or - eison- l lar 
enough. Again. if radio is to put 


Dave Elton is checking off as pro- 
ducer of the Tuesday night Alan 
Young show on the Blue for Bristol- 
Myers and goes to the Coast as pro- 


first things first, the major cleanun 
job belongs to the networks. The 
networks broadcast the programs de- 
manded by the largest audience: in- 


; | sate ducer of the Ozzie Nelson-Harriet 
dividual stations will not eliminate Hilliard show for Young & Rubi- 
popular network programs because | cam. He replaces Al Scalpone, who 


of their advertising content. The net- 


returns to his former duties as 


works themselves, which originate | supervisor of commercial copy for 

the programs, have a primary re-| y & R Coast shows. ¥ 

— ibility in the matter. Elton planes out for the Coast on 
‘How much longer will the net- | 


ee Feb. 14. Taking over as producer 
page 36) | of the Alan Young show will be Ray 
| Knight. 


Cocktail Hour Atmosphere | 
At Earl Carroll’s For 
‘Hall of Fame’ Broadcast 


Hollywood, Feb. 6 

A closeup of the Philco “Radio 
Hall of Fame” broadcast from Earl 
Carroll's theatre here may cue the 
future of similar audience shows 
including cocktails, sandwiches, etc. 
Carroll is committed to the idea that 
the Metropolitan Opera alone should 
not have the franchise on vintages 
with grand opera, and that serving 
drinks informally between  broad- | 
casts may well be the thing of the | 
future. 

Maitre 
handles 
evers 
task 
the 


(Continued on 























da’hotel 
the mixed 


Marcel Lamaze 
mob of 1,500 
Sunday. afternoon. The 
made more difficult by | 
fact that the many servicemen | 
can only indulge in beer or cokes, | 
but the laymen do a rushing busi- | 
ness at the long bar of the cabaret- | 
theatre or at the tables. Result is 
that Carroll's nominal $250 rental 
fee for the origination point of the 
broadcast is as nothing compared to | 
the rushing business done by his bar 
before, during and after the broad- 
cast. 

Considering the polyglot attend- | 
ance, this is an acid test that nothing | 
untoward can oécur if the occasion | 
is properly handled, as evidenced | 
here. The customers thereafter are 
invited on the stage, gratis, to 
maestro Murry Strand’s house band, 
and occasionally even Paul White- 
man shakes the baton to give the 
occasion eclat. 
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154 West 46th Street 


Muzzle the Barbers? 
Cliff “Ukelele Ike” Edwards, who 
recently dropped his cross-the-board 
5-minute program dn the Blue, has 
idea for a new show that’s being 
worked on by his agency, William 
Morris, for submission to sponsors. 
Gimmick is the goings-on in the 
Radio City, N. Y., barber shop, 
where a gang of entertainers and 
execs gather throughout the week. 
Edwards wil and name guests 
ll appear each week, if the show 


soes through 


> 


m.C., 


“ 





Alkies Anonymous 


Detroit, Feb. 6. | 

Because wartime increase | 
boozing, WWJ here is launching a 
39-week programs in con-|] 
junction with Alcoholics Anonymous. | 
The latter organization one | 
which sprang up nationally about 
seven years among topers and 
has had remarkable success in 
straightening up alcoholics. The or- 
sanization keeps the identity of 
members hidden, working through a 
Pest Office address, but has worked | 


of the 
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World Crisis and Colic Cures 


St. Louis, Feb. 6 


Nearly the whole Post-Dispatch editorial page yesterday (5) was 
devoted to the question of good taste in newscast advertising, with an 
editorial entitled “The Revolt Against Radio Plug-uglies,” tracing the 
paper's 18-day-old suggestion that networks should lead in eliminating 
middle news plugs and objectionable sponsorship. 


The letters column contains an 


endorsement from Association of 


Radio News Analysts, signed by Cesar Saerchinger, ARNA secretary. 
He says, “We wish to thank you for voicing our own sentiments and 
taking so courageous a stand On a matter which must be of deep con- 


cern to the listening public.” 


ARNA President John W. Vandercook 


wired his approval, and Raymond Gram Swing, ARNA member, re- 
ports his own revolt against middle plugs in 1940. 


William A. Hart, Du 
ters column, “The problem of good 
broadcasting of news. but is a 
something must be done by 
similar warning is in the 
bill would have banned ne\ 


radio chains afford 
ofa pill-plugge. 
Cartoon by Daniel R. Fit 
pictures a radio station 
“World 
our pills.” 
attention 


1ew 


labeled 
crisIsS News, 
to the editorial and 





Pont’s advertising director, writes in 


much broader one, and I 
the industry o1 
editorial which notes that the White-Wheelk. 
vs sponsorship. 
to provoke rebellion by their public for the benefit 


patrick, “The Sublime an 
“Radio Networks” 
try our colic cure, Americans enter Manila, buy 
On the front page of the Pulitzer paper is a box calling 
cartoon. 


“+ ea an nn 


taste is not only related to the 


sure that 


A 
1) 


am 
it will be done fo 
The editorial “Ca 


asks, 


i the 


sending out flashes: 
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FCC in Middle Of 
Ticklish Situash On 


WINS Top-Price Sale 


| 


out a mutual regeneration scheme} Washington, Feb. 6. 
which has swelled membership in| Radio industry and a good chunk | 
wae eitves to the thousands. | of official Washington will watch 
Wartime has seen a heavy increase|_. inhale hat the FCC does 
in drinking, and in major war arse- | with interest W 5%: ; 
nals such as this, industry has fre-| about the proposed sale of the New 
quently complained that elbow-| York Hearst station WINS to the 
bending has cut into armament pro-| Crosley Cor p. for approximately 
duction. Post holiday periods and ane 
the days after week-ends are brutal, $1,700,000. 
personnel heads report, and attribute} This is the highest price ever ne- 
plenty of their trouble of keeping’ gotiated for the transfer for a sta- 
up schedules to prolonged sprees tion, and FCC will be on the spot 
among the heavy-lettuce war work- ; ; 
ers. whether it does or does not okay 
WWJ will dramatize personal) the price. Commission has been 
stories of AA members who have] following the policy of letting them 
made a comebach on the 15-minute| 8° for whatever the traffic will bear, 
broadcasts scheduled for 11:30 p.m despite bitter criticism even inside 
Saturdays. Alcoholics Anonymous, | its own membership. It is appar- 
who have hit close to the 90% mark/|ently still waiting for instructions 
on cures among maies, although not|from Congress on whether it can 
batting as high in the femme divi-| declare that a price is too high and 
sion, has plenty of stories to air.|that part of the bill is for the fre- 


Among those locally are the cases of 
an industrialist who washed himself | 
out but came back and today owns] 
one of the large war plants, where 
he has employed nearly 100 of othe: 
AA's who “cut jit out.” Another story 
being readied is about one of the top| 
physicians of the town who also hit | 


the skids, was suspended by the 
medical society, but has regained 


his former place. 


Allen Plugs CBS-ers 


Although he’s strictly in the “ex’- 
columns so far as CBS network 
shows are concerned (he checked 
off the net’s “Texaco Star Theatre” 
last summer), Fred Allen has just 
plattered a new series of promotion 
discs for the web. 

Records are shipped to affiliates to 





plug network shows. 








New York 19, N. Y. 


quency which is unsalable under the 
Communications Act. FCC asked for 


direction on this matter in a letter 
to Congress last summer, but has 
|! gotten no answer to date. 

Principal battler against the high 


sales prices is Commissioner Clifford 
J. Durr, who is expected to file an- 


other dissenting blast if the WINS 
deal is approved. 
Rep. Richard J. Wigglesworth 


(R., Mass.), a member of the House 
Interstate Commerce Committee, is 
also dead set against inflated sales 
prices. Senator Wallace H. White, 
Jr. (R., Me.), ranking Republican 
on the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee, is another member of 
Congress who has watched high 
sales prices with some concern. 
There a possibility that FCC 
may hold up the entire transaction 
pending some action by Congress. 


—— a 
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ATTENTION RADIO 
STATION MANAGERS 


Deadline For ‘Variety's 12th Annual 


SHOWMANAGEMENT SURVEY 
EXTENDED TO FEB. 20 


At the request of many radio stations who, because of 
personnel shortages and mailing delay, find it necessary to 
have additional time in which to file their reports, ‘VARIETY’ 
has extended the entry date to Feb. 20. 

Many stations have already been heard from. But 
“VARIETY’ would like this survey to be as complete as 
| possible, hence its decision to cooperate with the stations on 
the deadline extension. Don’t be conspicuous by your absence, 
Don't bother with fancy trimmings—a letter will do. 


_Send Reports to Radio Editor of 














al 








| musicians, 


Petrillo Loses 


WJJD Dise Case 


Chicago, Feb. 6 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
demands that a Special staff of disc 
employed their 
WJJD, pur- 
chased by Marshall Field, were de- 
nied last week by Regional War 


jockeys be under 


direction at recently 


Labor Board. Grounds were that 
six additional men insisted on by 
union would be falling all over 
present staff of platter-turners, who, 
WJJD execs claim, don't have 
enough work to keep them busy, 


without adding more featherbedders. 
Besides, WLB muttered, there's a 
labor shortage. However, inevitable 
appeal to national WLB office for 
reversal of regional office’s decision 
will undoubtedly be forthcoming 
shortly from James C. Petrillo, 
union boss. 

Union has contended in year-long 
dispute, begun before Field bought 
in and now inherited by him, that 
record-turning required trained 
arguing that only othei 
comparable station to WJJD here— 
WCFL—has five musicians who flip 
platters exclusively, so why shouldn't 
WJJD? But, as pointed out by 
WJJD reps, WCFL is the “Voice of 
Labor” here—so why should WJJD? 
Half-dozen new men would increase 
jockey staff'-70°., WLB officials were 
told—‘“although our present staff is 
putting in only half the time thev 
are paid for.” 

Board also extended union pact 
with station for a year, although 
union had asked for a new contract 
when Field took over. Only dis- 
senting voice in this decision was 
that of WLB's labor member who 
claimed union should have the op- 
portunity to negotiate with new 
management with no attention be- 
ing paid to the existing agreement. 
Majority, however, recommended 
extension. 





Bill Vs, Petrillo-AFM 
On Non-Com’! Programs 
Gets Senate Approval 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
| Senate last Thursday (1) passed 
the bill of Arthur H. Vandenberg 
| (R., Mich.), aimed to prevent James 
| C. Petrillo and the AFM from in- 
| terfering with broadcasts of non- 
|commercial cultural and educational! 
| programs. 

Bill was originally introduced in 
j the last Congress and passed the 
‘Senate, but too late for the House 


to act A comnanion measure has 
jalready been introduced in the 
House this session. 

Vandenberg got his dander up 
| because Petrillo forced the halting 
of broadcasts by the Interlocher 


Music School, a summer affiliate of 
the University of Michigan, which 
|/has a large student symphony or- 
chestra. Petrillo has kept Inter- 
_lochen off the air for the past couple 
of years.. 





BROOKS EMORY UPPED 
Brooks Emory has been upped to 
vice president and account super- 
| visor at Young and Rubicam, N. Y. 
| He was formerly account exec 0! 
| Bristol-Myers and Internationa! 
| Silver accounts. 
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Warners Nixes Lauren Bacall Airers, | WANT §I'ST 
Sez Young Star Isn't Ripe for Guesters NAF 


— 














Arrival in New York last week- @ 
: a1 ¥: who hag } | 
end of Lauren Bacall, ho has been Aren’t We All? 
front-paged nationally via ner 
“romance” with Humphrey Bogart, | Hollywood, Feb. 6 
wit vhom she co-starred in the You hink the last place a 

= : “ federal commu ations commis- 
Warner pic, “To Have Or Have Not, heme ould want to go would 
cued a deluge of top-coin offers for | pe to a broadcast Thats how it 
her guest-shot appearances on all | struck Dor I rs BS 
ane But WB savs no aice feel- | neaama ere t as & ce 

iggestic e asked now about 

ing that the gal, despite the fact { Paivers Paul Portes. 
she’s regarded as one of the hottest spokesman fo. the group, 
boxoffice products at the moment snapped at the offer and off they 
on the Coast, isn’t ready yet in vent to see “Fibber and Molly.” 
view of fact that pic has only played Like most visiting firemen they 
key spots and that anything but then repaired to the Brown 
returns from ¢@he air stanzas may Derby for their evening repast 
snag her future chances. and in the hope of seeing some 

Almost fron the moment she film stars. Then, believe it or no, 
stepped off the train in N. Y., Miss they marched across the street to 
Bacall was deluged ith bids. She see another broadcast 
was wanted for the Earl Wilson, He didn't say it, but if you 
Sunday night show on Mutual, the could read Thornburgh’s mind he 
Kate Smith Hour and the Hildegarde was probably thinking there's a 
program . little bit of yokel in all of us. 

Bogart’s 5G Guest Shot 
Humphrey Bogart, currently east, 


Berle stanza to- 
at a reported 


goes on the Milton 
night (Wednesday) 


$5,000 for the single shot. The pic 
star's been getting offers a fast 
clip sinee his arrival fh N. Y. but is 
£Z0Oing easy. 

That nighttime  airer Bogart 


walked out on last week, re ortédhy 
because he didn't like thé sofipt, wes 


“Stage Door Oanteen,’ with which 
his ex-wife, Helen Menken, is iden- 
tified. 


Radio Academy 
Huddles Set 


of the lee & 
Losh research ageney on the ¢ cast, 
arrives in New York this Friday 
confer with Hill & Knowlton 
execs preparatory to the setting up 
of a series of intra-industry confer- 
ences on the establishment of an 
Academy of Radio Arts and Sci- 
ences. Both Hill & Knowlton and 
Lee & Losh have been conducting 
surveys and laying the groundwork 
for mobilization of the entire indus- 
try in blueprinting the ambitious 
ARAS setup. 

Harris, coming east with endorse- 
ments from Coast industry represen- 
tation, plans to huddle with network 
execs, NAB reps, writers, directors, 
agency execs and others who will 
be identified with the project to en- 
able radio to emerge in the postwar 
€ra as a more vital social, cultural 
force and to insure its commercial 
Stability. Discussions will also be 
held anent the annual presentation 
of radio “Oscars” similar to the 
AMPAS awards. 


E. T. “Buck” Harris, 


to 


Repertory Theatre 
Idea for Mutual In 
Feb. 21 Sustainer Bow | 


WOR iN. Y.) is packaging a show 
Which will be used as a full network 
sustainer by Mutual. Called “Brown- 
stone Theatre,” with Clayton Hamil- 


ton as production major domo, it'll 
inaugurate a “repertory theatre” 
idea for radio. Jackson Beck and 
Gertrude Warner will head the reg- 
ular etack comnany. Show bows in | 
Feb. 21 as a Wednesday night fea- 
ture, replacing “Cisco Kid.” 


“Brownstone Theatre” will set a 
nostalgic tempo, with revivals of 
outstanding legit successes spanning 
the period from the 1860's to 1914. 

Orchestral background will 
conducted by Sylvan Levin. 


a 


McGARRET REPLACES 
McKNIGHT ON ‘HALL’ 


When the Philco “Hall of Fame 
show moves east on March 4. George 
McGarret wil! be the new producer 

He succeeds Tom McKnight, 
will remain on the Coast. 


be 








who 


Foote Warns. Of — 
High Talent Cost, 
Multiplicity of % 


Feb. 6 


“exorbitant” 


Chicago, 

Necessity of reducing 
talent ooste in advertising 
order to keep the 
profitable medium it has been, 
stressed here Pmerson Foote, 
prez of Foote, Cone and Belding, 


radio in 


radio low-cost 
was 


by 


of central regional council] of Amer- 
ican Association of 
Agencies. 

Decrying 
radio these 
herent 


the “easy money” 
in 
hardheadedness on part 
Foote blamed the 
talent costs on 
that neither advertiser nor agency 
have been vigilant enough to keep 
excessive costs from creeping into 
talent expenditure. Part of trouble, 
said Foote, has been multiplying of 
commissions, because ad agencies 
have left part of their work to the 
talent agencies. 


I 


many advertisers, 
ballooning of 





“Now 
| agencies at 


don't blame the 
| all.” said Foote. “In 
} some cases we have just let them 
do our work. In other cases, we 
have let them get payment for work 
they did not do. 
| have gotten around 
overall commissions 
package 


talent 





to 
on 
we 


charging 
so-called 
shows, and 
Sometime, 
is 


when advertising money 
longer easy, advertisers are 
going to get tired of paying two sets 
of people for doing the same work. 


no 


“This is something to watch,” 
Foote concluded, “and something to 
correct. 


WMAL in Middle Of 
New ‘Cissie,’ Pearson 
Feud, Listings Barred 





« 


talk Phursday (1) at annual meeting 


fact | 


The talent agencies | 


| that it’s un 


in | 


| 


Advertising | 
} act 
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uli 





| 





hele appears [Oo Oe F € ed re- 
ailzation DV some tor ollers of 
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As esult, some po ( ale now 
beginning to realize the possibility of 
a sizeable segment of the 11,000,000 
returned vets—potential postwar ra- 
|} d1o customers—decid ng to shun the 
| bought-a d-paid-for radio fare that’s 

icely wrapped up in commercials, 

For instance, one of the top spend- 
i in radio, whose multiple pro- 
grams are recorded and_ shipped 
overseas for GIs and liberated civil- 
ians, without benefit of plugs, has} 
suddenly awakened to the realization 
that, in effect, he’s been an accom- 
plice in laying plans for his own 
postwar downfall.” And _ feeling 


fair 


contribute 


to ask the bankrollers 
tow: ard the spreading 
at there's a Santa Claus 
who'll ig you Jack Benny, Bob 
Hope, Kate Smith and all the others 
Nithout the commercials,” the spon- 
sor plans to request a ‘release’ and 
ask that more of shows be 
sent to civilian populations overseas 
Attitude is taken by the sponsoi 
not an unpatriotic gesture, but 
merely a move “for the protection 
of radio at its best” and counter- 
the resistance against 


to 


delusion “that 


ori! 


no its 


it’s 


lo 


| clals. 


spent | 
war-days despite in- | 
of | 
| feels 





come along |} 
and put a commission on top of that. | 


While it’s all very 
triotie. and go all-out 
doing the dirty work, the bankrolle: 
that, in view of the mounting 
GI attitude, it's asking too much to 
expect sponsors to eut their own 
throats in the process. 


WBBM’s $170,000 
Stand. Oil Deal 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 


Biggest local time sale of the year 
was consummated iiere last week 
when John Ackerman, WBBM sales- 
man, sold a bloek of 16 new shows 
week to the Standard Oil Co. of 
a cost of around $170,000. 
McCann- 
52 weeks 


well to be pa- 
for the boys 





a 
Indiana at 
Contract went through the 
Ericksen agency and is for 


| starting Feb. 12. 


Involved in the deal is the 10:30- 
10:45 p.m. slot, five-times-weekly, 


occupied by Harlan Eugene Reed; 
“News of the World,’ six-times- 
weekly at 7:00-7:15 am. and the 
6:05-6:15 p.m. spot,  five-times-a- 
week. now being cleared for a com- 
mentator yet to be named. Start- 
| ing date on latter show will be set 


as soon as present commitments for 


‘the time are completed. 


Further proof of the old saw that! 
uin@ Semalc-is.more deadly than the} 
|male can be obtained from WMAL, | 
| the Blue web's Washington outlet. | 
| WMAL has_ had ts program } 
|listings barred in Eleanor M.| 


} ““Cissie” Pattersor Washington | 


| Times-Herald.” 


Seems Drew Pearson. on the 
1 $erutan show a couple of Sundays 
| back, commented that there as no 
| connection between Cissie's nag- 
ing editor, George DeWitt, quitting 
shortiy after the first of the yea 
and a certain “unprintable line” 
vhich appeared in e paper 
Cissie. who had been feuding 
with her whilon in-li any- 
way, so disliked the crack that she 
ordered the WMAL programs Out 


jot her paper. 


IT’S ‘MAN CALLED EXIT 


AFTER MARCH 3 ON BLUE : 


Hollywood, Feb. 6 
Lockheed will drop sponsorship 
of “Man Called X” on the Blue after 
March 3. Decision is understood to 
ave nothing 0 ao th the Jatest 
ating on the show, which gave it a 

6.0. down 2.5 from the l: report. 
Plan is for the cc any to con- 
entrate ¢ preparat f¢ peace- 
ne proc on. and gc in for visual 
advert g via color plates in maga- 
zines. Assumption is that the recon- 
version perioa s tne too fal 
cistan' future, Anen peacetime 

| producis must poe pec dled, 


commer- | 
| replaces 





that | 


jing a 





ANTA’ SAY BANKROLLERS 





cE] NAB Sub-Committee at Chi Meet 


Votes to Scrap Code Nixing Sale 
Of Time for Controversial Issues 





Chieago, Feb. 6. 

For the first time in the history of 
Chicago radio, gimmick of preview- 
several days before i 
actually hits the air will be fol- 
lowed with “Those Websters” which | 
“That Brewster Boy” fo: 
Quaker Oats over CBS on March 9 
Show will be produced here under 
the direction of Les Weinrott with 
episodes played before a_ studio 
audience on Thursday nights 
aired eight days later on 
nights 

Al Miller and Priscilla Kent were 
placed under term contract to write 
the show last week by Ross Metzger. 
radio director of the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency. Authors plan to keep 


7 


show 


and 


six weeks ahead on scripts, which 
will be written in New York. De- 
cision to keep a family type show 
on the 9:30-10:00 p.m. Friday CBS| 
slot was prompted by innumerable 
surveys by Quaker Oats and R&R} 
that showed audiences in’ small} 
towns and rural communities gave 
“That Brewster Boy” a rating double 
or more to that of the national 


Hooper rating, which never hit more 
than 17, proving the appeal this type 
show has to women apd children 


listeners 


Guild Forum Scrap On 
Scrapping ‘No Strikes’ 
Cues Call for John Law 


A cop will be stationed in the 
WMCA. N. Y¥ studio audience of 
Newspaper Guild forum broadcasts 
| Tues. nights as the result of an al- 
tercation which took place at last 
week's (30) broadcast. Gumshoe 
Will be called em to calm down 
yuNetic hecklers should thev get 
0 oO rr ty ! the fret r 
a adio i{¢ na required ;% ii 
‘ ea I € 
Re eek took place in con- 
ectic tn a aiscu on of whethnei 
labe ould crap its strike 
pledee ¢ ng c A member of 
the teles one orkers’ union, favor- 
ing ich a step, gave Dr. Frank 
Kingdor the how's moderator, ; 
nore the €althy shove Othe: 
é t oO interceded immediate) 
As a re it of the near-fisticuff 
ie G a S ASK the citv to as 
ign a cop te e snow, starting tn 
last night (6) broadcast. If a 
pal flatfoot is made available 
a private shoefi vill be ci led jn. 


Friday | 
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and chattel th the result that Action of the ( tiee fave g 
program directors, agents and |the sale of time for controve al 
prospective sponsors were all issues, one of the aji bone of 
agog over the new discovery industry contention in rece ears 
When they diseovered it Vas |} reportedly sten chiefly fron 
Anson, ho conducts several | tion by one of the 0 etwork’s 
shows over local stations. they top execs anxious to al n he 
dropped their interest like a hot | present code. Indicatio: owever, 
potato. |are that the committee at least 
{partially influenced by the on- 
‘ | certed drive in the past year of labor 
organizations, and particularly the 
lla er § ew ne Polit cal Ac e oh e mee sn ne 
| CIO, toward opening the airlanes to 
ithe sale of such time 
e | . , . 
| With the exception of WMCA and 
0 review |WLIB in New York, and perhaps 
one or two otner stations ‘and even 
e ° n these instances certain restrice- 
tions are attached), sale of time for 


ships has been strictly verboten. 


Lux Emcee Spot 
Still Wide Open 


| 
' 


Hollywood, Feb. 6 
was still anybody's guess who'd 
ms C. B. DeMille’s place on Lux 
| Radio Theatre Lionel Barrymore 


| did an encore last Monday night but 
| his studio, Metro, has vetoed other 


than an occasional appearance. Her- 
| bert Marshal’, who rated the best 
| chance, removed himself from any 
| serious consideration by stating he 
| preferred acting to hosting. Others 
| jn the running are David O. Selznick 
and Mary Pickford 
Plan being studied at J. Walter 
Thompson is to have the emceeing 
done by the producer or director of 
| the film being dramatized. If neither 
is satisfactory from the viewpoint 
of mike ter hnique an executive of 
the studio would be called in to of- 
ficiate The iggestion has been 
passed along to Le Bros execs 
at LCamobridage 
| Arnold, Berger on Rebuttal 
! Hollywood Feb. 6 
| Edward Arnold and Capt. Hal 
Berger have been picked to present 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists’ side in the Cecil B. deMille- 
AFRA controversy on “March of 
Time” program Thursday (8) night, 
in answer to deMille peech on 
“Time” airer last Thursday. Speak- 
ers will have three inutes in all, 
ame as granted deMille. Both 
Arnold and Berger aie members of 
AFRA’s Los Angeles local 
DeMille had defended mself on 
Time” program « uspension he 
ook from AFRA rather than pay a 
$1 assessment for political purposes 
and “Time” is granting AFRA 
opport ty to e; P 
Hackett to Coast for MCA 
Hal Hackett, he: Music Corp. 
of Americas radio a Sion, includ- 
ng all offices, transfers bis head- 
auarters to Hollywood He leaves 
for the Coast Friday 9) and 
thereafter vill direct the depart- 
ent from MCA’s Beverly Hills of- 
fices 
Bart McHugh and Herb Rosenthal 
;remam in N. Y¥ 
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From the Production Centres 


POSS SSSSSSISESCSSSSCSESSESESESESESCESCECESD 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 





Frank St 
WOV bas resun 


anton, CBS veepee, back at ! 


after month's vacation 


scl 
is GeskK 


its intra-oiTYice pape 


ed Stult, dropped as a artime 
pediency, with Lo!a Woursel!, station’s femme flack. masterminding the 
operatior Staats Cotsworth has come a permane ver of the 
ca of Mr. and Mrs. North, NBC, directed by John Loveton of the Lennen 
& M ¢ vent Barbara F »> Was a memoe of the Chicago 
co a oO R [ B i idded to the 
N Yo i Ne ) > 1 | l a 
co " door | i 1 ) ’ ar bD 
Am i \ 4 » i ‘DO B Davis 
And Ww ja ) ( I ) ) P&G Walt | rie 
4 B i ’ i nit ef é 
" Y Pa P ) prod ‘ 
ot i ’ ’ Saz and Fra ul 
) 4 ) 12 ¢ ja 1 ide oO 
is ) > camp st l t Caro i Jea Hershol aK 4 € Dr 
Christ Sta , back to the Coast after next Wednesday's (14) aire: 


IN CHICAC 


Jack Burnett 


York to set up natio 


a 


Huber, Blue ce! 

for transfer to N 
Anne Marie 

to New York 

ihe NBC « 

Blue network 

agencies look}! 


Jobs all worth f 


kind 


drive Program is heard Mondays ove! | and was also in the radio depart- 
Fra O'Connell of the Chicago National Spot and local sales staff has | NBC. BBD&O is the agency. | ment of the William Morris office. 
{ 
ees _ —--— ——~- = — ———————— — — ~~ a ———_—_ ————— LT —— — —————_— — 


Joice & Morgan, 


Al 


publicity 


Cone & Beld 
Majestic Radio 


Foote 


yalgn for 


29 io New 
.Mike 


airectol ri 


ide exploitation can 


s cha 


rman ot tv! 





Sunday (4) Dorothy Claire, swing-singer, has been signed by Blue net- 
work Sidney Mason, and Bette Haron have joined the cast of “Back- 
stage Wife.” NBC soape Coronet Story Teller program has_ been 
extended to full Blue net Walter Preston W2S8BM-CBS program man- 
| ager on extended trip through west on search for new talent and shows 


been appointed to head the new sales office of the Blue’s co-operative pro- 
grams division skedded to be opened up shortly....Bob Temple of the 
Raymond Morgan office, Hollywood, in town for few days... .Dave Rodgers 
has joined the NBC central division announcing staff, replacing Ray Olson, 
who resigned-to join WOW, Omaha, announcing staff....Johnny Neblett 
readying two more open-end transcription series, which makes his pro- 
duction company one of largest in town....George Bay, formerly with Gay 
Claridge’s orch, has joined the Blue network ceniral division musical staff. 

University of Chicago Round Table celebrated its 15th year on the air 





WMAQ announced new card rate effective March 1 
WBBM’'s Victory Matinee bor: elling sho received special com- 
mendatior oO thre easury department here fol ‘lling $14,187,495 worth 
if war bo 944 Mac Schoenfeld and Do McNeil of the Breakfast 
club try ; ’ e up guest singers to replace Marion Mant who will take 
a month's leave of absence to \ t her servicema hubby stationed on} 
vest coa th floor offices of NBC in Merchandise Mart completely re- 
1eco i Ho of Be & Bowle Ne York, in town for | 
( fab ) 30 lay e seria Emerso Foote, of Foote, Cone & 
Belding to » addres » Advert g club a1 to huddle with Fax 
; Cone 
George Bolling. manager of the New York office of John Blair & Co., has | 
been elected to company’s board of directors Glenn Snyder, general 
manager of WLS, and Chick Freeman, treasurer, to New York and Wash- | 
ington on biz “Hall of Fame” program skedded to broadcast a show 
from Chi in about six weeks, using all-Chi talent 


tral division sales promotion and research chief, skedded 
e York in the near tuture Successor not ameda as yet 
Gaver in the “America in the Afr” cast for past year, 
she il ) é B lo } ye ol 
1 ) ) x the past 10 d joined the], , a . ; 
pth rgb , , ; 1:77 C as narrator of “Cavalcade of Amer- | Mutual as assistant commercial pro- 
this week as pro ) > different Chi!, , 

; | ica airer, DuPont sponsors Of | gram lec anage}l 

around for radio directors with no candidates in sight. gram sales manage! 
rom $10,000 to $18,000 Harlow P. Roberts, v.p. of Good- | show, instead putting money i1ntO| He formerly was asstant radio di- 


e radio division of the Red Cross | array of guest 


HUSTON OFF ‘CAVALCADE’ | 
| 
| 


Cornish to Mutual 


Willian A 





Ja) > ) } \ ; | ’ 
Walter Huston is bowing out soon Cornish has joined 


stars | rector of the J. M. Mathes agency, 














e 





Station KEX (5,000 watts), Blue Network 
affiliate in Portland, Oregon, is now owned and 
operated by Westinghouse Radio Stations Inc. 
To programs out of the “Blue” will be 
added the well-known Westinghouse’ skill for 
producing local programs. Programs designed 
for more than just listening. . but rather to 
appeal to the likes of the community. . pro- 
grams that stay “in tune” with the people. 


Listener and sponsor alike stand to gain 





WESTINGHOUSE RADIO STATIONS Inc | 


== 


from this merger of KEX, Portland, with the 
Westinghouse stations in Ft. Wayne, Pitts- 
burgh, Boston, Philadelphia, and Springfield. 
These sister stations salute the West Coast 
station, KEX, and wish it success as it is 
welcomed into the Westinghouse family. 
Program availabilities furnished, at your 
request, by KEX.. or, you may call on Paul 
H. Raymer Co., National Representatives, 


for any required information. 





KYW e 


KDKA -e 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY NBC SPOT SALES— EXCEPT KEX 
KEX REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY PAUL H. RAYMER 60. 


WOWO + WBE «© WBZA + KEX 





WMAL Asks NLRB To 
Reconsider Decish On 
Com’l Announcer Fees 


Washington, Feb. 
WMAL has filed a petitidn oa 
National Labor Relations Board re- 
questing reconsideration of recent 
decision handed down by NLRB 
which upheld an arbitrator's award 
in case of American Federation of 


Radio Artists vs. WMAL. Award 
granted special fees to announcers 
On commercial broadcasts 

WMAL’s plea for reconside ation 
alleges that NLRB had co pletely 
disregarded fact that there is a dis- 
tinction between an arbitrator and 


a hearing officer, 


WMAL lain 


ing arbitrato. il it ca 


: } se as only 
a hearing office: AFRA . i 

i i ifi- 
tained arbdDitrato nN Cas is re 


lerred to in previous proceedings as 


“hearing officer” by mistake of 
board clerk, NLRB Siding with 
AFRA. WMAL now claims this 


couldn’t have been a typo 
WXYZ-AFRA Dispute 
Detroit, Feb. 6 
A War Labor Board panel is now 
in se€ssion considering dispute be- 
tween WXYZ and American Federa- 
tion of 


Radio Artists’ local. Dis- 
pute arose on matter of commercial 
program pay to announcers, panel 


now sitting following hearings here 
last Nov. 1 when briefs were filed 
and case stated by Raymond Meurer 
for King - Trendle Broadcasting 
Corp., WXYZ owner, and by Jaffe & 
Jaffe, AFRA’s national for 
local. 

AFRA is asking fees on “Lone 


Ranger” program commensurate 
with commercial fees elsewhere 


ATLASS CONTINUES HIS 
WIND HYPO CAMPAIGN 


counsel, 


Chicago, Feb. 6 
In line with live talent expansion 
plans of WIND, Ardeane Hieskell 


has been added to the staff in a sales 
promotion capacity to work unde 
John Carey, commercial mgr. of the 


outlet. She comes from the Stachen- 
McKim agency, Cincinnati, where 
she was radio directo! 


Since selling WJJD to Marshall 
Field several months ago, Ralph At- 
lass has coneentrated on improvin 
his WIND by the addition of phettin 
live shows and CBS pickups. Station 
had previously been confined mostly 
to recorded entertainment Othe 
changes have included the moving of 
personnel from its Gary studio to 
Chicago and the establishment of 
new Studios here. Several more 
additions to the staff will be an- 
nounced shortly, according to At- 
lass. 


Mutual Deal Cooking 
With Amateur Chefs 


“Society of Amateur Chefs,” half- 
hour stanza of menu _ suggestions, 
et al, done in a comical vein, looms 
as possible air fodder for Mutual, if 
current negotiations between Ben 
Irving Butler, president of the 
group, and the network are con- 
summated. 

Program, with guesters, recently 
was televised on DuMont’s WAB 
in N. Y., Otto Soglow and Rube 
Goldberg, cartoonists, guesting, and 
John Reed King, serving as m.c. 








Cincinnati—Jack Wilson, scripter 
of WLW shows since 1937, took leave 
from the Crosley station Monday 
(5) to join the NBC writing staff in 
mM. ¥. 

————S——— ne 


WHO CARRIES 
50 TELEPHONE 


BOOKS AROUND 
IN HIS MIND? 


See Page 38 ; 


YOUNG MAN 


Veit, three years B’way theatrical pub- 








licity and manageinent, workirs 
knowledge muSic publishin radio 
iheatre, strong dramatic WYier, de- 


sires spot in show business requirhs 
management and promotiong! initia 
tive or assisting top exec Now witl 
a major news sérvice ig midwest 
Prefers New York but will trave! 
Nothing under $75 


Box 15, Variety, 154 West 46th Street 
New Work 19, N. Y. 


> 














{ 
j 
f 
( 
1 


























~ a. a = ~ 
5 ’ 
7 
Wednesday, February T, 1945 VARIETY RADIO 33 
| 
: “ They Still Write I : 
| ey Stil rite In . 
' 
nsi e ll ere a 10 Chicago, Feb. 6. ewsinen as ] 7 alm 
Record mail response was 
“g>« } lac} . r hw 7 
Recent CBS renewal of “Music From the West” from KSL, Salt Lake reached last week by WMAQ, Pi 
¢ 7 > . Tr \ < lt< ) 5 ‘ar ) -<AGav 
City, for a second 13 weeks, indicates the success of.a definite formula. The hen results of a recent 10-day m rou S e ul icit oun ) 
; ‘ x 1: listene re tior takan } 
program is broadcast at 12:05 a.m. at an hour when all other-nets are pre- listener reaction poll taken on | 
A , . + ) ) 1t< } 9] ~ rr? | 
senting popular dance bands. It features music of a distinetly western one of its local shows garnered 
flavor, such as “Grand Canyon Suite” and “Yellowstone Suite’ by Foste1 54.000 letters from 34 states and The inside story of the recent, offensive had broken Allied es of 
Cope’s orchestra, with a judicious blending of time-proven song favorites anaes De pe wher gs censorship clashes between radio; con n nica i m at ; SHAEF A s : it 
by Contralto Annette Dinwoodey. The program is carried by 59 CBS about when the Chicago and i aad yer correspondents and of touch w vr ne operations, 
stations, including outlets in Canada and the Bahamas, and is rebroadcast North Western Railway, sponsot ca. ug tee »s at Supreme Head- But the blackout lasted Mie ek 
bv shortwave to South America of the recorded program, asked Army authorities : F ' Mamere according to Muelle e 
ho. : nz erica. ; ae Hi ition: ’ re 
listeners to mail in their criti- Guar ere Allied re oe - broken communicat € = 9 
Forces (‘SHAEF) was revealed this aati ena te iia ‘ ere 
Reverse twist vherebv radio ¢ aracters have become basis for mag; Fae .y Me 1] Red”) Mue le C ; SHAEF P 
| . = i . orresponae I » ( - 
short stories, instead of the customary vice versa, has taken place with ‘ . 4 F NBC's top European man, just re- |. ously riticized A ¢ ‘ Dp 
Vi le NBC series Show went off the ; ‘ S , . ‘ erseas Co} ete ‘ 
} ( 1 e A 194 = : , if ; ~ es ‘ e 
t 
‘ 
e 
} 
‘ | | La! B : 
. . — t v ‘ | 
t 
er radio col e Ny. World-Tele- Dems Resolve That n 
{ et eave, a 2 WwW nere Va el ‘ — ) ' é ‘ ; 
( oO r O hea return to the pape Reported ! Radio . Here to Stay 4 1 Vie ¢ > 
r Oo ¢ O ve to eye with the W-T’s new amusement ed e s bee IAEF é j ’ ; 
¢ e diffe es eventually ironed out Miss Van Horne Washingt ‘ eta ful 2uthority ea g of ‘ - é ; GE: 
( ( month for a series of W-T pieces or Coast Ind Lio! ! ragio 18 sidate , ‘ the F ope r e ¢ Vie ; SHAFE i 
] nT I ms originating from Hollvwood. eve ig ge p ) ) ETO r es the ; ’ se Riedel ; 
( nNpaions ame ast Wee i 0 ) r . 
ampaig ne 7 ie \ A vup ‘ t Ge } ( c} 
\ i ( f Gre nbols as insignia for its urrent ad campalg nounceme! DO» San ON . i é ‘ the ve pre ‘ a f ( W ‘ R 
rentls ) DO 1 ; I I C1LV a spond 
! ( ( die i arm of letters during the past week claiming | ¢ iy app ‘ puoi ¢ ( arrie OTTESpo ‘ Sn d Fre - I< : ‘ 
. ° { t y cratl 4 ( ‘ ) ‘ 
‘ t ett oO not Make Haste Slowly = e Democrat Na i oo pathe Mueller 
S VIBS ( e Greek Information Service in Washington ce ‘ g it i I ’ 
. . T 
‘ ( Ca state the belittiers ere Dart O N¢ i) : é 0 rey \ : 
€ »€ ) e ET AF] ) , 
( c ) ( ) ¢ ( i€ 
aa i) ‘ 
S esti D Gilbe that discharged vets in government hospital during the 1946 congressional eit cs HAEF, because é eme : 4 ‘oe a 
‘ ns ft “ lect yt) Isuldil ail f < ] < 
be é ( er rivileges as servicemen, is bearing frui After | tions. Off-year electi may % Army office Europe like Cl that the ’ ‘ : 
, y y ay “aT 5 ) o< ) ny than resi ntia F » 4 i= the oa) ecoure fry , 
18-month one vaign over WHN, N.Y., Gilbert has drawn up [0 less air time — ‘ <! ipposed to be the focal source fo corresponden's’ committee Mueller 
y } im” 112! ) ! C< lO! ] > “orresc ) “nyt rye " > jn 
re on ¢ ‘ le and polling congressmen in Washington for thei campalsns but the - il10 ll news for correspondents doing | pa Kennedy. AP K Ss 
= ol tha there ‘ b ! let-cdow! ‘ : mn tha - ‘oronean w = : . 
time Se VE ilrea expressed favor for bill Military Order of at there will be . ww stories on the overall European wat INS and Ceara Baile . 
} } 1¢ > . © . ° "> } Re A 
I le Heart, at recent a 11 convention, unanimously endorsed proposal. | 1946 But Muelle ays, SHAEF las hester Guardian) te 
. . ’ it} +} > TY ‘rat alr a \ 1 . 4 . P , ‘ . , 
G ( rep g results of Washington poll as received to his listeners And with ie Democt — . 96 1andled the situation “very poorly tos 
getting set, there is no aoubt nat The SHAEF “riot” followed some 
ZitY-Da Put ing Co $10.000 national peace treaty contest, an- the Republicans ll follow suit time after Gen Dwight D Fisen » 
> } ve mM va he w's 9k Ss 4. rp ini ! < 
nounced couple eeks ago, will be run March 17 on local radio stations ower imposed the news blackout Bostor ginia Dwyer, veteran 
c an ct . . , : +} _—— - tartad their wspa rwomat « ‘rid: GQ 
throughout country 7-F will underwrite costs ‘estimated at $50,000), to Texarkana.—KCMC. Inc... has filed’ when the German stariead thnel wa paperwoman Friday ‘9) 
’ we . } = ites . ” ‘corre na Nit? é le ni iew yp } 
include the prize money and ad budget for stations that use it Joseph W application with the FCC for an FM | bulge attack SHAEF correspond A. ! _ ve y ery ~ prope n, 
. 7 te } Oo . j hy] | iit reo ou SO ‘ ‘ e 
Frazer, chairman of board of Graham-Paige Motors Corp. and originatot tation to operate here, in conjunc- | ents all agreed that the blackout ha — , P r 
of the jeep, will be chairman of judges’ committee tion with KCM¢ was necessary nee the Germ: 
— 
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THAT POWER-FULL STATION 


Ahomber af the Mummei Breedrosting System 
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JAY JOHNSON’S .......... 


an ingenious patter-man, a song-putter-over, a 


guy with the warmth of sunlight and a gift for 


saying things that make people sit up straight 


and grin. Launched recently as an announce- 


> ment carrier (he totes them with rare finesse!) 


mores 
om j 
1 ROC 
3 4 
7 
: . 
j . 
i? ‘ : 
Jf 
A 
x , : 
: JD he landed his 
i" a few weeks. We thi 


~ on how you can profit by his talent now 


... at a ground-floor price... { 


call PE 6-8600 today 
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own sponsored show within 


nk he looks like another 


4 of those headed-for-the-top performers dis- 


covered and developed by WOR. For facts 





JAY JOHNSON 
Weekdays: 4:15 P. M. 


Sundays: (sponsored) 
10:45 P.M. 
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to the recurrent CBS winners in Radio 


Ee “ ; : a om 2, : ee te: a ; : . : es igs 
- : / ba} hes ee? " i * . &s ty j n Re , ans ~ 
a3 ne “a pis. 2F : ~* 3 , »4 * 
a a. ae . f 3 a4 : 
4 , ; * : a : 2 
Favorite Symphonic Program 
N.Y. Phitharmonic-Symphony Orchestra 


Favorite Dance Band 








} 























(Swing) 
Harry James 






Favorite Dramatic Series 
(as produced by C, B, De Mille) 
Lux Radio Theatre 


Favorite Feminine 
Vocalist (popular) 
Dinah Shore 
























Favorite Children’s Show 


Let's Pretend 
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Daily's national program poll...... 


America’s leading radio editors and crities awarded first place in 5 classifications to regular 


CBS network programs during 1944, in Radio Daily’s Eighth Annual Certified Poll. 
They awarded second place in 11 classifications to regular CBS network programs. 


Thus Lux Radio Theatre wins first place for the eighth consecutive year—ever since Radio Daily 


inaugurated its poll. The New York Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra has won every year 
except 1938. Harry James wins a first for the third straight year. So does Dinah Shore —on 





CBS all of 1942 and 1943 and 65% of 1944. Let’s Pretend was elected America’s favorite 


children’s program in 1939, tied for first place in 1943, and won again in 1944, 





AND IN ADDITION TO THOSE CBS “FIRSTS”: 


es 
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Kate Smith 
(so far, 2 “firsts; 
5 “seconds” ) 


Sammy Kaye 
(so far, 3 ““seconds”) 


Ted Husing (so far, 3 


“firsts,” 5 “seconds”) 


Frank Sinatra 
(se far, 2“seconds”) 


” 





























2 s 5% 


‘Burne and Allen The Aldrich Family 


(so far, 1 secon) fsa far. 1 “first? 
3 “seconds”) 


Take It or Leave It 
(soefar, 4“seconds”) 





G adi Allen 
(so far, 1“second”) 


For their discerning recognition of these superior programs CBS offers America’s 


radio critics and editors its sincere appreciation. To the artists, our heartiest congratulations. 


This is CBS...the Columbia Broadcasting System 














Gladys Swarthout 
(so far, 1 “first?’ 
4“seconds”) 





Shostakovich 
8th Symphony 


(se yer, 1 second} 
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Villains Represented As Dishgured 
Deflate Kid _— for War Wounded 


A new slant in radio's 





contril ¢—_——_— 


‘Charles Lewis to WOL: 
Lillian Ruppert Uppes 


W 6 


@on toward helping solve post. 
rehabilitation problems was injecte 
last week. WOR, N. Y nal 

1 ao won yf val 


New WHN Navy Show 
Herb Gordon Leaves sit’ on Wall, hts Aedeoinn 
Morris for Fred liv vbr egect ame iiy 


H Fa lies of Ni: t are il 
th. Mcpe , nf thie iM e for cl ce ) ype oO ) 
Mo ) : 
pio f e Frede W. 7 ( heir p . 
Tice e oul ) LO ne yil 
ters cK erever he na r€ | 

He Sud eC J B ) aE on ne ( r Seas lil be AD LE 
signed last week to ope his oO o hear a family report Via The 
prod o1fice N Reports.” 








Could refer to Teddy Roosevelt; 


Could mean trouble in a glue 
factory; 


Or the guy that got caught with 
the dinner check; 


BUT, If R&ALLY REFERS to WKY’ s 
new 915-foot vertical 
radiator that'll soon be 
a-pumpin' like a house afire, 
day and night, down here in 
Oklahoma. 
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| concerning Columbia’s network poli- n 
i cies. For almost 10 years we have the past week have been CBS, NAB. 
| not permitted news broadcasts—or Subscription Radio, ~—_ American 
| any other broadcasts, for that matter | Radio Relay League 





Detroit, Feb. 6 
George W. Cushing. WJR’s 
vs editor, struck on a new one 
pressing newscasters with 
need for clearness and brev- 


Average Pay of Web, Key Station Exec 
Personnel $208; All Salaries Move Up 


| Oriental Tip | 
| 


orles 
“mn te bulletin board in the Washington, Feb. 6. | siderably better than the $49 86 
re room is posted the picture Salavies in broadcasting are ap-|earned by general station oe 
of an elderly Chinese, and below | parently moving up slightly on the} nouncers. Writers for nets aud the 
ape {basis of a survey by FCC. Study] 10 key stations average $64.46 week- 
Old Chinese~newscaster say 


/covers full-time employees of eight|ly, and for the other stations oy 


ord to tell big story ” 














network and 844 co iercial sta- $40.14 Production people did a little 
tion fo the week beginning Oct better 
’ 14, 1944 It is interesting to nots the 
BLUE S NEWSBEAT ON eds and stations ad a total; writers don’t fare near! e] 
| 
0 6b 658 t 0 ) thie \ rik oO tne flacks Publicit. Dp ; é | 
THAT WALLACE DEBATE 5 isl oe ogee asc 
ivergaLve of $60.52 perso Average $1 46 48 V eekly, whittle the oft 
gton, Feb. 6 I the tationa ind regional vebs | 834 tations the average " $/2.4? 
-_ red itself as ‘ i i110 ke net stations i $71.47. as weekly 
‘el 4 e si ” 854 . 
eb ( H \ Wallace CoO rina ' 
I ol : we. - ct : na NAB Sh | 
) nu Se tary of Commerce and ' eives 0 
“ue Wwe it " pers >} 1 
he CGeoree DI to divest the RF¢ : “ : a awe wan SVeCRee = nvens 
{ & ’ ¢ rT 1) have | 9208.57 a week, while the other sta | OD’ 
ommerce ssue tile tk 
> tional in interest tion pald an average of $104.04 n | Compliance 
ef ! ‘ ‘ ' ‘ . 
, Sena week] General managerial pe 7 F 
hue if a like i he Senate ; ; , gton . 6 
Blu Dt mike 1 the a onnel grabbed the biggest bite It | NAB has { l ( 
_ ‘lery and assigned Earl!” cetep : ‘ N. 1as formaliyv cancelled ae 
, Marti boreal R iverage $415.18 for the ebs and) nual convention in lin th the OD] 
Goad ! artin ASTONSKY Vay | key tations and $148.56 foi the order to e tail tr: 1 “eh 
Henle, Bill Hillman, Dave Wills and | Qije, hatiiees ! oO curtail traveling a 5 e 
: Une] bat large conventions. Statement by J 
1 Leec! o cover the sizzling pro Outside tl} pyeECIITIY g . 
eer icasts went ’ ulside the executive group. staff} Harold Ryan, NAB prey 
ceedin Spot broadcast wen oo nNuSsiciat rated the top Dav mn the part 
14 12°80. 1:15 and 3:15 p.n lickin ai , — tation , ‘ 
: ev Arie x Lath ive I In compliance with the exp ed 
' i rad compe i 1909 94 : ‘ ‘ , 
$1299.94 eekly Outside sales- ishes of the government to li 
Tot oO + ryviryuite i t e Was ae t | ben | itl 128.12 ] 
r close be d $128.12 the amount of travel, and to avo 
\ d 1 t} tory 1 we ‘ : { t { ’ 
OlK ) é ny thie iS <a Fo f othe Stalior outside | any conventions or meetings which 
. +} sryti . stun \ ° 
ried over the entire network salesmen led by a wide margin) would bring together from outside 
with an average of $95.92 weekly.: the city in which the meeting is 
Staff musicians were in third place, | scheduled more than 50 persons. the 
‘Ply -Uglies’ averaging $58.75 a week being | National Association of Broadcasters 
i} topped by research and develop-| has cancelled its annual conventio 
 ———— Continued from page 283 joel ment workers who averaged $62.83.; which would normally be held in the 


Web announcers averaged only/| late spring. 


ks scramble the »ws with plug- és 
vorks scramble the ne ith plug In the matter of district meetings 


72.03 a week. but this was con- 


uglies i on which the NAB is currently en- 
Paul White's Reply a a ; gaged, only those will be held which 
Pau White Director of New 35 Kile for Argument conform in all respects to the Go 
Broadcasts tor CBS wrote the fol- 


~ ‘ 
lowing letter to the Post-Dispatch 


after the first blast was made: “This 
letter is in reply to your editorial 


On New Allocations ernment’s requirements.” 

Washington, Feb. 6 
Thirty-five organizations have now 
of Jan. 18 . The editorial men- | filed to make oral arguments before 
Columbia network as} FCC on the proposed ne 


»w frequency 
well as other networks by name, be- | allocations Hearings w ia por J WHO INTERPRETS 
genuine lack of knowledge | mence F ) 
genuine lack of knowledge | m ped ys applicants during FASHION DESIGN 
BY TELEPATHY ? 





—————————————— — —»~ 


tioninyz ine 


trays a 


estinghouse 
Electric International Go. and the 
Association of Taxicab 


“to be sponsored by objectionable 
Examination of our | National 
[a records will disclose that Columbia | Owners 
| for years has led other networks in 
its decision not to accept certain 
types of advertising. and has en- | 


advertisers.” 


See Page 38 


forced its policies rigidly. 

“In regard to middle commercials, | 
within the body of news programs, | 

we do not agree with you that these 
| are, per se, objectionable. We have 
| taken steps to prevent the occur- 
j; rence of what IS _ objectionable; 
| namely, the introduction of a middle 

commercial on any program before 
the important news itself has been 
| given in detail, or the insertion of a 
| middle commereial in any unfor- 
| tunate juxtaposition to the news. 

“Is the Post-Dispatch radio station 
| KSD entirely consistent? Does it ac- 
| cept and broadcast a network news 
| program sponsored by a company 
| whose product seems designed to 
|}cure indigestion and hangovers? 
| Does KSD broadcast any network 

news programs with middle com- 
|; mercials, including the one above 
| described? If KSD has certain poli- 
| cies with regard to local news pro- 
| grams and yet permits network pro- 
| duced programs to deviate from its 
standard, then it seems to be argu- 
able that a chain is sometimes as 
weak as its strongest link.” 

Ray C. Wakefield, FCC Commis- 
sioner also took notice of the situa- 
tion to pen the the following letter: 
“I read your editorial, ‘A suggestion 
to Radio’ and I approve very 
heartily of the position taken in the 
editorial. I think it and the accom- 
panying cartoon present the qucstion 
of the handling of news broacasts 
| in a very effective way I hope 
| you are effective in bringing about 
| a change as indicated along the lines 
of the editorial.” 


_WTMJ, WMFM Go Along 
| Y | e | 
| On News Commercials 
Chicago, Feb. 6. 

| WTMJ and WMFM, Milwaukee, 
| joined the increasing number of sta- 
tions limiting commercials on 15- 
| minute news broadcasts to the open- 








VERA BARTON 


"America's New Big Voice” 
NOW FEATURED ON THE NEWLY RELEASED 


SONORA 
MARK WARNOW 


“HIT PARADE" ALBUM 


RADIO. BS oe | NIGHT CLUBS . Gl ASS 
Coast-to- Coon —. in- | HAT, Belmont Plaza Hote 
chell Show on Mutual ; It's |New York .. . and then at LA 
Maritime Via Mutual. | MARTINIQUE, New York. 


Presently Recording for SONORA 
Management: DELL PETERS 


————— = — 


ing and closing slots, effective Feb.|@ 
| 18. Management of the stations have 
|applied the policy to five-minute 
| news programs for several years. 

| Action is being taken in line with 
| the growing sentiment among mid- 
| west station owners that advertis- 
| ing messages should not be imposed 
upon the listener in the midst of 
news of such momentous happenings 
as are occuring daily, according to 
Walier J. Damm, g.m. of the stations. 
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Promosh Budgets | 
Still on Upgrade 


That this radio season is one in 
which sponsors and ad agencies are 
placing heavy emphasis on program 
promotion and publicity emphasis, 
is borne out anew by reports from 
various sources of unusually large 
budget appropriations for promotion 





vities Primary factor in _ the 
yoo campaigns is the large ! bei 
P og changes and pre 
( led { increasing!) fening 
‘ net on i represented n\ tne 
{: etworks’ schedules 
Vest eX ple . ¢ 
riatl approved by Ge 
Elec { t ne H e P 
CBS é I é 
2 e, GE ha from ac 
ed $25,000 for the next yea 
7 s does not include appropriations 
for tune-in ads, dealer and merchan 
cdising drives, etc Which crease 


the total appropriation considerably 
Also reported setting aside $25,000 


for publicity is Chesterfield, with the 


Newell-Emmett publicity dept ne 
ing expanded to handle the drive 
( esties have two ne\ she s one 
on CBS and one on NBC 
Pabst Plugs Kaye 

Pabst's Beer, Jikewise, has spent 
heavily for the Danny Kaye pro- 
gram, buying space in dailies, as 
vell as using 24 sheets. Latter is 
unusual for radio, with one of the 


reasons credited being the difficul- | 
ties confronting accounts seeking to | 
buy daily space, due to newsprint | 
rationing. 

Recent change in singers 
Luck Strike “Hit Parade” 
produced a chunk of bally. This is | 
credited to Lawrence Tibbett’s per- 
sonal publicity efforts Agency on | 
the account, Foote, Cone & Belding, | 
states its customary merchandising | 
appropriation has not been advanced. | 

Some dailies, space buyers report, 
have invoked a new regulation inso- |} 
far 


on the} 
also has 





as tune-in ads are concerned, 
These sheets are now rejecting 
straight tune-in ads, insisting the 
space be used to plug the product, 
vith a tune-in reminder, in small 
type, permitted as the only refer- 
ence to radio. Reason is the news- 


paper-radio competition angle 

Proof that the heavy promosh 
dough pays off is seen in the 12.9 
rating nabbed by Danny Kaye in his 
first Hooperating. It’s not only a 
tidy figure for a new show ,but espe- 
cially so in view of its Sat. p.m. air 
time. Program was preceded by an | 
exceptionally active ad campaign 





Cincinnati.—-Bradley Kincaid, sing- | 
ing guitarist and claimant to title of | 


“King of American hillbillies,” 
initiated a series of weekday a.m. 
quarter-hour programs Monday (5)! 


on WKRC for Rainbow Baking Co. 


RADIO TIME, properly 
used, keeps American 
business ticking. Radio 
time, properly sold, 
keeps American broad- 
casting the best in the 
world, Selling time is 
the full-time business 
of Weed & Company. 


WEED 
d 4 
(NI) COMPANY 











HOME, SWEET HOME, 5 War Vets Back In 
VIA WOR RECORDINGS = Soto" Ravito Pieur 


. House Group Recommends $5,005,400 


} Boston, Feb. 6. . 
WOR, N. Y., is providing an un- | Five medically discharged vet-| FCC B d 
usual twist in its communications erans returned to their radio jobs| tl] get or ext iSca eal 
to its staffers now in the armed | the past week, three to WCOP and | ad 
forces, making a special recording | two to WBZ. Washington. Feb. 6 ng. the FCC handled 283-standard 
once monthly of chats with various Fred Archer. a radioman second | asnington ed had < : Belay do eerie atthe ie 
staffers. Recordings are being called class with 242 years service record | The House Appropriations Com- a a7 : 1944 s d snbie sata 1 200 
“Let's Visit.” based on a WOR sus- | in the South Pacific: Tom Bean, who} mittee yesterday (5) recommended © ay a Peal li er 
tainer of some years back, idea this has seen service in World War I and! a $5,005,400 budget for the Federal ry hai — “PP ical “a ; Ps jatar ny "7 
time being to visit among staff | II, and was a warrant officer at his| Communications Coinmission for the mh ws roe saan ‘ ier be : ap J 7 
people instead of New Yorkers, | discharge; Robert Downie, from the| fiscal year beginning July 1 next 1 1948. nega : a a IE ct at ow : 
which is what the original program | Navy; the three have again taken up his is $201,600 less than FCC re- Ea i laps bin rele 
did their announcing duties at WCOP quested d $495,000 less than the | DFOaccast apy a ee ig ~ 
: +t WRZ. Scott Parrot from the nekd ennremriations ‘thout fis neluding ene 
Saati sis : ‘At bd : - Pi rrent aj p ty ; 
more a itla tic tou 1 ! € ‘ap i } i 
lette Dd nal py ¢ : re : I ; 
fore Step re € é = ; . 
we i t elite ( Tnite " 
t Ss al¢ Y QOlie D t Di P 
‘ ; + ilies FLEMING LEAVES WCKY 
: 1 fi 
Jerry D 9 c ) 
( I el he sé t ’ t I « 
M acl { FR 
Te) g Stokes P; f Dine rop FC ( ¢ 0 
Washington. Redemption of e In Ne oC orn i ear S eat ‘ ‘ 7 : : 
first U. S. baby bonds, sold in Marc! radio department He teache ‘ for FM, \ ‘ é ‘ ( rhe 
1935. will be heralded Feb. 18 in ertising at e U. of Cine r f ( | é 
Philadelphia, with Secretary of the Rex Davis, the stations ef Ork ¢ . the : re ; . 
Treasury Henry L. Morgenthau fea nounce ts being upped by Kenneth ; :; sage sage ; ‘ ; : ' 
tured on the “We the People” pro- | Ch mg) to double Re e, Ce , E. K. Jett : : 
gram originating there on that date.| of p luctior et 1s sll aes 
a aia ay ~ Pa 2 = = 








One of those Quiz things, Gracie! 










Question : 


What Kind of 


Answer: 


w. P. B. 


Question: 


a. 


Answer? 


That’s for War. 


Quiz things 7 


: 


Question ; 
vs ° a 


Answer? 


For Production. 


ES ...WPB...and what's cookin’ with that 

big organization is something you know 

a lot about, Gracie. The only way to get this 

War over with quick is to give the guys on the 

firing line the stuff that they need. And what 

they need right now calls for metals and ma- 
terials we have to give up. 

So vour show and our show is leaving the 

air, We don’t feel happy about that. because 


BRISTOL- MY 


LU 


OR en ee 





we think you've done a great job... with even 
better prospects in the future. 

No use trying to describe what a radio 
show has got to do with bullets. WPB can do 
that better than we can. So let’s just say: it’s 
one of those things, Gracie . . . Our thanks to 
you and all who worked with you... and 
cheerio! 


We'll be seein’ you! 


ERS COMPANY 
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“THE EDDIE BRACKEN SHOW” 
With Ann Rutherford, William Dem- 
arest, Janet Waldo, John Wald, an- 
nouncer, others 
Producer: Mann Holiner 
Writer: Robert Riley Crutcher 
30 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
STANDARD BRANDS 
WEAF-NBC, N. Y¥. 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 
Standard Brands shelled out plenty 
of coin for this new Eddie Bracken 
show (the $17,500 price tag puts it 
among the top-bracketed packages 
on the air). but on the basis of last 
Sunday's (4) getaway it shapes up as 


a wise investment indeed. Slotted 
into the half-hour Sunday night seg- 
ment of NBC following the Charlie 
McCarthy stanza. (“One Man's Fan 
ily was moved to the Blue to cle 
the time), it gives SB an enviable 


60-minute stretch that should pay of! 
in sustained audience pull. That Bei 


gen hitch-hike didn’t hurt any in 1 

viting listeners to stay glued for the 
preem,. and if Bracken & Co. and 
particularly scripter Robert Riley 


Crutcher maintain the same jaunty 
pace, it’s a cinch that the audience 
is gonna stick. It looks like NBC has 
another winner. 

Actually this is nothing more than 
capitalizing on the boff reaction to 
the Bracken-William Demarest-Pres- 
ton Sturges pattern that clicked in 
pix with “Miracle of Morgan's Creek” 
and “Hail the Conquering Hero,” in 
this case Crutcher taking over the 
scripting end and falling right into 
the groove. It's a situation comedy 
program that’s broad enough in char- 
acterization and story to allow for 
successive installments. But 
tially it’s a show 
Bracken of radio, as in pix, the char- 
acte! vested with a warmth and 
reality that strikes a responsive 
chord in each listener. For this sad 
sack is never so far-fetched that he’s 
not understandable, and the idiosyn- 
cracies that type him lend themselves 
to hilarious situations, yet nevel 
make him a buffoon. 

Bracken, though this is his 


——$— 


200a 


first 

















| femme lead smoothly. 
| turned in a crack job on the overall 
| production. 


| Wald, are devoted 


essen- | 
because in | 


i between 


cially is. 


jmembers of the 








| 








M-G-M's "Music for Millions” 


New CAMEL PROGRAM 
10 p.m., EWT 





fridays 


pesons il 
Mgt.. LOU CLAYTON | 





i femme civilians : 
program enlisted a popular singer as | 


| Lucille Manners. 





| chestra 





















HICKEY 74e 


COWBOY CARUSO 


Will Sing 
National Anthem FREE 
Write HICKEY, 251 W.95th, N.Y.C. 





| Pearl, 











regular air show, has all the natural- 
ness and sureness of a vet. Similarly, 
Demarest takes up where he left off 
in his Par film characterizations, 
benefiting by the fact that his blus- 
tering cussedness is parcelled out 
more judiciously in the radio script- 
ing. Ann Rutherford fits into the 
: Mann Holiner 


treated by John 
to Fleischman’s 
Yeast (recommending its use for a 
vitamin cocktail) and Fleischmann’s 
Blue Bonnet Margarine, using a “F- 
N-E” (flavor, nutrition, economy) 
iwgestive ol 
hat middle 


Commercials, 


tecnnique Sl “ 
‘ 


As usual commercial 

n for an awkward break, more 

noticeable Ol! a scl pt snow of this 

type Rose. 

“WINGS FOR TOMORROW” 

With AAF Orchestra (65) conducted 
by Sgt. Harry Bluestone, Lucille 
Manners, Mary Hunter, Sgt. Vern 
Wilson, Cpls. Lou Montgomery 


and John Ulin, Pvts. Larry Dop- 
kin, Don Meyer, Dick Story 

Producer: Capt. Robert G. Jennings 

Director-writer: Millard Lampell 

Announcer: Sgt. Tom Hudson 

30 Mins.; Sat., 11:30 p.m. 


| Sustaining 
| WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 


“Wings for Tomorrow” new re- 
corded series that preemed on WOR 
Saturday (3), is a welcome addition 
to service airers Program 
bined entertainment with a message, 
in a ntelligent appraisal of an 
immediate issue, the rehab’litation 
of returned Air Force vets to civil- 


an life. Message wasn't stressed to 
detriment of entertainment angles; 
in fact. it was set up in dramatic 
form in a 15-minute drama set In 


music numbers. Program 
was smartly laid out and expertly 
presented for a fine tribute to Army 
Air Fortes, which pYOgram it 


An official presentation of the 
AAF Training Comma airer in- 
cluded dramatic skit enacted by 

AAF, plus few 
Surrounding music 


guest artist, guest on opener being 
Opener's dramatic 


skit, “Study in Bitterness,” was an 
| effective if somewhat overdrama- 
tized yarn about a returned flyer 
|and his bitterness against civilian | 
| attitude, against its ignorance of | 
war and what flyers go 


those that survive as 


solemn Presented in good detail, 
with flashbacks, music background 


| and interesting inserts, it went over. | 
personnel is 


AAF 


Performances by 
uniformly fine 


Expert handling of entire pro- 
gram was also evidenced in arrange- 
ment of songs and in musical pres- 


finished 65-piece or 


Harry 


entations A 
under Sgt 


ments, 


creamy sovrano on “Romance” andj} 
“Too - Ra - Loo - Ra-La.” and orch 
| played “Who” and “When Johnny 


| Comes Marching Home.” last named 
| for a clever, corking finale. Producer 
Capt. Robert G. Jennings, director- 
writer Millard Lampell, Sgt. Lother 
who did original music for 
skit, and cast members deserve in- 


dividual bows. Bron. 





| operating in the 


offi- | 
| orch 


through, | checked out of the Broadway musi- 
well as those | : 
that die. Skit though serious was not| back in radio, now 


Bluestone 
~| played music in neat, novel arrange- | 
Miss Manners used her cool,| Ought to let the voice 
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LET’S GO TO TOWN 

With Commander Edward N. Schei- 
berling, Lani McIntyre’s orch, Rip 
Collins, Forrest Willis, Others 

30 Mins. 

WABY, Albany 
WABY, at the request of National 

Association of Srendessters and sug- 

gestion of General Dwight D. Eisen- 


hower, made a 30-minute home- 
town recording for ‘the Armed 


Forces Radio Service, with Edward 
N. Scheiberling, Albanian-national 
commander of the American Legion, 


Rip Collins, manager of the Albany 
| Eastern 
Charles F 
L-S’M-F-T. | News sports editor, and Lani Mc- 


Forrest Willis, 
Knickerbocker 


league club; 
Young, 


| Intyre’s Hotel Kenmore orchestra 
among the participants. One thou- 
nd pressings of each program pro- |} 


-some 200 are co- 
effort—are taken 
off in Los Angeles and forwarded to 
every theatre of wal Idea is to 
tive the boys far away a picture of 


duced by a station 


the home towns as the latter are} 


today—dressed up with entertain- 
ment WABY broadcast “Town” at 
1 p.m. Saturday, to acquaint dialers 
with it and have them write notifica- 
tion letters to men Overseas. 

WABY took the GI's on a 
tour of the city, via 


radio 
medium of a 


letter supposedly written by Willis 
to an Albany boy and girl in uni- 
form. This cast him in the role of 


narrator-reporter, which he handled 
with outstanding skill. Part of an 


| ad lib recording at local Blood Bank 
com- | 


(one of his many home-front activi- 
ties ) va neluded Joe Nolan’s} 
sport yw brought on Collins, for- | 
mer member of St. Louis Gas House | 
Gang and veteran radio man, and} 
Young in a discussion of baseball 

Commander Scheiberling talked of | 
the GI bill of rights and impres- 
sively pledged Legion's support to 
returning armed forces. Organist | 
Dick Hartigan, Empire Sinfonietts | 


(led by 
in local 


Carl Miller, 
theatres ) 


ex-conductor 
and MclIntyre’s 


(now at Rainbo Room of New 
Kenmore hotel) furnished music. | 
Carl Mattison produced and Mike | 
Danlya wrote the program, an am- | 
bitious affair for a small station, de- | 


spite some technical flaws. Jaco. 





| 
Follow-up Comment | 











Frank Parker, who recently 


“Folk W 


cal smash, the Girls,” is 
getting top bill- | 


ing in the Anacin “Friday on Broad- 


| day” CBS show. In its own quiet 
way the program for the past year 

or so has been hitting its early- 

evening stride (7:30-8) and Park- 

er’s bow in should definitely upgrade 

| interest in the show On las week's 
(2) preem, with “Fence Me.” “More 

and More,” “Sweet Dreams” and 

“Trish Lullaby,” Parke left a defi 

nite imprint, but the announce 

speak for it- 


self. It all adds up to good listening, 
aided and abetted by the Mary Anne 
Mabee-Will Gephart duo, the Broad- 
wayettes and Herald Square Sextet. 


Barry Gray has returned as WOR’s 
all-night boy. It’s a happy selection. 
He previously filled in when Steve 
Ellis vacationed, the latter not being 
a Manhattan free-lance. Gray has a_ 
mice air personality, doesn’t take | 
himself seriously, keeps his session 
light, amusing, and figures to grad- 
uate from the round tables ‘most any 
time. Incidentally, he’s the lad who 


first tagged Jo Stafford's “Happen | 
to You” as the best of the crop. 
But someone tell him who wrote 


“Dancing in the Dark.” 


Jimmy Durante’s life was drama-) 
tized on Mutual's “Freedom of Op-| 
portunity” stanza last week. a well-| 
deserved bow to the Schnozzola. Ses- 
sitn pulled out all the stops, illustrat-| 
ing how Durante started as a barber | 
in his pop’s shop on N. Y.’s lower 
eastside, but turned to showbiz for a 
livelihood. meager at first, but pros- 
pering as time went on. His rise as 
a member of the team of Clayton, 
Jackson & Durante; his acclaimed 
success on Broadway, and then his 
trip to Hollywood and his disastrous 
initial venture into pictures, which 
nearly ended his career. Then the 
road back through a successful radio 











“ “First ya gotta arouse their interest. Start sayin’ 
somethin’ about Wheaties !"’ 


Blueprint for a better world: more | flavor. (Incidentally, there’s also 
cople with Wheaties dispositions. | practical whole wheat nourishment 


leaning. 


the all-is-bliss feeling! to encourage the chassis to Greater 


inspired by crunchy flake and nutty | Things.) Had your Wheaties today? 


show, and proper roles at Metro. It 
| was all there, even down to the “Va- 
riety” tag, and all very listenable, 





CAMPOS TO XEB-XEBT 


Mexico City, Feb. 6. 

| Armando de Maria y Campos, for- 
| mer 
manage XEB-XEBT, owned by El 
Bueno Tono, S. A., manufacturers 
of cigaretes. He succeeds Manuel 
Gonzales Calzada, who has returned 
to advertising work. 

Campos has been connected with 
local magazines, publicity and gov- 
ernment publicity offices for several 
years. 











“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 

With Philip Merivale, Muriel Kirk- 
land, Evelyn Varden, Doris Dalton, 
Peggy Allenby, Ford Lewis, Edwin 
Cooper, John McGovern, Raymond 
Ives, Bobby Readick, Peter Fer- 
nandez 

Producer: Stanley Wolf 

Director: Don Martin 

Musical Director: Josef Stopak 

30 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WJZ-Blue, N. Y. 

New Blue sustainer, spotted in the 
saleable 10:30 to 11 p.m. spot Sun- 
days, has been given top drawer pro- 





duction and casting and the Maj. 
Hartzell Spence script promises to 
| provide acceptable action and con- 
ltinuity. “One Foot in Heaven” has 
lefinite nossibilities, judging from 
the first chapter (4). 
Philip Merivale, as the Rev. Spence, 


delivered a worthy characterization 
serving to implant the idea of a sin- 
cere, generous, liberal and broad- 
minded man of the cloth who pos- 
sesses a strong conviction that serv- 
ices to the community as a whole are 
;}just as much a part of his duties 
as his secular obligations. 


Series opener set the stage for 
future chapters by outlining com- 
munity problems in a small town, 


(typical of many such in these hectic 
war days) wherein many of the 
younger element have achieved a 





cides on a plan to divert 
; energies 


endeavors to teach the 


premature responsibility through 
reasons of employment and an inde- 
pendent income. Youthful escapades, 
termed vandalism, by some irate in- 
h their proper 
1inister, who de- 
the boys’ 
chan- 


ibitants are accorded 
{mportance by the f 
into more profitable 
nels 

He forms a gymnasium class and 
boys how to 
box with a humorous interlude in- 
troed in which the ringleader of the 
carefree element proves a little too 
handy with his dukes for the clergy- 
man to handle. However, the stanza 
wound up with definite signs of 


progress as the youngsters decide 
| that Rev. Spence isn't such a bad 
guy and decide to go along with 
him. 


As noted, Merivale’s performance 
paced the episode convincingly and 
other roles likewise lent strength. 
Musical portions. composed express- 
ly for the show by Oscar Charles 
Caswell, were handled capably by 
Josef Stopak’s crew. Donn 


WBBM Preps Stanza 


Aimed at Divorces’ 


Chicago, Feb. 6 
week O a new Nhalt-hour program 
designed to combat Chicago’s soar- 
ng divorce rate vit 
that show will find a late evening or 
Sunday spot on WBBM. Known as 
“The Marriage Clinic.” it’s 
written and produced by Les Wein- 
rott, in cooperation with Superior 
Judge John A. Sbarbaro and Dr. 
Louis L. Mann 

Format follows a combination 
open forum and dramatic skit style 
with Judge Sbarbaro acting as mod- 
erator, and a panel headed by Dr. 
Mann. Scripts are based on actuai 
court cases. 


possibility 


been 


CLINE STAYS FOR 7TH 
Washington, Feb. 6. 
William R. Cline, station editor 
and asst. to the g.m. of WLS, Chi- 
cago, has been lent to the radio sec- 
tion of the Treasury War Finance 
Division for the coming 7th War 


Loan. 
Cline, now on indefinite leave of 
absence from WLS. also worked 


with the dent in the 6th camnaign 








here last | 


ee 
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Television Review 


BALABAN & KATZ TELEVISION 
With Stella White, Maurice Roddy 

a go Dean Moss, Hitous 

ray, a ehl, Gloria Vv 

a orla Van, Don 
Directors: Helen Carson, Fran Harr; 
ee — Stewart, Esther Ba’ 

ewski, eulah Zachary, ) . 

Rosenberg A) Tarilyn 
60 Mins.; Fri. (Jan. 26), 7:30 
Sustaining nase 
WBKB, Chicago 

Best 
“Bright 
dramatic 








thing on 
Star 


this program wa 
Shining,”. a 
ie 4 


half-hour 
sketch 


written and re 
2 and )- 
duced by Fran Harris Based ps a 
- Cc 
good idea, which could have been 


projected more completely if elabo. 
rated upon, play lost its effectiven, 


by being patterned to fit the studio's 
limited facilities At that Miss 
Harris is to be c mmended fo. dis- 


playing marked craft manship in un- 
folding her story, a simple plot con- 
cerning temptations that beset wives 
of soldiers overseas. She kept her 
cameras moving fairly smoothly 
with no waits, but more thought 
could have been made on scenic ef- 
fects and lighting for a better video 
picture. Camerawork was very light 
and hazy. As the wife who thought 
she was falling in love with another 
while her husband was overseas, 
Mary Dean Moss was adequate. Fair 
performances were turned in by 
other members of the cast. In a cafe 
scene, Gloria Van showed definite 
television possibilities, both from a 
pictorial standpoint and vocal 
ability. Morg. 


Akron—Bill Shipley, for three 
years with WDAF, Kansas City, has 
joined the announcing staff of 
WAKR here. 














Overseas for USO Since Jan 
’'43—Now in Germany 
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FRED LIGHTNER 


Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 



































Management 


LAWRENCE GOLDEN 


745 Fifth Avenue + New York 22, N.Y 
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ATTENTION 


If all you want when you hire a comedy writer 
isa de le guy with e pleasant dispositios 
and the limitless ability to oreate sook, orig- 
inal gag or situation material - thea you don't 
necessarily need to hire Ray Harvey. There are 
other writers with all of these qualifications. 
However when you come to wanting a comedy writer 
with: last core thet '« the seme as the title of 


hit - remeuber, THERE'S QML OME 
* a a 











TODAY'S MOST 
OUTSTANDING 


RADIO 
PERSONALITY 





newspaperman, has signed to! 





DUNNINGER 





SOLD 91,000 
| COPIES OF 








JACK KIRKWOOD 


ALLIAN 


The Jack Kirkwood Show 


MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, CBS, 7 P. M. EAST, 8 P. M. WEST 
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‘Good News Today’ Means 


Studio and Shows Have | 


To Hang Out SRO Signs 


Performers who have watched the |! 


ebb and flow of studio audiences to 
their during 
and have kept tabs of their Hooper 


shows the past year, 


and Crossley ratings during that time 


| will 


| toward 


recommended for the Bronze Star. 


as well, are convinced that the war 
news is definitely reflected in their | 
showin 

Good news in the war theatres for | 
the Allies, as during the past couple 
of weeks, has resulted in larger and 
more responsive studio audiences, 
which result, especially in comedy 
shows, in better all-around jobs by 
pei iormers, 

Nighttime show uch as “Dr. | 
Christian,” “Death Valley Sheriff,” 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” and many 
others, which, at their best, have 


some trouble filling playbouses from 
whence they originaie, are playing 
to standing room only now. 

Boff studio audiences are also be- 
ing garnered by daytimers, which 
depend upon housewives, visitors 
and kids to fill the studios during the 
past few weeks, an unheard of thing, 
except of audience-partici- 
pation programs, or which 
give away prizes to studio audiences. 


in cases 


stanzas 





Most recent case in point is the 
hold-out appeal of m.c. Don MeNeill, 
whose program on the Blue, “Break- 
fast Club,” airs at 10 weekday 
mornings. MeNeill, in N. Y. to ne- 
a new contract with the net- 
work, packed the studio each morn- | 


9 to 


gotiate 


ing to the point where it was neces- | 
sary to turn people away. Besides, | 
remainder of “Breakfast Club” cast | 
aired rom Chicago. vhere tanza } 
oO) lwics 

On other hand, when war news 
take turn for the worse, as oc- 
eurred during § late November-De- 
cember, radio-program goers stayed 
away from the studios in droves. and 
tickets to shows went begging 


CLAIMS OF RADIO MFG. 
CO. FALSE, SEZ FTC 


Feb. 


Commission 


Washington, 6. 

Federal 
filed a complaint against the 
wick Mfg. Corp. of 
facturer and assembler 


ceivel 


has 
War- | 


manu- 


rade 


Chicago, 
of radio re- 


on grounds of misrepre- 
sentation concerning the tube capac- 
ity, television equipment and prices 
of certain sets.” FTC alleges that 
the sets are not equipped for video 
and “would not receive and repro- 
duce picture signals in visual form.” 
In addition, it is claimed that the 
sets do not have the number of 
“active, fully - functioning” tubes 
claimed, but that some of the tubes 
are actually “ballast, non-function- 
ing or tuning beacon tubes or recti- 
fying tubes which do not perform 
any recognized, customary function 
in the detection, amplification and 
reception of radio signals.” 


SUN SHIP ADDS ANOTHER 
Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

The Sun Shipbuilding Co. of Ches- 
ter, Pa., one of the largest industrial 
users of radio has added anothei 
program to its heavy ‘Sciieduie. 

New show is “This Week in Phila- 
delphia,’ WFIL digest of news 
roundup. Part of show is recorded 
speeches of notables who visit here 
during preceding week. Rest is 
dramatized news events. Show is 
scripted by Ruth Foxx. Contract is 
for 26 weeks. 

Show is seventh on Sun's sched- 
ule, which is used for recruiting la- 
bor for the Chester yard. 





Washington.—D. C. local of AFRA 
has slated a “Radio Fund-Fest” for 
Feb. 17. Affair will be a dance at 
Statler with profits to go to veterans’ 
Emergency Fund. Ward Wilson and 
other radio personalities will pro- 
vide the show. 


—— 

















Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


LOST 


IN A FOG | 
Music by... | 
JIMMY McHUGH | 


Published by 
ROBBINS 





htt dediadid de ee “se 








-—_~—--——— 


| last 


Tall Corn Preem 


Des Moines, Feb. 6. 

Gene Emerald, singing emcee and 
former theatre and supper club 
entertainer, has been added to the 
staff of KRNT for a 90-minute 
aiternoon song and patter show. It 
be a dise jockeytype program 
with Emerald singing songs with 
guitar and organ. 

Program is one of the first steps 
by Phil Hoffman, station megr., 
more intimate radio pro- 
gramming on KRNT, and is a step 
toward attracting women listeners | 
whom he feels are tiring of daytime | 
serials. 

Emerald recently returned from a 
USO tour through the China-Burma- 
India area, Persian Gulf Command, 
Italy and North Africa and has been 





BEDSIDE ‘TIMEKEEPER’ 


Washington, Fx 6. 


b 


The early morning “Timekeeper” 
program of WRC, the NBC outlet 
here, has been originating for the 


past few days from a bed in Doctors 
Hospital here where Bill Herson, 
who handles the show, is recuperat- 
ing from an appendectomy. 








Detroit.—Earl Ninderman, infor-| 
mation director for the FCC, cur- 
rently is making a goodwill tour to} 
better acquaint himself with the na-| 
tion's stations. He was in Detroit 
week, leaving for Cleveland, 
the east next on his itinerary 





with 


| before returning to Washington. 


Tri-City Church Series 
To Run 78 Wks. on WGY 


Schenectady, Feb. 6. 

“Victorious Living,” new series of 
five-minute religious broadcasts 
made by the radio dept. of the In- 
ternational Council of Religious 
Education, is being presented 
WGY by three Protestant church 
councils. For the first time, the 
Federation of Churches in Albany 
and vicinity, the Schenectady County 


over 


{Council of Churches, and _ the 
Churcher of Troy are cooperating 
| in a radio promotion. The series, 


which will run 78 weeks, is spot 
in mid-morning Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday. 


ted 


Each broadcast dramatically pre- 
sents a life-situation true story in 
which the ministry has achieved a 
definite influence. An invitation to 


attend the church of one’s choice i 
extended listeners. Forty-two 
Protestant denominations are coop- 
erating with the International 
Council of Religious Education. 


to 


CAPT. MORRISON SHIFTED 
Schenectady, Feb. 6. 
Capt. Wilbur Morrison, former 
news broadcaster at WGY, who has 


been acting as lead and squadron 
bombardier on B-29 missions over 
Japan, sent word to friends at the 


station that he was being transferred 
to an instructor’s post. 
Morrison broke into 
WFFM, Plattsburg, and 
worked for WOKO, Albany. 


radio. at 
latei 


WJR Newscaster Stalls Suspected 
Nazi Morale Phoney Phone Campaign 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 
John WJR 
broke the story of how anonymous 


work 
war. 


on the rottenest device of the 


Denman, newscaster, . we 
Because the calls advising parents 


of deaths were too low for any prac- 


telephone calls were going to the) tical joker, and because the caller 
; parents of servicemen overseas and| seemed well-informed on the fami- 
has saved many a Michigan family | lies, the FBI begar showing inter- 


est in the likelihood of a Nazi sabo- 
ir at work. The fact that Denman 
and the advised 


from heartaches. 
The young newscaster, formerly a , 
those 


Navy lieutenant, who was given a ab weer tbe va@ fee 
| medical discharge, started his bat-| ccived such telephone messages to 
tling on the homefront against what | *: ll the authorities pro np y to trace 
may be a Nazi morale trick after a em seems to have ended the trick- 


ery in Detroit. 


mother who received one of the bru- 


tal messages called him. However, confirming the idea that 
Denman is on the 11 p.m. news- is engineered, an epidemic of 
east on the station and received e nilar heart-breaking calls to fam- 
‘ call from her a few minutes alte ! l Saginaw has broken out and 
she got the telephone message that unorities throughout the country 
her son had been killed in action. ve been advised to wateh for them. 
Scenting something fishy, since the ; 
War Dept. advises families of casual- INLAND MILLS ON KRNT 
| ties only by telegraph and never by Nie Died, Fob. 6 
poner ae See ae ee Inland Mills has signed a contract 
It disclosed that scores of other; With KRNT for a_ three-a-week 
Detroit families had received the) series with “Certainty Sue,” visiting 
| anonymous telephone calls—all had| housewives and giving cash awards 
the son or husband’s name and rank| to those with Certainty products on 
down pat—and a check-up with the| their shelves. Those not having 
War Dept. disclosed that they were} Certainty products in their homes 
| phoney. By this means the public} will receive orders for free pancake 
was advised that any messages which | flour. 
came via the telephone were to be| During the broadcast days names 


| disregarded and that someone -— a 
|! woman called the message 


of women receiving gifts and their 
grocers are mentioned. 


VaS ai 








“THE VOICE OF ST. LOUIS” speaks -in the 


service of humanity < 
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COLUMBIA OWNED 
50,000 watts 





PRIKING savagely, poliomyelitis claimed over 19.000 
victims in 1944, recorded the second worst epidemic 
of its kind in medical history. But the fight against this 
erim disease and the struggle to rebuild twisted limbs and 
bodies poes on. 

last month—in cooperation with the St. Louis Globe- 
for Infantile 
Paralysis—K MOX-again entered the nationwide Wile 0’ 


Dimes drive for the fifth consecutive year to raise funds 


Democrat and the National Foundation 


for the fight against poliomyelitis. 

The 15-day succession of broadcasts by KMOX drew 
almost three tons of small silver coins from a responsive 
public. Clubs, religious groups, fraternal organizations 
and almost every branch of the armed services helped. 
Public rallies were broadcast, celebrities made appeals, 
scarce goods were auctioned to highest contributors. 

Result: $86,094.48 already turned over to the 
Foundation’s St. Louis chapter, and more still coming in. 
98% the $14,400 KMOX 
helped to raise in St. Louis’ first Mile O’ Dimes drive back 


This year’s tally exceeds by 4 


in 1941. Year by year, the total has mounted steadily 
until—in the recent words of Basil O'Connor, president 
of the National Foundation—‘the Mile O’ Dimes cam- 
paign developed by KMOX has been so highly successful 
that we have adopted it as a model for the rest of our 
chapters throughout the nation? 
Speaking on behalf of suffering human- 
ity. urging public action, leading in the 
performance of vital community services 
—these are things that have helped win 
and maintain, throughout our 19 years of 
broadcasting, unqualified recognition for 


KMOX as “The Voice of St. Louis”. 


Seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeere 


_ . Repcasented by. Radio Sales, the SPOT broadcasting division of CBS 
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| Artie Shaw Tangles 


BMI Sets Self Up As ‘Protective 
Agency for Hotels; Ends Cuffio Music soit ese Si onus. texan 


theatre, N. Y., last week. The Jerry Wald 


; ,| leader has a habit of allowing his | 
Broadcast Mus a rig- . I’s. There are varied ; “isc *| Les Brown 
o t Music Ine., set up o ferent from BMI’s. é bend bor to belne bis clarinet dows 


> he ciety, ac- ; Leo Reisman‘ 
inally by radio owners during the| charges levied by t Soc ~~ |to the stage and installing it in the | 
|cording to the various types of mu- 


t bef . a Wi “a Count Basie 

1 »elore eac show, 1en Nel fr ar 
sical combinations a hotel! might |! y Guy Lombardo 
employ and the rooms in. whic! 


sought to do the same thing at the Eddie Rogers 
; ale Strand, the stagehands st > pe iy 
41, as a buffer between itself and|thev're situated ' ae Kagan opped him » Spivak 
ASCAP coin 


| Charlie 
figures its Operation is also a pro 


. Waldorf (550; $2) 
radio-American Society of Authors, | 
Composers and Publishers battle of 


|}and refused permission for the boy | 


to go into the pit A stagehand had/, Asterisks indicate a supporting flo 


‘ . to tote the clarinet that fai . ice shows. Lexington, Hawaiian floo 
eer igns Ga ] Shaw got so steamed over the sit 

uation after a dispute with a st: ) 
other music buyers. BMI last wee — — , — ha s 


hi ‘e hat he assertedl hreat- 
eeisiend o. Seder te swomnertivs Cuban Fed. of Authors ened rep tha 1e assertedly threa 


-d to pull his band out of the the 


1otel licensees of its o | e c On US. Performing <i o which the stagehands told hin 


toire Over the signature of Ha o ahead and do. He didn’t Buddy Franklin (Walnut Room, I 
h > g } l r : 
P. Somerville, brought in to head Ralp Peer, attending the re *avee braved rougl 


| oe 
t in Havana, sig te] ee 
the hotel division, the letter states FESAC meeting . , Nelsons puppets. 
a deal with the Cuban Feder: itio a ary. Bob Grant (Empi 
of Authors, by which his solid a month in ad 
Performing Rights +l er will rep- | garde and Grant 


demands, apparent 


tection against the Societ 


age , 
wd aay 


in part, “. . . we want to rende! America 
the same valuable services to the 
hotel industry that we render to 
broadcasters. We want. by the 
maintenance of honest competition, 
to be a permanent protection against 
injustices in the music field not only 
for hotels, but for all 
music 


sents 99% 
Peer’s deal is, he says, indefinite War Labor Board last wee 
with the provision that it be in ef | jected the first application by 4 Y. 
fect a minimum of five years It | local 802 of the American Federa 
Somerville’s letter also traces the} became active as of Feb. 1. Peer's| tion of Musicians and the Music 
reason for the formation of BMI,| arrangement was made with Ernesto Publishers Protective Assn., on be- 
pointing out that “in 1939 radio} Lecuona, who is credited witl being | half of arrangers, copyists, proof- | 
broadcasters also were faced by de-| responsible for gathering the various | ™@aders and pianists connected with 
mands of ASCAP, which they} Cuban music outfits under the CFA the music publishing industry. WLB 
viewed as unreasonable broad-| Peer previously had an _ individual rejected a plan, worked out by the 
casters, therefore, decided to bring | agreement with Institution of Cuba MPPA and 802, calling for a 5% 
competition into the music field.” Authors, which is now part of the 


of Cuban music Bill Snyder (Mayfair 


Snyder, 
Regan, got 2,800 again. 


Room, 


users Oi 


| Stanley broke all records here with 


increase for the current year over 
CFA. the salary of 1944, and a second 5% 
increase for next year (46). This 
was the basis of a new two-year 


i Zero Mostel and Dolores Grey, 
The missive also served notice on E. Lewis and Rose Marie. 
hotel users of music that, as of April American Society of Composers, | 
1, the fre 1S 1USiC Authors and ishers attended 
} : e use of BMI ar ernie ' , 7 Publis! bok ae pact between the MPPA and 802. 
1iotels would end. Attached is the| the convention, which began Jai In rejecting the bid, WLB assert 
rates. Somerville has devised aj16. John G, Paine, general man- : ey ab eat a 

s See ‘aad wre ing that a total raise of 5° above 
method to license the use of the out-| ager, and attorney Herman Finkle- | : 

: > , | ; : what the employees were draw- 
fits material calling for .1% of the| stein represented the Society. It’s oy we 
total annual p: ll dis sed by al assumed the rere angling for the |’ %2 1941 was all that was per- 

en sae thai + Ford Iran . ee ree “| missable. However, this condition 
hotel for music, up to the initial} same sort of arrangement. has the officials of both 802 and 
$40,000. On the next $20,000 BMI} Peer’s APRS now has representa- | MPPA perplexed, since the WLB 
asks an additional one-half of one} tion agreements with Cuba. Mexico, | had already, in 1943, granted a 10% 
— Everything above the first} and another in Brazil. Broadcast | boost over the salary of 1941. They 
two figures (or $60,000) an addi-} Music Inc. ‘has a deal with the Ar-| are currently contacting the 
tional one-quarter of one percent is} gentine Society, and ASCAP a Bra-| jo get a clearer ruling. Another 
required. N y ayments are} zili: . acti ; ‘ ‘ 
: ‘ : o advance Papen are | zilian connection along with Peer. | meeting to discuss terms and clear 
0 be made. Hotel men are on thei 


; ‘ 
up current snags is due. 
honor to compute, every three] : 


months beginning after the inlet BEN BLOOM TO COAST 


Frankie Masters (Latin Quarter; 
Bros. still packing ‘em with 7,500. 


M’ Farland Twins Resume 





out of the business for the past 
month or two, are resuming work 








maestroed at the Grumman 
Bethpage, L. 1, on 
commercial dates. Members of the 
Res outfit are workers at the plant; many 
Dave Broudy, long-time Pittsburgh | 8"¢ former members of name outfits. 
Seeraks: Se Oeaeues spent for music! Ben Bloom, professional manager | theatre conductor, and recently vi-| Twins begin work Saturday (10) 
and the cut due BMI. lof Advanced Musi¢, one of the| olinist with Stanley theatre pit band,| on a commercial date at an Army 
ASCAP’s approach to the hotel li-| Warner Bros. firms, leaves N. Y.) . 


; | joined Bernie Armstrong radio band! camp at Holyoke, Mass. Next day 
censing problem is altogether dif-| Sunday (11) for California. at KDKA, Pitt. they play Arena, Holyoke. 
ee 


merly 
airplane plant, 








75c-$1.50) ... 
New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).....e00.. 7 1,950 
.Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50) 


Lincoln (275; $1-$1.50) 
Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) 
Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50).. 
.Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)... 


or 


y 


tesent in this country the Must Bhs Hal McIntyre (Pani . wherman hotel: 950 
members of that organization . Boost e McIntyre, who opened Saturday (3), respons r 
claimed that the Federation repre 5,000 on tap for himself and Cab Calloway, ; 


Blackstone 
plus Carol Bruce, who moved out Thursday (1), followed by Phil 


With Stagelands Union P2CS at Hotel b. Q.’s 


Covers fot 
Weeks Past c aoe 
Played Week On Date 


covcee 16 1800 30,150 
15,025 

covccccee 8 2,700 21.675 
$eesecene 20 2,475 26,195 
jhaasae ae 1,900 11,025 
cececsecece 19 2,475 51,175 
Ccceccsces SO 975 2,550 
ery re 0 *1,100 1,100 


show. New 
show 


Yorl or. Biltmore, have 


Chicago 
3isma 


“a 


ck hotel: 465: $1 50-$2.50 n 
trong for Franklin, Talia and A 
louse 700: $3-$3.50 min.). Booked 
i the rafters this stanza for Hilde- 


$1.50-$2.50 min.). 
a goodly share of the 
who closed 


hotel; 465: 


esponsible fo 


$1.50-$2.50 min.). 


Ted Weems (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Weems 
and standard vaude acts, including Lalage, Jack Powell, and Low, Hite & 


7,000 


McFarland Twins, who have been | 


WLB They will use the band they for- | 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


«Chicago) 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). 
who opened Tuesday (30), 


Some 5,600 tabs split by 
replacing Joe 


Chuck Foster (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). Despite weather convensh 
brushoff and dimmed marquee, Foster 
700: $3-$3.50 min.). 


and show got usual 3,500. 
Masters and Ritz 





Seay Dunham Into 
New Yorker in May 


Dunham's orchestra goes 
into the New Yorker hotel, N. Y. 
with the new ice show being pre- 
pared to debut around the first week 
in May. Ice layout will be entirely 
reconstructed, with, it’s said, all new 
faces. 


Sonny 


Dunham follows Boyd Raeburn, 
who succeeds the current Jerry 
Wald in mid-March. Raeburn is in 
for six weeks. 











a 




















Two No. 1 Standards in the Month of January, 1945 


OFFICE OF RESEARGH: RADIO DIVISION, Dr. John @. Peatman, Director, New York Gity (Listening Volume) 


AND 


OFFICE OF RESEARGH: RADIO DIVISION, Dr. John ©. Peatman, Director, New York Gity (Listening Volume) 





2—I'LL SEE YOU IN MY DREAMS 
3—EMBRACEABLE YOU 
4—MELANCHOLY BABY 

S—BLUE SKIES 

6—ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE 
7—NIGHT AND DAY 

8—BRAZIL 

9—BEGIN THE BEGUINE 
10—STARDUST 


{_________ 


’M IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE---First Week 1945 


Radio’s All-Time Standard Song Favorite—Week Jan. 18, 1945 


ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE STREET 





Mgt.: M.6.A.—Under Contract 20th Century-Fox With HAROLD ADAMSON 
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MCA Said to Be Financially Involved |, Duie's “ti Concert Ma jestic Radio Reported to Have 


a concert at the Civie Opera House, 


In Negotiations for Mills Music Sale." 2.0. csc: Bought Eli Oberstein's Hit Record Co. 


; Oe ape | to follow his recent appearance at | 
Music oe of —s - = ot C lif. Pub. Ind | Carnegie Hall, N. Y., but was post- + Chicago, Feb. 6 
importantly figure in the omer o a u n icted On | poned. “4 ie Majestic Radio has bought out the 
$1, 500,000 — a oo k hy? Edc — | Alle ed ‘Sh k’ Ch STD | Kent V ice Goldman On entire interests of Eli Oberstein 
Cantor anc immy chugh for the} d onar arges 9 . n his Rat “es ae ay 
& £ | Pubs Contact Council in his Hit Record Ce., « rding to 


reliable sources contacted here, 


Mills Music catalog. Both McHugh Hollywood. Feb. 6 e , 
and Cantor are represented by MCA, Federal grand jury indicted is F | La k | } Dave Kent has eplaced Mack Oberstein was in this city In cone 
as artists, and when the possibility | Ruth P. Gibbons, owner of Isic Goldman on. the Council of the! nection with the deal over the past 

















Ae NT Pen nese ene gue. 














1 { Mills’ hol music ; 
f dea or MiSs lOlaIngs me : , . , sic P shers Contac : lovee : 
ae : , er publishing firm in Hollywood, on Music Pub ers Ut ct Employees | weekend, but is said to have since 
" lules Stell president f MC ; : . inion He was ted +} ly : . . : 
Ip, ®. , Mi A,| mail fraud charges. Bail was set at e sin as elected to the bor returned to N. Y. No one in the 
« tea to ! e t ins ‘ j ‘ ? | ee K ent 
IS i ‘ i e¢ $2 500 an i iter ( gy ¢ e€ g ii k Ke Majestic setup could be F ed for 
cia Defendant is charge +} ect as Ss serge ent 
A 4 ut to id ¢ tne PT ' i¢ ecte VI « 
> Ss is ney ¢ ‘ ‘ ( ( re, oO ] 0 ¢ Cc 
f 
. vs ” Wi f ore al ea | ig Une-¢ . ’ . ' ; ue , 
closet Sal ell . i ¥y SONnL\ S “ex noe ( ignite nre Rie « . h J . 
j \ ‘ tea ‘ on 1 . i f é l ; | 
revi is ‘ : sete sg , He } the ; $ for $34.85 eacl of tne country ave e¢ affected e ece l Ol ! Slie a reside ti ’ < 7 
' ‘ nd I t w ¢ ine ppe < tSé€ Trat Lic Inc., 
tic ‘ ‘ ) rT¢ ¢ D ( 4 e New York Ty < ect: ( r tude ' NJ 2 lew 
ever, that his work in the negotia- Decca Co. Charged Wit iteny. sieb snes of ae € He P “ 
tions completed Since Jack M S _ ; ouses ‘ West \ ‘ are: , , . j : , 
’ , "nt . nf aid 
left N. Y. for California only last Illegally Discing Crosby § ave been forced to drop band dates 3 1 yy I at 
ley (9) 2) “*hicag the . 
Friday (2), leaving Chicago eivnel These dates have been mport: t to BG S Plans to Re-Form ant. a ead . , tig 1] 
‘ - i ‘ : ? 
yesterday > | Tue ) or today there Is ‘Danny Boy’ in N. y. Suit bands on the lowe! eveils and to oO ave a considerabie produc- 
an indication that a deal has been more powerful bo. combos as jump-| Band Leaves Lead a oe 
arrangea and it remains for Jack Decca Records ‘harged with breakers ea ers Oberstein’s po a the result 
] re? bs e z j - ] ) ** } 
Mills to reach the coast for it to be) jegally plattering “Danny Boy,” in a Promotion one-nighters affected so Jit P te nd Ri id the dea lile uncont e ill 
21} <ione 1 ‘Onil »t ' ar it} 
finally gned in conjunction ' suit. filed blishe ey, | far are in Allentown, where Andy l ery, or - . AIGS ve that of general ma ‘ He 1 
: . ' Te DY pubdli el oosey 
his brother Ir neg Jack Mills ana Perr, bh: I ) le) f 4} f 1 ‘ | ‘ 
. . erry as een de ed use ¢ the Ac . whe a top ave ull co l ove e® oneration 
Buzzell apparently conferred " Hawkes-Belwin, Inc., last week (31)! 4 ‘ " : a : . 
+ ‘ ; a — ‘ , y { , , A Armory he largest bullding there eorga ec yan p ‘ ent {f the f vhicl arket secs 
eaels ( ! Act mm SeeKS = ‘ a ( | ’ 
( ( p< é r r , N . 1 
( ) ( etio ; ves P al si c T > ( ere lax } el ‘ \ e et P p ‘ , Hit 
“a of pre =< . ( emé B ( ‘ f 
I ele vet t ‘ cA : r 
ulal ! ! nusie circ] ‘ Aecording to the complatnt. Decc: Bo : : . . ; ‘ . 
‘ Ol in) Us] "ircies the past ‘ allroon Pe} had San \ | 1 , ’ 4 el; 
week. since the negotiations for the without the knowledge or consent of ) ; ( D eet} Ol (70% Pr 
. PUMEONS S00 ei the plaintiff. infringed on Danny ham scheduled for this Saturday pearing, it’s claime ! e tit Completed de € 
= " were revealed. it is sai Boy,” causing an arrangement to be (10) and was forced to cancel band rooms, bending an attentive ear effective March 1] 
that « nsiderabl num r of ti ° é ' : ‘ ‘ ‘. ; s ‘ 
' sees Ol amber © made and recorded by Bing Crosby Rules covering ballroom promote! to performances. Some maestros who 
- 2 . I . Although Decec: the plaint ft operating only one day a week or can't afford salarie é might pay Repc rt of a deal between E} 
val A the { n] if fainiti : 
mic " © nex Couple OF charges as otified in 1943 of the | 59, ° s them from ‘ haunts. In| aren't happy about it all Oberstein and Vi 1 re the 
years Nat this may be ct Du re , : the nt ti ec +t} , i< _ f ( 
in 4 ry , alleged infringement and royalties ie event ie bu r ey ] } Thev have only ‘one onsolatie ormer’s Hit Record O ave been 
0 ne making Ol 1 aeal I I are , nas 5) wh i] ih a} ‘On . 1 , . | n ‘ 
: < < er ere demanded. the manufacturer | °? 4 lightly schedule, they can con- Goodman apparent asn't vet made ymored around \ Y eeks 
mE ‘ 4 { \ ose nat . 4 1c. ’ a 4iy 9 + : 1 r ] 
satis - ene SVE aS Se continued issuing the records. Song 1U¢ 1 Operatlior up his mind on whether he will con- Oberstein could not be eachet n 
wire 1 \ ’ } . 7 . { | ‘ } } ve , Tt 
( ( o are ope ( penned by the late Fred Weath Comparatively few dates have nue in operation beyond his forth- N . for comment at ire time 
5! = : alba OL Un erly al copyrighted in 1913; renewal been cancelled 01 nissed the past| coming Paramount N Y theatre yesterday (Tuesday ) 
‘ Whe | ‘ is obt: ed bv the ate couple of wee} due to ice and OW | date. due to start late M Why 
the rights to M | ‘ oot point ( poser’s do Miriay Weat! bloch f transportatio? facilities ficure if B. G. is ors ) f< Xavier Cugat P ( as 
VIC A nas 1O Y peel known oO e! and reassigned to the plait ; fT There were occasior al mishaps } if ] e rut al ; e P hy j ; rights 7 H ” 
(Cont ed 1) 1 ’ . 
Ce ( 8) Dave 43 n 194] one of at mportant lature be ne tant about ( ! Viexical pop song _ 
= 
—_ 
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RUM ano COCATDLA 


Lyric by MOREY AMSTERDAM—Music by JERI SULLAVAN and PAUL BARON 
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Words and Music by MACK DAVID JOAN WHITNEY ALEX KRAMER 


. 


from the M-G-M éet “Thrill Of 4 Romance 


a? PLEASE DONT SAY NO Ei 


Lyric by RALPH FREED Music by SAMMY FAIN 


othd — HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
CO LMC. 1619 Broadway, New York,19 GEORGE DALIN, Prof. Mer. 
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‘1 | Band Which Glenn Miller | Music Pubs Beefing .e 
BM . New Bid Piloted Going to Italy Strongly on Inability Inside Stufi—Orchestras—Music 


Air Force band formerly led by | Variety Music «Arthur Freed’s company) has “fowa "by Major Mered 
or en Major Glenn Miller moves into Italy To Secure New Discs. Willson, on the shelf awaiting release of Bing Crosby’ s Decca wanda = 
soon after completing a series of ap- }the tune. He made it some six months ago but has yet to be ae 
pearances in France. How soon the and the Metro producer, who also has a music pub biz on the side. y eted 
outfit moves to the freed portion of both to ride coincidentally. Meantime, the tune has been getting + ae 


Italy is. of course. undetermined. sistent plug with the GI radio shows which Willson maestros. out ef 
Outfit is now being led by Set. Ray Hollywood, for oyerseas consumption. It's one of the few Iowa state aa 
\ j gs 





Increasing agitation and impati-!| 
ence jis popping seams among the 
major music publishers over the re- 
cording situation. It’s claimed by} 
those pubs who are yelping loudest 


Broadcast Music, Inc.. which has 
never stopped offering enticing deals 
te men connected with publishing 
firms affiliated with the American 





McK inlev 2 : in existence; in fact, was specially written as j 
Seciety of Authors. Composers and . f and they're in the majority that I i i 4 . Ay oP af view: Peel va boys from 
Bill Conway, former member of , ; owa when it was discovered there was no w.k. tune hono 
Publishers. is said to be again mak- ‘. , hey are as bad off today as far as B 4 - ring that State. 
the Modernaires quartet. with Mi ; at ot vy coincidence, maestro Major Willson, while longtime domi iled 
ing substantial offers According to ‘ae ' he recording of new songs is con Nctled In Holly- 
ers band pre-wal as rejoined the : wood as conductor of the Maxwell House radio pro } : 
reliable sources the radio . “ned as they were during the re- : . I gram fore Zoing 
a muitAt in uniforn Hes now a mem : » into the service, is from Mason City a 
periormance so >t } ie i ra al I ‘vy St i o xe! ' 
ce society has deals in the) per of the Crew Chiefs. as the voc: be * 5s ‘ 
works neo . 4 S< AP ner that 5 ‘ ; ors unes ide 
if closed v1 entail a substa Li} re ) } * t ni K To a certai extent its ad tle l ng Don Fence Me In as one of two. sor 2s » 2e lar 
s < had pre ‘ S| ere action 1 el , : 1 000.000 opies of hee nS Ce g"« la wrint , . 
amount of ev for the po Ose 4 DV e more le *I-headed pub " vps dies ec since 1929 Variety 4 e > ed 
vv A vitti . » a , . 
backing | g | Ses tne ecording ompanie are 0 Paper Doll J nese of 1943-'44 According to FE. B. Ma ¢ ; = 
I the at silane BMI = moletel at fault fo the he ine Dol sold just under 1.300.000 copies whic . 
>] é ; lity " j ‘ ) the moder bes sellers 
never stoppe 1 g hea : " N It Th M aD ) Oo ak and market new 
napalm gaNecnsa Peni ow Its ‘The Man eee ee eee, ee 
seme = - : tien ‘ ie Ads in N.Y ail a De yet eek wottleneck g productior Columbia LvVri t Leo Robi getting $20.000 fo his “Time Placs G at W B 
at othe tin deals entailing the ‘ralding the openin of Charl Spi- for example . eleasing only one vi { music DY Arthy scnwal Latte has a special dea at 
: S ’ ’ L } } ‘ : ad 
partne ship of music met and band aks orchestra at the Commodore WoO GIs veekKly which leaves little is a prodaucel plus one film score a veal! 
leaders Guarantees a higt 45 hotel. N. Y Friday (2). drew con roon for the heavy list of “plug 
$100.000 yearly have bee dangled siderable comment among orchestra S0M8s seeking disc performance to Vj P R R 
befere such contact men and weten. | =e | music people Starting wit help get them launched On the ictor acts oy ogers AFM Orders Paxton 
sional , ae So far. the ai Frank Sinatra, who was labeled “The Other hand, its pointed out, there i Holly od. Feb. 6 
— = No Tal, (he major- . om , : C rwooda, 
} e] . Voice, others have been handed . Decca and Victo Beef on the for- . 
ty ave been turned dow: hnirac an 
simila cognomens e Harr. ner is tha ost of its production is RCA-Victor inked Roy Rogers to ges n 
Tames The Horn etc eing centered on Bing Crosby and . 
Jam mn t } Ing exclusive recording contract 
Al Trace o @sitta opens at Aqua In the ads, Spivak is labeled The the Andrews Sisters and Crosby, of inco n otel, *9 we 
riur Asta ! N. Y.. next Mo Mat Wha ax er aes Oo e, devotes a maiority of his ef Cowboy singer-actor leaves the 
dav (12 . American Federation of Musi 
. Trumpe ‘Continued on page 44) Decca label after a three-year pact 
re . has ordered three change 
I i bet el ( | 
) estra il I oO 
Pe SRS ae RE Aa ORT : moe : opens N. Y., before okaying the leader's 
sent we agreement there. Paxton’s operating 
? ses 4 ost and the salarv he is ‘elting 


the hotel, apparently di t jibe 


for voting "HOLIDAY ‘FOR STRINGS" f= (50 the union ordered that Paxton 


sig? an affidavit that he vould 
the musical composition of 1944. ile ay Ri paligecges moter 


his band from a traveling outfit to 
an all-802 organization, thereby sav- 


ing the tax (10%) which must be 
iid by traveling bands on engage 
ment outside then ow! locals 
irisdiction, In addition, the leader 


is cutting two musicians from his 
payroll, to further bring the latte: 
into line 

Due to play the Paramount theatre 
N. Y* Paxton’s orchestra may shift 
to another Broadway house, its 
claimed. Spot he was supposed to 
fill has been taken by Benny Good- 
man who is re-forming his or- 
hestra. Par wants Paxton -for late 
in May, but at that time it will 
interfere with a run at the Penn- 


svlvania hotel, N. Y. 


George Wells orch into Don Metz’ 
Club Casino, Pittsburgh, Yeplacing 
Whitey Scharbo outfit. which dis- 
banded. Scharbo, trumpet player, 
rejoined Villa Madrid band unde! 
Mark Lane 














CHARLIE TOBIAS and 
CARMEN LOMBARDO'S 


Smash Novelty Waltz 


OH! MOYTLE 


And here's our candidate forthe sini 
musical composition of 1945 } TOBIAS and LEWSS 


David Rose’s “OUR WALTZ’ 1250 Sixth Ave., New Yor 


New York 
BREGMAN, VOCCO and CONN, Inc., 1619 Broadway, New York, N. Y. LL TOP TUNE 











This TOP TUNE 


AFTER AWHILE 


I Drosdway - 
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YOU WILL TAKE THIS LOVE SONG INTO YOUR HEART 


TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS 


Lyrics by MITCHELL PARISH—Music by FRED MARKUSH 


MILLS MUSIC INC., 1619 Broadway, New York 19 


JACK MILLS, Pres. : . BOB LEE, Prof. Mgr. 
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NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 
week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Jan, 29-Feb. 4, from 5 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. List represents the first approximately 25 leadérs in alphabetical 


order ‘in some cases there are ties, accounting for a longer list). 


The 


compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 


sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the 


music publishing industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
Accentuate the Positive—“Here Come the Waves”... ...... Morris 
OP EG eee ee CoN Saws Ga ranked aryre oe kk Starlight 
A Little On the Lonely Side................ Advanced 
Always—*“Christmas NN ag as ek ae vfs Berlin 
OE EP PE EL Oe EL Te eee Bourne 
Don’t Ever Change eh nee tle. waced cee ala waa ss wae .Morris 
Don’t Fence Me In—**‘ ‘Holly CO kk vice cmrs Keane Harms 
Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye—*'‘Seven Lively Arts” Chappell 
Fuzzy Wuzzy ica Drake 
® Didn't Know About YOu .....cccccvcces , Robbins 
I Dream of You ae ee eee Embassy 
I Should Care—*“Thrill of a Romance” ..Dorsey 
I’m Beginning to See the Light ang — Se. 

More and More—*“Can't Help Singing” ....T. B. Harms 
My Dreams Are Getting Better .... raees ee 

My Heart Sings—?*“Anchors Aw eigh” Rae .. Leeds 
Saturday Night Is the Loneliest Night .............. .Barton 
Sleighride In July—*“Belle of the Yukon”............... Burke 
Sweet Dreams Sweetheart—?“Hollywood Canteen”, .-...- Remick 


There Goes That Song Again—7“Carolina Blues”......... 
Ziegfeld Follies” ........ 
“Going My Way” 


This Heart of Mine—** 
Too Ra Loo Ra Loo Ra 
Twilight Time 





¢t Filmusicat. * Legit musical. 


Shapiro 
Triangle 
Ma Burke 
A ree C-P 





St. L. City Pops Ask For 
106 for Park Concerts| 


St. Louis, Feb. 6. 
Hizzoner Aloys P. Kaufmann will 
ask the Board of Estimate of which 
he is one of the three members, to 
earmark $10,000 for cuffo park con- 
certs during the coming summer. 
Last vear the Mayor obtained $7,000 


purpose and 23 con- 
an estimated 70,000 


for the same 
certs attracted 
music lovers. 

Until Kaufmann 
music the city had been without 
such entertainment for about 10 
years. The present plans call for 33 
concerts. AFM, Local No. i is agi- 
tating for a continuation of them 
this year, of course. 


sponsored cuffo 











| MCA-Nills 


Continued from page 41 











favor a music publishing connection. 
In the past there has been occa- 
sional mention of possible music 
deals involving that agency. 
has materialized, at least as far as 
is known. How much coin Stein 
might have committed himself for to 
help bind the sale of the catalog, 
is unknown. 

Subsequent to the Cantor-McHugh 
talks with Mills, there was a report 
last week that George Weiner, head 
of Grand and Wemar Music, who is 
backed by an individual with a high 
stack of chips, had made an offer of 
$1,200,000 for the property. A certi- 


fied check for $50,000 was proferred | 
it’s said. 


to bind deal, 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Feb. 3) 
Don’t Fence Me In.......Harms 
Accentuate Positive .....Morris 
Rum and Coca-Cola.. .Feist 
Dreams Getting Better...Santly 
I Dream of You........ Embassy 
Sweet Dreams .......... Remick 
Little On Lonely Side..Advanced 
There Goes That Song. .Shapiro 
I'm Making Believe........ BVC 
Into Each Life Some Rain. .Sun 











Basie Mulls Overseas 
Trek for USO in Summer; | 
Try to Clear McIntyre 


Count 
set by 
for an 
Basie 


tion 


Basie’s orchestra is being 
USO-Camp Shows, Ine 
overseas trip, claimed 

would like to go in any direc- | 
from N. Y. sometime in the | 
summer followi:_g his scheduled date 
at the Roxy theatre, N. Y. It’s now 


it’s 


Hal McIntyre orchestra is due for 
an overseas trip, if the difficulties 





None | 


that have prevented all other full- 
size bands from going can -be ironed | 
out in his case. He will go sometime 
in the spring. If the trip material- 
izes, his will be the first big band to | 
make such a trip. 


C.W.0. Milt Pickman Given 
Army’s Legion of Merit 


Milton Pickman, former personal | 
manager of Larry Clinton and Ted 
Lewis, was awarded the Legion of | 
Merit by the War Dept. last week. 
Citation, the highest non-combatants 
can receive, was for Pickman’s 
| preparation and writing of a techni- 


being discussed with USO officials. | 








cal book standardizing Army regu- | 
{lations and orders. He has not yet| 
|received the medal that goes with 


the award. 

Pickman has been in service 
and a half years. He went in as a| 
| private, and is now a Chief War- 
|rant Officer, stationed at Hampton | 
Roads, Newport News, Va. where 
| he’s assistant to Chief of Staff. 


two 





| band did 


Jack Perrin is opening pie gp heat 


light Music companies. 


|cense of 
copyright, 


Infringement Suits Hit 
N.Y. Club by Big Three 


Leo Feist, Inc., and Robb-ns Musie 
Corp., filed suit last week (1) against 


New 51 Club, Inc., located at 51 
West 52nd street, for alleged in- 
fringement of two of their copy- 


righted songs, in N .Y. federal court. 
Publishers seek an injunction and 
damages of not less than $250 each 
for public performance without li- 
“Linger Awhile,” a Feist 
and “Deep Purple,” ow 
by Robbins. 
Defendants, it 
the rg lo ve 
ast 
at the el 
license DY 


ned 


is alleged, per 
rendered on Decem- 
other 


‘mission Ol 


ana various mes 


ub, without pe) 
the stitial owners, 


FREIGHT BAN SNAFUS 


ALL DISC SHIPMENTS °" 


Major recording companies; al- 


mied in the marketing of 
the lack of 


have found it impossible during 


ready sty 
recordings by manpowe 


the 


past week or so to ship discs due to} 
the tightening of the freight situa- 
tion. During the past few days, of | 
course, with the ban on the handling 
of civilian freight, no platiers at all 
nave gone out, 


Even prior to the complete black- | 
out of civilian material, only a com- 
| parative trickle of new platters have 
managed to get through to dealers. 


a 


Louis Prima’s Repeat 
At Terrace Room, Nwk. 


weeks 


Louis Prima, who only two 
Frank 


Newark, 


ago completed a long run at 


Dailey’s Terrace’ Room. 


N. J., goes back there Feb. 20 for an- 


New date 
week 
while, Prima is playing theatres. 
Prima’s quick return to the Ter- 
race Room is based on 
there. He topped 


four weeks. 
decided on 


other 


until last Mean- 


every 


‘mitted | 


*| have 


wasn't | 


business his | 


New Disc Pacts 


Due to Cue Many 
Maestro-Co. Tiffs 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
| Recent powwows between top 
| level bandleaders and_ recording 
| company executives, over the writ- 
ing of new contracts, indicates some 
fancy battles between the two fac- 
| tions when additional current pacts 
| expire. Educated by the exigencies 
|of wartime operation, leaders are 


ng smartened up. 
contracts made |} 
ninimum number of sides re- 
year, which at that time 
Howeve the war's effect 
has proved that a guar- 
Ss. without 


|} Pre-war provision 
for a 
coraqeq per 
okay. 
on production 
anteed amount of recording 
equal contractual provision - num- 
bers of releases annually or circula- 
| tion, means nothing. Bey ort 
had it proven to them, for ex- 
ample, that cutting sides doesn't 
mean they'll the licht of retail 
| counters and 9in mac! 


} 
see 
lines. 
In the 
leaders 


recent cases Cii 
the involved made ul 
demands, few of which the co 
involved could grant Such 
minimum amount of re- 
|leases and guarantees of production 
jinto the millions of dises for one 
| artist just cannot be granted by any 
company at the moment. Too many 
things can happen to interfere. Pro- 
duction problems ‘mostly man- 
power) are too much in evidence 
| and what can be secured must be 
used to satisfy all artists. 

Once the war is over and every- 
j} thing returns to normal, say dise 
execs, they might possibly accede 

leader demands on releases and 
Gentle mene But, then, it won't be 
needed since any company in hormal 
times produces as much of any in- 
dividual dise as sales demand. 


panies 


i th ngs aS a 


| 
cisieoldesiieisicals 
| 
| 
| 


Janey Knight, singer, formerly 


| with Joey Sims’ band, is with newly- 


other maestro at the Terrace b.o.| organized Del Lucas band out of 

offices soon for Lincoln and Star-| since its opening two years ago, with | Pittsburgh. Lucas used to be with 
' the exception of Tommy Dorsey. 'Ted Fio Rito. 

= — —" 












































4 
PRM. FS BIee Nee e-em 





_ at 


CRCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 7, 1943 





Waring-Grombach 
Decish Effect On | 
Pubs Clarified 


Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
last week dispatched to its member- 
ship letters of explanation designed 








to clarify the significance of the re- 
cent Fred Waring-Grombach Pro 
ductions case decision, in so far as it 
affects music publishers Decision 
in that case concluded that anyone 
advancing an idea of any kind must 
be protected by contract to collect 
ii ine event someone eise late 
profits from a project based On a 
similar theme N. Y. Circuit Court 
of Appeals. which reversed an orig- 
inal decision in Grombach’s favor. 
in effect. decided that “a contract 
cannot be implied in law in con- 


nection with an idea.” 

In addition to the significance in 
so far as plagiarism charges by ama- | 
teur sOngwriters is concerned, there 
is anothei point cited the 
MPPA’s letters. It’s implied the 
letter that songwriters who demon- 
strate a publi 
and it’s not accepted for publication 
cannot hope to star{ and win civil 
action later, in the event the pub- 
lisher to whom the song was dem- 
onstrated subsequently markets a 
tune similarly constructed in theme 
That is, of course, if the writers can- | 
not produce definite proof of con- 
tractual obligations by the pub, or 
conclusive proof their idea was ap- 
propriated 


by 


in 


new song tor a her, 





Upbeat—Music Notes | British Best Sheet Sellers 





Kitty Kelly introduced her own (Week Ending Jan. 18, °45) 
composition, — Began Last London. Jan. 18. 
Night” at the Mollywood Canteen. If Ge to Ireland..... Cinephonic 

ot Happiest New Year........ Gay 

Bobby Worth’s new tune, “Pal- rll Walk Alone ... Chappell 
ladium,” was introduced at the Hol- Chocolate Soldier U.S.A...Dash 
lywood dancery of that name by Don Dance With Dolly...... Connelly 
: Trolley Song...... ... Sun 


Swann’s orchestra tena 
; Time Waits No One... .Feldman 











, Swinging on Star...... Chappell 

Al Donahue and musicrew f@-| Tico Tico ........,.Latin-Amer. 

newed at the Aragen Ballroom,| hat’s Irish Lullaby Feldman 
Ocean Park, Cal eee 
ane ee a ee 

Paul Martin and band remain at Savitt Rejected by Army 
the Trianon, San Diego, fillit spot Re a 7 a . 
previousl pensar Hal Gray- Again; 1 Days on Gov. Is. 
son Jan Savitt was handed a second 
4-F rating by selective service exam 
Gabriel Ruiz, Mexican composer, | €"S yesterday (Tues.). Maestro was 
ved in Hollywood to write back- held four days at Governors Island 
ceaiitadl mnie Ge Salona” oh Tani N. Y., during which he was given a 
nashhin. thorough examination, culminating 

a" in his rejection 

Ike Rebinsen and Four Chocolate Savitt’s musicians have been stand- 


ing by awaiting the outcome of his 


Drops, opened an indefinite engage- ; 
aie = ~~} test. Due to the latter, no immedi- 


ment at Hollywood Show Bar, Pitts. 


the band. Its next 
Spade Cooley and musicrew signed|is tentatively set for the Palace 
for a musical short at Warners. hotel, Frisco; opening March 6 


Emile Petti and band renewed for 


AULD PREPS NEW ORCH 





ate bookings had been arranged for | 
scheduled date | 











10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines — 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of edie 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in peren. 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listin : 
and respective publishers.) ——— 


jukebores 


1. Rum and Coca-Cola (4) (Feist).. 
2. Don’t Fence Me In (12) (Harms) 


Andrews Sisters ..,,. .Decca 
Crosby-Andrews .... --Decca 
Bing Crosby 


3. Accentuate Positive (4) (Morris).....605 ocose DOte 
Johnny Mercer .,... Capitol 
Tommy Dorsey lic 

4. I Dream of You (5) (Embassy)..... eres J 3 tine dieabigtes — 
J. Dorsey .Decc a 

5. There Goes That Song (8) (Shapiro).. { Russ Morgan Decca 


** ) Sammy Kaye Tr 


6. I'm Making Believe (7) (BVC)...... Ink Spots.............Decca 
: ; Harr s 

7. 'm Beginning to See Light (2) (Grand). te th ager vo of —— 

“ A i _ ctor 

8. Into Each Life Some Rain (8) (Sun) Inkspots—Fitzgerald ..Decca 


Saturday Night Is Loneliest (1) (Barton) 
10. Sleighride In July (1) (Burke) 


Frank Sinatra 
Tommy Dorsey 


. Columbia 





| Sgt. Harry Maguire, AAF, sold 
| two songs, “Dear, Dear Captain” and 
| “We Bathe on Saturday Night, We 
Do,” to John Considine for use 
“Seven Letters to Boys Town.” 


a 


Pubs’ Disc Beef 


Continued from page 42 


in 


forts to songs from his own pictures, 


four weeks at the Town House Gar- which are all published by Morris} . 
den Room, Los Angeles. Georgia Auld began rehearsals} Music through his tieup  there.| * 
denies with a new band Monday (5). Hel! Andrews trio, too, doesn’t allow TOP HIT OF YESTERDAY 
Pee Wee King and the Golden} 89¢S through practice paces for al much room for plug songs and as a Se ‘ 
West Cowboys lined up for musical] Week or so, then picks up one- sesult the situation at that outfit is 
chores in “Flaming Frontier’ at| Mighter and theatre dates in Canada| difficult as to quantity production. G6 R t A T P + P U t A R 
Monogram. and this — He's booked about Victor, at which mbdst pubs are STANDARD TO DAY 
— . a month ahead. burned due to its policy of refusing 
Ralph Blane writing a new vocal Sometime during this week, the] information on songs disced, by 
arrangement of an old song, orchestra, as new as it will be will whom, release dates, etc., also comes 


“Honey.” 
Beliboy”’ 


for “Her Highness and the} Make recordings for the new Guild 
at Metro. Record Co. 


~ 
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presents ... Mills 
Mits, Tried and True. 
are Sweet and Not 
aad Alse Blue. 


4018 SR OAOWAY, MEW YORK 1® & ¥ 











24 THR MILLS MISIC 
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j Ain’t Misbehavin’ 

| Between The Devil And The Deep Blue Sea 
Dear Old Southland 

For Me And My Gal 

How Come You Do Me Like You Do 


P’'m Getting Sentimental Over You ' 





“g Diga Diga Doo 

= Stormy Weather 

ae When It’s Sleepy Time Down South 
a 


Stars Fel On Alabama 
Star Dust ; 
When You're Smiling 








- 
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Columbia Records 


HARRY JAMES 
FRANK SINATRA 


—_—$<—<—<—<—<—_$_>——— 

















PP HT © POS LOMO POP ON se Re 


LOVER HAS GONE 








They're Making Records of the Song That’s Breaking Records! 


in for scathing comment. In that 
compan}"'s case, the talk is mostly 
against the songs recorded. One ma- 
jor pub is said to be considerably in- 
censed over Victor’s refusal to cut} 
a song that has been on the best 
seller lists for a month. He denies 
the situation, however, saying the 
song will be recorded by that firm 
It hasn’t so far, however. 

.Pubs’ squawks are in many of the| 
above cases justified. There are nu- 
merous songs that have shown strong 
public reaction that have not been 
put on wax. But the recording com- 
panies can hardly be censured from 
one end to the other of the situation. 


For new artist copies and ar- 


There is a limit to what they can] rangements contact Standard 
use, disc execs say, and under the ‘ ; e 
circumstances some likely looking Exploitation netccees pe 
tunes must be passed up. In answer Big 3, PHIL KORNHE 7 Man- 
to this, the beefing pubs point to| ger, 1619 Broadway, N.Y. 19 


songs owned by bandleader-owned 
musie firms, some of which have 
been recorded from manuscript with 
hardly any assurance of strong sales. 


Circle 6-2939 

















MUSICIANS—SINGERS 


Delight yourself and your audience 
with 


“SOLDIER GIRL” 


35 Cents Per Copy 


Address: Harry Silbaugh, Box 431 
Uniontown, Penna. 


Fred Waring will broadcast the 
first performance of “Lincoin Song,” 
written by Mrs. Meyer Davis, wife 
of theatrical producer, and Robert 
Abrahams, Philly attorney-poet, on 
his broadcast Thurs. (8). 



































betta Ketoris 
GUY LOMBARDO 


and Hix 
Royal Canadiaas 




















Werds and Music by £. A. SWAN 


A Revival to Remember 


Published by REMICK MUSIC CORP, 


MORE TO COME! 






































MUSIC PUBLISHERS HOLDING CORP., RCA Building, Rockefeller Center, New York 20, N. Y.  MOSE GUMBLE, Director of Exploitation 
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ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE 





“A TORCH AFFAIR WITH TWO BUTTS TIPPING OFF A TWO-TIMING LOVE AFFAIR"—'Variety' 


STORY OF TWO CIGARETTES 








MUSIC, Inc., Larry Taylor, Gen. Mgr., 501 Madison 


. 
~ 


Ave., New York 22,8. Y. PLaza 3-8112 


 aeieieneiames 


il 











*’ 








Jion- 
agec 
mer 
East 
rele 
age. 


on F 
day 
and 
potl 


Pie 
(3), 
the 
pre: 
the 
the 
alte 
wel 





gir 
bee 


) 


li 


d 
li 


wrewvpviose 


t 
} 
an a a a ao 


Zt: 


cm eet ao ot te OelUmelC lO el 


———— ee Te ee 











p\ds” 
; 





| 


_——E7~ 








eS mete “are pay 


Wednesday, February 7, 1945 . 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


43 





Atlantic City Steel, 
WPB Repair OK, 


Atlantic City’s Steel Pier and Mil-+ 
Jion-Dollar Pier, both heavily dam- 
aged, by the hurricane of last sum- 
mer, will be ready for operation by 
faster. War Production Board has 
released material to repair the dam- 
age. 

Both spots will open for weekends 
on Palm Sunday and will start seven- 
day operation Memorial Day. Names 
and top-band policies will prevail in | 
poth spots 


Decision on the Million-Dollar 
Pier was not made until Saturday 
(3), when George Hamid, operator of 


the pier, met with Clarence Crossan, 
president of the realty firm owning 
the property, and decided to spend 
the $75,000 necessary to proceed with 
alterations. Three repair contracts 
were let this week. 

Alterations on the Steel Pier have 
already started. Storm damage has 
been estimated at $300,000. 


Stocco Takes Over 
Ciros in London’ 


London, Jan. 18. 


After protracted negotiations, 
Fausto Stocco, director of Anglo- 
American Artists and partner of Abe 
Aronsohn, has finally closed deal 
with Rubin Bros. to take over Ciro’s 
Club, with Stocco put in full charge 
as condition of contract. 

Contract also gives Stocco right to 
acquire any other West End spots he 
may wish. 

Many staff changes are contemplat- 
ed, with policy to be similar to the 
one operated by Stocco at Cafe de 








Paris But understood Don Marino 
Barreto Cuban orchestra, now a 
feature at Ciro’s, will be retained, 


with Gino Arbib, director of Anglo- 
American Artists, to be in charge of 
entertainments. 

Barnett Wolfe, owner of Cafe de 
Paris, who sometime ago granted 
new lease of Cafe de Paris to Stocco, 
remains cirector of newly formed 
company, of which Mecca cafes are 
also directors. 


AGVA Lifts Suspension 
Of Bobby (Uke) Henshaw 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
lifted suspension of Bobby (Uke) 
Henshaw last week after the come- 
dian signed a promisory note to 
liquidate outstanding salary claims 
On a unit which he produced some 
months ago. 

At time of folding and failure to 
pay off, Henshaw claimed his back- 
ers had run out on him but’ AGVA 
held hjm responsible for the money 
due. After his inability to get together 
with his financers to lift outstanding 
elaims, he had been suspended by 
the talent union and had not been 
able to work. Lifting of suspension 
now permits him to resume work 


1° * eer 
Hris--salos-.O 





al ba) 


ad 
Vil arora 


weekly basis. 





Doubling Zanzibar, N. Y., 
Show to Roxy Didn’t Hurt 


Doubling of the Zanzibar, N. Y., 
nitery show into the around-the- 
corner Roxy theatre hasn't hurt 
business at the night club, according 
to the spot’s management. Full re- 
sults haven't been determined be- 
cause of the boite biz slack all over 
town, but seasonal drop, according 
to spokesman for the club, hasn't 
been any sharper than usual nor any 
less than that suffered by other ma- 
jor clubs. 


Trade was especially eager to hear 
of results of the doubling because of 
the Zanzibar’s huge investment in 
eso CUifedt ill, Talent layout with 
Bill] Robinsor, Louis Jordan’s orch, 
Maurice Rocco, Peters Sisters, 
Nicholas Bros. and other -runs 
around $15,000 weekly, and was 
consequently regarded as a precari- 
us proposition, since the cafe usu- 
ally catches some of the Roxy’s after- 
the-show business. 





Alan Jones eon Tour 
Alan Jones has signed to a vaude 
tour starting February 22 at the 
RKO, Boston and continuing with 
Cleveland, Columbus, Chicago and 


Million $ Piers Get 
Ready for Easter 





Nemes wee 





San Francisco. 


Pitt’s Duffy's Tavern 
Preems Despite AFM Snag 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 
Downtown Pittsburgh has a 
Duffy’s Tavern, too, and. not a Hiber- 
nian connected with it either. New 
spot opened last week on Diamond 
street on spot of old Harry’s Bar and 
musie and 


features food, 


entertainment. 


The Pittsburgh “Duffy” is Sammy 
Grodstein, newcomer to the cafe 
biz. Scheduled opening almost 
didn’t come off. Band headed by 
Eileen, gal accordionist, was slated 


as stellar attraction and an hour be- 
fore preem musicians union pulled 
Eileen out and sub combo, Dave 
Gifford’s Singing Strings, were 
hastily contacted and came on the 
run at a minute’s notice. Feature of 
Duffy’s are large mural caricatures 
of well-knowns in show biz and 
caricatures of a group of local col- 
umnists and newspapermen together 





on a lower-end wall tagged “The 
Press Row.” 
Damage Suits PileUp 


For Chi Latin Quarter; 


OPA and Damage Actions 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Latin Quarter, target of $9,000,000 
treble damage suit filed by OPA for 
overcharges, newspaper campaigns 
against niteries that let payees stand 
on stairs in violation of fire or- 
dinances, and minor other woes 
(such as worrying about manpower 
shortages and meeting that $10,000- 
a-week outlay for Ritz Bros.), took 
another rap last week when a Chi- 
cago woman filed suit in circuit 
court for $35,000, charging damages 
suffered when one of the LQ’s wait- 
ers motioned her to a chair that 
wasn’t there. 

Expensive fall allegedly took place 


last May 20. Waiter indicated a 
chair, according to complainant, 
Mrs. John Green, but instead of 


finding support she felt a wall strike 


her back, with injury permanently | 


preventing her from earning a liv- 
ing as piano accompanist. 


Ohio Spot Settles Claim 
In Dance Act Cancellation 


Club Riviera, Columbus, O., has 
settled claim leveled against it at 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
by Al Norton, franchised agent. 

Controversy was over cancellation 
of a dance act some weeks ago. Nor- 
ton had booked in a quartet of 
steppers. One of the gals ggcame ill 
enroute and rather than disappoint 
the nitery Norton sent in the trio, 
with intention of adjusting contract 
later. Gals played two shows and 
were cancelled upon premise’ that 





act called for four. 
AGVA ruled that the nitery would 


have been within rights by refus- 
| ing to play act or even in cancella- 


tion after first show, but since man- 
agement held them for two days it 
was responsible for an entire week’s 


' salary. 





Saranac Lake ~ 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 6. 

Harry Martin, vaude comedian, 
here doing a little ice-fishing in 
Saranac Lake. Also visited and 
gifted the gang. 

Arthur Slattery, Stella Pebbler 
and Kay Laus, celebrate birthdays 
this week. 

Whitey Mathews, who cured here, 
now with stagehand crew for “Song 
of Norway.” 

Johnny Jones, who graduated from 
here, doing okay in business in 
Philadelphia. 

Hazel Smith is going to California 
te continue the curing routine. 

Howard Levy will get his go-home 
papers next month. 

Helen Lassman leaves here next 
month. She'll shove off to Texas, 
where her hubby is stationed in U.S. 
Army camp. 

Dorothea Nolan pepped up by sur- 
prise visit from her sister last week. 

Margo Meredith has been elected 
a member of the colony’s Good 
Samaritan Club. 

Write to these whe are ill. 


nut-house | 


Vauder Wins in Plea 
Of Cleve. Statler Suit 


Cleveland, Feb. 6. 

Mrs. Naida Perez, vaude and cir- 
cus performer, last week won her 
first round in her appeal for a new 
trial of a $50,000 damage suit filed 
against the local Hotel Statier. 

When the case was first heard in 
November, 1943, it was decided in 
favor of the hotel by Judge Frank J. 
Merrick. Appellate Court of Ohio 
last week ruled that the judge erred 





in law and ordered a retrial. 
Mrs. Perez is asking damages for 





given 
| Statler 


|; Claims, 


before a convention at 
She fell 20 feet, due, 
the hotel's negligence. 


she 


i 


ODT Snags Fail 


To Deter Circuses, 


Despite scarcity of equipment, ma- 
terials and uncertainty of transporta- 
tion, circuses and fairs are preparing 
for the forthcoming summer season 
as though mprobabilities never 
existed. ; 

The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey circus is now rehearsing for 
the season at Sarasota, Fla., and has 
set the headliners for the season. 
Outfit was hard hit last summer by 
| the catastrophe in Hartford and dis- 
banded earlier than usual. Because 
of impossibility of replacing ,de- 
stroyed and damaged equipment, lay- 
out will proceed with what it has 
been able to salvage and what it had 
in stock. 

Biggest headache will be the prob- 
lem of traveling and transportation 
of animals and- equipment, which 
Ringling execs hope will be solved 
by short jumps. Ringling’s aren't 
likely get special cars unless 
transportation problem eases consid- 
| erably. 
| Outdoor business. 
| forward to one of 
| Fairs that operated 

most likely continue. 

This type business has always 
+ lured great numbers of sight acts as 
| salaries are generally higher in com- 

parison to vaude houses. 

Hattie Althoff. of Consolidated Ra- 
| dio Artists vaude department, is 
booking seven and a half weeks for 
the Western Canadian Fairs with 
| playing time in Hamilton, Saskatoon 
and other Canuck provinces. 

Indoor circuses have already start- 
ed the season. The Hamid-Morton 
circus last week started a 12-week 
tour in Memphis. George Hamid, 
| operator of the outfit. in conjunction 
with Bob Morton, anticipates no un- 
usual difficulty. 


ROBT. WALKER, HORNE, 








| 
| 
10 


in general, looks 
biggest years. 


its big 
last season will 





Robert Walker ‘is set to make his 
first person appearance in a picture 
house when “Picture of Dorian 
Gray” opens at the Capitol theatre, 
N. Y., around March 8. Others 
lined up for the stage show are 
| Denia Horie; Ad vier Cuget-and-Peu 
Regan. 

Marvin Schenck lined 
talent while on the Coast. 


Benny Fields’ 4-Wk. Date 
At New Rio Cabana, Chi 


Benny Fields, who usually plays 
the Chez Paree, Chicago nitery, has 
been lured away from that spot by 
the new Rio Cabana. 

He opens there Friday ‘9) for four 
weeks, at an undisclosed salary. 


Willie Howard Set For 
March Date at Chi Club 


Willie Howard is set to inaugurate 
'a name policy at the 5100 Club, Chi- 
| cago, March 16. Booking is experi- 
— in nature, spot awaiting re- 
sults of the Howard engagement to 
determine if more top names will be 
used. 
Dea! set by Frederick Bros. 


- 


up the 














Herth Signs Romm 


Milt Herth, whose trio is currént 
| at the Copacabana, N. Y., has signed 
a personal management contract 
with Irving Romm. 

Herth, however, will continue to 
be booked by Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica. 





| 


CUGAT, FOR B’WAY CAP 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


|}and could 


Fairs; Set Plans 


RKO, Boston, to Try Out 


AGVA Moves to Protect Talent On 


Toss Out Policy 


+ 





Hattie Althoff Patches Up 


Differences With CRA 


Hattie Althoff and Consolidated 
Radio Artists have ironed out their) 


| differences and Miss Althoff will re- | 


' . . 

| main with the organization as head | 
injuries she suffered during her act | 
the | 
| 


|of the vaude department. Miss| 
Althoff, two weeks ago, announced | 
|her intention of quitting CRA after 
la flareup with Charles Green 
agency president, charging hat 
|Green reneged on bonuses due her 
i for new attractions brought into the 
| office. 

Contributing to the settlement was 
discovery by Miss Althoff’s attor-| T 


neys that her CRA pact is airtight 
‘ be broken without a 
The violations 
were ad- 


not 
considerable payoff. 
she charged to Green 
justed 

Current contract was signed 
June for a five-year term. 


last 


Detroit Nitery Owner 
Runs Into Fire, Oil Woes; 
Sez He’s Been Robbed 


Detroit, Feb. 6. . 
Lowell Bernhardt, owner of Club 
Casanova, is having plenty of trou- 
bles. 
Not only was his nitery scorched 
last week by fire but he struck oil. 
Striking oil normally wouldn't 


hardt's case the city boy seems to have 
| fallen afoul of some country slickers, 


| At least. that’s what he contends in 


having filed a suit in the Arenac 
County Court in Michigan, charging 
fraud. 

Bernhardt hit a gusher in his first 
fling as an oil man but charges he 
is being bilked because, although he 
has totaled nitery checks, he is poor | 
at mathematics. | 

What Bernhardt says he is weak | 
| on is fractions but in the case of his 
5,000-barrel gusher the fractions will 
amount to $100,000 in losses. He 
filed his suit against Fred Craft,’R. | 
L. Barr and Otis Much, of the small | 
town of Standish, claiming that they | 
got as much of his well as he did 
without putting up a thin dime. 

He said fhat they acted as the| 
middle men in getting his oil lease | 
to the wealthy oil property and he | 
agreed to give one-eighth royalties | 
to them. Later they convinced him, | 
Bernhardt charges, that in “oil mens’ | 
language” a one-eighth royalty was | 
the same thing as a “one-half” work- 
ing interest. 

Since then, he charged, he has 
found out that oil men fractions are 
no different than those he was sup- | 
posed to learn in school and wants | 
the court to let him have five- | 
eighths of the oil from his gusher. 

Otherwise, he hints, he won't get | 
enough to patch up his downtown | 
Detroit nitery and go back to aj} 
business he understands. There at 
no fractions on a night club check. 


. 





Line Instead of Band 


RKO theatre, Boston, will use a | 


16-girl. line for two weeks Starting | 
March 8. House will forego a name 
band for that bill. Talent so far 


booked includes the Gae Foster line, 
Martha Tilton and Dave Apollon. 
Reason for the two-week layout is | 
the local preem of “Here Come .the 
Co-Eds,” with Abbott and Costello. 





Joey Adams in Line For 
Paramount Pic Contract 


Contingent upon screen test to be 
taken week of March 6, a contract | 
is being readied between comedian 
Joey Adams and Paramount Pic- 
tures. . 

Leo Cohn. of WHN Artists Bureau | 
a Loew subsidiary, is handling nego- | 
tiations for Adams. 


Jersey Spot Adds Floor Show 

Club D’ Jais, Secaucas, N. J.,/ 
which previously operated with band | 
policy, is now adding floor shows, 
the first going in this week. 

Spot pacted under class 3B} 
basic agreement with! 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
ona six-day week basis for both 


has 


minimum 








principals and choristers. 


sound like tough juck but in Bern- | 


| 
| 


| ing Friday 


| boost 


of Smaller Niteries 


That old dodge harking back to 
the era of vaude'’s coffee-and-cake 
circuit days—canceling acts after the 


first day—is cropping up in some 
of the smaller niteries and has 
prompted the American Guild of 


Variety Artists to take measures to 
checkmate it from becoming a habit 
with the smaller operators. 


AGVA up to now has merely 
penalized such spots by listing them 
as unfair and not permitting any 
performer-member to play them or 
allow any AGVA-franchised agent 

book them until the natter has 
been adjusted and the unfair action 
fted 

rhe le ) ww feels that 
nore arasti¢ re re necessary. 
To is end is 1 1g a Dilan 
whereby econd offenders on the 
“here are your pictures back, youre 
through” after first performances 


will be subjected to a 30 to 60-day 
suspension from AGVA instead of 
the current pay off policy. 

AGVA also will turn a deaf ear 


to any beefs from nitery operators 

misrepresentation as an excuse 
for talent tossouts. It has taken 
the stance that since nitery tops 
have gone into show business they, 
like vaude theatre operators, should 
knoy VI at it’ < ll abdoul anda espe- 
cially know what they are booking 
into their niteries. Once a con- 
tract is signed the talent union in- 


| tends to invoke the play or pay 
clause. 

| Agents, too, are becoming weary 
of the toss-out spots. They claim the 
| spots involved have lower than low 
budgets for entertainment. When 
submitting lists the operators select 
low-salaried acts and when they 
| don’t kill them with their act they 
| toss them out. 








Chi Clubs Form 
Org Vs. AGVA 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
Was accused of using the War Man- 
power Commission order, reducing 
help in niteries and other non-essen- 
tial industrial by 10%, as an excuse 
to heighten union. authority over 
night spots, at a stormy session of 50 
cafe owners in the ShePman hotel, 


Monday (5). Groundwork was laid 
to form an organization to combat 


further union encroachments, and a 
temporary committee was appointed 
to report back to group’s next meet- 
(9). Group aims to 
organize along the lines of the Chi- 
cago Restaurant Assn. Committee 
will draw up constitution and by- 
laws and a report of the “AGVA 
10%” situation. Probable name of 


org will be Chicago Night Clus 
Owners Assn. Miltor T. Raynor, 
Chi attorney, outlined its probable 
aims. 


Owners took the viev’ that AGVA’s 
drive for a six-day week would 
performers’ salaries, which 
they said were already swollen by 
18°%. Claimed that skyrocketing 
Cusis will force many spots to shut- 
ter, and declared that AGVA should 
back up action of owners instead of 
fighting them. 

Group also discussed Office of 
Price Administration's investigation 
of tabs at niteries and asked cooper- 
ation in order to prevent recurrence 
of OPA suit against Latin Quarter 


| for overcharges. Group will also 


seek permission to get more help. 
Most of them said they are operating 
under minimum staffs. 

Committee will confer with Jack 
Irving, AGVA executive secretary, 
before Friday's meet, and advise him 
of their ultimatum that they are to 


| be consulted before promulgation of 


such orders as the six-day week. 
Committee members are Ray F, 
Hayes, Frank’s Casino. chairman; 


| Ralph Berger and Art Goldie. Latin 
| Quarter: J. W. Comise, Club De Lisa; 


Ben Rodkin, Ye Olde Cellar; Jimmy 
Pappas, Vine Gardens; Joe Miller, 
885 Club; Harry Weiss, 5100 Club, 


} 
,and Mrs. Margaretta Marais, Brown 


Derby. 





Woedy Herman’s Theatre Tour 

Woody Herman starts a theatre 
tour after completing his assignment 
at the College Inn, Chicago, April 13. 
Lined up so far are Orpheum, Min- 
neapolis; Circie, indianapolis; RKO, 
Columbus and the Oriental, Chicago. 

General Amusement Corp. set the 
dates. : 
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Night Club Reviews 


G’wich Village Inn, N. Y. 

Jackie Gleason, Hannah Williams, 
pesoy Marlowe, Ann Paige (Line), 
ou Martin Orch; minimum, $2.50. 


This Village spot, managed by Lou 
Taylor, has had the rubber band off 


the budget for some time, and is 
probably the only club in that sector 
that can attract upper strata names 
The show has its entertaining mo- 
nents. with Hannah Williams and 
| eet Gleason in the top spots 

Jac kie CGleasor ( 1iscus ed ce) tne 
records under Né Acts) has 
in a nite fo ’ le, t 
tak ) th le " I He's 
I “fo iO i iL 
-arl ’ rf ( re ) 
Vup ida 6CO ( roit 
Ro! e Gi 

H W i ) i 
at t ( ( 
bas i i i SU += i t 
ly ) i pipes are 
She winds up wit! ‘Cheerful Little 
Earful.” which she helped catapult 


into the hit class Song catalog is 
varied and reception and exit are big 

Surrounding talent is by 
and Peggy Marlowe, both New 


while Carl Randall line, lacking | 
many attributes looks. routines j 
and costumes, completes the lineup 
T rt Martin cuts a fine show Jose 
Empire Room. Chi 
Ch cago, Feb l 
H idegarde, Tommy W onder, Bob 
Dupo Bob Grant’s Orch, and the 
Abbott Dancers (12): minimun $3- 
$3.50 
Hildega bowling over town’ 
critics with one of the most Dbriliiat ty 
exhibitions ever presented in a Chi 
nitery 
It was pretty apparent at the tee- 
off that the crowd was sharply di- 
vided into two camps, those who 
,_ Ss a a 

















Ann Paige | 
Acts, | 


love the Milwaukee chantoosey’s 
work and those who have a deep an- 
tipathy for her, but 50 minutes later 
the crowd had unconditionally sur- 
rendered to her master showman- 
ship. 

Singer’s entrance is preceded by 
the 12 Abbott dancers dressed in 








royal velvet costumes 


| street-length 
skirts which show plenty | 


with slit 


|of leg. Girls each carry a walkie- 
} talkie set which when finally tuned 
in proclaim that Hildegarde has ar- 
l » Sin itaneously band be- 
i ce Oa the star’s pianist 
Sa " (,i0e moves to the ce! 
e floo Wit nis piano ona 
t ‘da p itforn House lignts 
e dimmed just as a huge backdrop 
ye é " parts to show a skv 
Sta oundall a 
) yh re i of a Hilde 
i é \“ il re 
I ett let name 
) ¢ ta spelled out i electri 
hts. Baby spots pick up Hilde 
garde at the entrance to the room|} 
with Fritz the head waiter escorting | 
er to the piano 
Dressed in an extremely low-cut | 
silve Fowl with her blonde hair | 
upswep ! a mass of curls, the | 
Singer greets the crowd from the | 
aised piano stand. Songs include| 
Strange Music,’ “Let’s Get To-| 
tne ) a While.” “In Paree It’s | 
Toget! for a While.” “In Paree It's | 
Love All the Sun in My Heart} 
" “Hold It.” “You and _ the] 


and her finale which | 
a city-to-cits novelty | 
| 


sing 

Waltz and I’ 
consists of 
travel song 


Tomn \ Wonder. who was feat ired | 


n “Ziegfeld Follies,” does a whirl-| 
wind dance routine that gets a big 
hand from the customers, closing his | 
turn wit a ballroon 


dancing num- 
r done with a wax dummy that is] 
gly. lifelike Wonder has} 
on the ball.e 
Dupont, juggler. 
han-average 
giving vigorous approval to 
closing routine of eating an ap- 
ple while keeping a couple of plates, 


be 

amazin 
pler tv 
Bob 


turns in al 
petter-t the | 


stint with | 
| 
CrOWa 


his 


napkin and some silyerware in the 
ain 
Abbott dancers turn in their usual 
excellent performance, which holds 
for tt Bob Grant orch as well 


Hunt. 


La Conga, N. Y. 


Lenny Kent, Jack Soo, Lischeron 

















PENNY SALE 


*Ic A Gag!! 


100 Gags for $1.00 


SURE-FIRE MATERIAL 
Fun-Master Gag-Files Nos. 1-2-3-4-5 
$1.00 EACH 


Pius Postage—5e Each Script 
Make Checks Payable te 


PAULA SMITH 


Mail to “Fun-Master” 
200 W. Sith St., Suite 10-G,N, ¥. C. 19 
















most returned GI's, there’s much ad- 

| justment to be made. He’s still to 
| hit his former stride as a comic. A 
couple* of weeks in this spot and he 
should be mowing the _ roisterers 
down. He does nicely by his old ma- 
terial, but the new bits he threw in 
opening night, especially the Lena 
Horne impression, didn’t hit too well. 
However, he’s solid on the ad-libs. 
can handle an audience nicely, and 
once he gets going, should be clicko. 
He'd also do better if he eliminated 
the blue gags. With the wealth of 
materlaf he has, he doesn’t need 
| them. 

On the surrounding bill, Jack Soo 
| (New Acts), an Oriental bary, sup- 
#8} plies the high spot. while Lischeron 

|and Adams. also New Acts, click 
|handily with some spectacular rou- 














GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





} variety 
; to jive 


i during the lulls 


| 
(6); | 








tines. Chinita Marin (New Acts) 
completes the line-up with song and 
cooch. The Jeanette Hackett girls (6) 
impress with two nifty routines, but 
costuming seems to be off key. 

Machito’s rhumba artisans 
nice show. 


cut a 
Jose. 


Jack Lyneh’s. Philly 





New 





Acts 





DUANOS 
Ballroom Dancing 
12 Mins. . 





(HOTEL WALTON) ~ 
Philadelphia, Feb. 21. 
Arthur Lee Simkins, Whitey 
Roberts, Mickey Alpert, Gerardos 
(2), Fiith Avenue Models (8), Ed- 
die De Luca Orch (6), Vincent} 
Rizzo Orch (4); no cover or mini-| 
mum. d rers $2.50 up 
Jac! Lv? Walton Rool scene 
of ya ebut to bigtime staraon 
Ss tre one lu the current 
sho 
Sta ; Arthur Lee Simkins a 
Ni 0 Pel whose voice is Sop 
the show every night, and pa 
re is from eight to 10 
nu ¢ S 
Caught at a dinner show, Simkins 
got a tremendous ovation trom tne 
diners as he gives out with a wide 


of tunes ranging from opera 

Possessor of a swell tenor 
voice, enunciates difficult 
eign words, like a finished Met per- 
former. Among tunes are “Begin 
the Beguine,” “Ave Maria.” “Eli 
Eli,” “Lord’s Prayer,” “Irish Lulla- 
bye,” “Dark Eyes,” “Vesti La 
Guibba” and others. 

Whitey Roberts is clicko 
with his comedy routine 
during which he aid of 
the customers 

The Gerardos’ terping is. top- 
drawer material, the team having 
polished up their routine to a point 
where they’re ready for any class 
boite 

M ic Ke 
adroitly, 
rapla 
ceedings 
beauty” 
of the 


he 


plenty 
juggling 
enlists the 


Alpert handles the show 
keeping things moving at a 
while he livens up pro- 

with a comic “bathing 
routine in which members 
audience parade around a la 


pace, 


for- | 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Here's a ballroom pair whose chief 


reliance is on dancing and not on 
acrobatics, although there's a little of 
the latter, expertly spotted to provide 
variety and applause™ 
nicely designed, each number having 
change of pace and color. They got 
maximum applause at the-end of 


heir paso doble which wa preceded 
a foxtrot and waltz Their en- 
cores didn't hit the mark as hara 
[The gal looker is niftily dressed 
in a suit. Male is garbed in after- 
noon weal 
Appeal to pe ready fol clas Spots. 
Jose 
SONNY KING 
Songs 
| 11 Mins, 


Havanna-Madrid, N. Y. 

Sonny King has been coming along 
nicely with a versatile song style and 
pleasantly pitched tenor pipes. His 
schmaltzy delivery shows flexible 
use of his voice. King easily changes 
from full voice to falsetto, which 
makes for colorful presentation. De- 
livery of “Sorrento” is by now a 
trademark with him, and it’s still one 
of his strongest numbers He does 
nearly as well with “Besame Mucho” 
and “Donkey Serenade,” and should 
be content to let the matter rest 
there, but encores with numbers that 
aren't as strong Jose. 


| LISCHERON & ADAMS 


Ballroom Dancers 
10 Mins. 
La Conga. N. Y. 

Well-groomed terp twain provides 
a fine blend of ballrooming and acro- 
batics to produce some hefty rounds 


}of palm-whacking Lischeron and 
Adams, who have been around for 


“Miss America.” 

Gals in the line (5th ave. models) 
colorfully costumed, contrib nifty | 
routines 

Music is handled expertly by 
Eddie DeLuca’s band, with Vincent 
Rizzo’s quartet doing a good job 

! Shal. 


Havana-Madrid. N. VY. 
Hermanos Williams Trio, A. J. 
Cantu, Duanos (2), Sonny 
Line <6) Carlos Varela 
Orch, 
$2 and $3 


Williams Trio score showstop honors 
with an acrobatic tango. This group 
has been spotted in the ace vauders 
and niteries, and their huge click, 
by now seems to be a customary 
proceedure. Pablo Williams. senior 
of the troupe, after their turn, has 
to give a bég-off speech. Amanda, 
femme member of act, is spotted 
earlier in the show as singer, and 
does well in that spot. 

Rest of the acts, although not new- 
comers to nitery habitues, are fur- 
ther discussed under New Acts to 
complete the records. Cantu, the 
magi, gives an expert exhibition of 
palming pigeons td register a hit: 
the Duanos (2) are a captivating 
allroom pair and Sonny 
scores in the warbling spot. 

Production by Pablo Williams and 
costumes designed by Lou Lisle are 
okay. Carlos Varela provides good 
show backing. Jose. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Zero Mostel, Dolores Grey, Fan- 
Milton, Gay Claridge Orch 
Chez. Paree Rhumba Band 
with Lucio Garcia, Chez 
Adorables (42); minimum 


(13), 
(6) 
Paree 
$3 -$3.50. 








yore, Chez Paree continues its big- 
| time policy by introducing Zero Mos- 
} tel, Dolores Grey and Fanchon to 
| Chi, surrounding them with a well- 
paced layout 

Mostel, when caught. wasn't exert- 
ing himself too much, although the 


hulking impressionist left them beg- 


x oLerp.-¥ >» 2 TP-asecst- TT: 
sty “2Ci awe. DOGO. ws SESH -ass 
|ler-Mr. Agony stints and his biz 
about “Mr. Faulkner” explaining 


facts of life to the kids at P. S. 39 are 


Miss Grey also goes over. 
voltage blonde s.a., plus husky piping 
of “Accentuate,” “How Deep Is the 
Ocean,” jive “Maids of Cadiz,” coon- 
| shoutin’ “Amen,” and deadpan take- 
| off of Virginia O’Brien doing “Little 
Spanish Town,” stir plenty of en- 
thusiasm 

There's a plethora of stepping on 
tap: Fanchon adds interest to stand- 
ard twirls with high kicks between 
spins to “Very Thought of You” and 
Gershwin medley, while D’Angelo 
and Vanya, held over from last show. 
garner big returns with ballroom 
terping to. “Oklahoma!” medley, 
“Holiday for Strings” and samba to 





King, | 
Rhumba | 
Jose Curbelo Orch; minimums, | 


CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER & Adams, Chinita Marin, Line 
By Glenn C, Pullen, January 28, 1945 meaentto Rhumba Orch; opening Angel Lopez has assembled a 
“LAURETTE and CLYMAS, night minimum $4 pleasing bit of divertissement that | 
ever, could dance twice as long in th isi | stacks up as one of the best shows | 
Vogue Room's new revue and s Jack Harris has constructed a play- | he’s had in some fime. There isn’t 
_ Borla tes eee tee ae able show which is generally pleas-|a dull moment in the display, acts 
verse English elicious horsepla ing nitery fodder, but affair still | follo in natural and showmanly 
whacking your funnybone as violet needs some tightening before it can | sequence and every moment is en- 
oe ae inl tanhandles her obstr be placed in the hit class. tertainingly provided for. 
Feb. 12th. MOUNT ROYAL HOTE! _ Notable event of the current bill It's hard to tell who's the toppei 
; Montreal is the return of Lenny Kent, recently | here as each act nets maximum ap- 
EE. |discharged from the Army. Like! plause. However, the Hermanos 


some time, make a nice appearance, 
produce a spectacular brand of ball- 
roomology with a series of sensa- 
tional lifts and spins. Especially pro- 
ductive of mass audience approval is 
the male’s trick of a one-handed 
overhead spin at a fast clip; it pro- 
vides an excellent topper for their 
act. Their straight ballroom stuff, as 
exhibited in their waltz and paso 
doble, is fairly standard, but they can 
turn on the applause at any given 
|time when they go into their spins 
|} and lifts. 

Can handle nitery 
signments neatly 


and vaude as- 
Jose. 

JACK SOO 

Songs 

8 Mins. 

La Conga, N. Y. 

Chinese baritone, making his first 
New York appearance, comes with a 
rep established in San Francisco and 
Akron niteries. He impresses as a 
celestial Sinatra with his robust voice 
and appealing delivery. Vocaling and 
deportment are grade A. He con- 
centrates on ballads, aljhough he 
could, without hurting the mood he 
creates, throw in an_ occasional 
rhythm tune. 

A little more time in this spot to 
give him a more assured stage pres- 
ence, and he’d be a safe bet for ace 
vauders. Jose. 


ANN PAIGE 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
Greenwich Village Inn, N. Y. 
While Rnn Paige possesses a fair- 





King | 


chon, Pierre D’Angelo & Vanya. Jack | 


Lacking hefty convensh biz as of | 


well received. but impresh of electric | 
percolator blowing its top is topper. | 
High- | 


lish voice, presentation is not all it 
could be. Diction is not up to snuff 
and manner of throwing away the 
punchline in the “Rum and Coke” 
stanzas doesn’t help produce best re- 
sults. 

She'd also do better if she didn't 
strain too much for volume, and gal 
could try to throw in a ballad as a 
change of pace from the steady 
| stream of rhythm tunes. Jose. 


PEGGY MARLOWE 
Dancing 
7 Mins. 
Greenwich Village Inn, N. Y. 
Peggy Marlowe is an energetic tap- 





of numbers she shows some fast 
spins which bring hefty hands. How- 
ever, both her numbers seem similar; 
change of pace and a more assured 





|stage presence would aid her im- 
| measurably. 
| Okay for niterie’ and vaude. 
| Jose. 
JACKIE GLEASON 
CWied pips eg a cobs mee = 2 
14 Mins. 
Greenwich Village Inn, N. Y. 

Jackie Gleason has been around 


but his card in the New Acts file is 








i\“Tico Tico.” encoring with few sec- 
onds to something by Chopin. 
Adorables’ “Lili Marlene” number, 
vocaled amiably by Jack Milton, 
starts out cleverly with one of them 
“underneath the lamppost by the 
| barracks gate.” but gets nowhere be- 
|eause rest of the routine—a Vien- 
|nese waltz—just doesn’t go with it. 
| Girls also kick up in routine “Trolley 
| Song” and “Mexican Toreador” num- 
| bers, to mild applause. 

Gay Claridge and orch provide 
smooth dansapation, and Lucio Gar- 
cia» sextet are okay for rhumba- 
wrigglers, —§ ~ Mike. 











Routines are} 


stress with ability to sell. In a pair | 


nein 
strangely absent; so, he’s being giv 
the o.0. for the records. & given 


The hefty comic has con 


i ie a lon 
way since he played lesser 





; niteries 
He’s become a name, with frequent 
}guest appearances on the air, and 
|he’s comic lead in Dave Wolper’s 


| “Follow the Girls.” from which he is 


doubling. However, his nitery mate. 


rial is below par and much ‘of it is 
| off color. His i tories 
off color 'S Impressions and stories 
| while getting good hands, aren't 9 
| the calibre expected from one lrawe 
ing Gleason’s foun figure sala 

Jose 
| CHINITA MARIN 
| Songs 
|8 Mins. 
| La Conga, N. ¥ 
Chinita Marit ist ready for 
| Broadway Voice is rough and, at 
times, delivery is uneve1 Her rapid- 


fire, doubletalking Latin songs fail to 
come off. Winds up her act with a 
series of cooches, which 1 even 
less than her warbling 
Better selections and less concen- 
tration on volume recommended 


Jose. 


ean 


CANTU 

Magic 

9 Mins. 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


appearance 
Conception and executio1 


| With pleasing personality and a 
minimum amount of gab, Cantu 
causes more than the. standard 
amount of amazement with a well- 


designed and nicely executed assort- 


ment of magic, each trick winding 
up with appearance of a pigeon. 
Starts out with run-of-the-mill de- 
ceptions, but once he pulls the bird 
out of wherever he keeps ‘em, he 
gets a top round of applause. Aid- 
ing him is an unbilled femme who 
does nothing more than look after 
the props Being dressed like a 
Mex magnifico gives him a pleasing 


of tricks 


are above par. He's made the grade 
in niteries and can do similarly in 
| vauders Jose. 

I a cee 








. world’s foremost 

restaurant, pre- 
sents world’s foremost attractions: 
‘DE MARCOS, TITO GUIZAR, CONNIE 
HAINES, DANNY KAYE, JOE FE. 
LEWIS, CARLOS RAMIREZ. VELOZ 
AND YOLANDA 


ORCHESTRAS: Casaciro Orchestra, 
Carmen Cavallaro, Emil Coleman, 
Xavier Cugat, Henry King, Ivan Scott, 


H. bD. HOVER, 8435 Sunset Bivd. 
Holl» wood 46 








AL TRACE 


And His 
SILLY SYMPHONISTS 
CURRENTLY APPEARING 
WITH JACK BENNY'S 
ROCHESTER 


AT LOEW'S STATE 
NEW YORK 
{Week Feb. Ist) 


Dir.: STAN ZUCKER 








are cee ome 














Anything Can Happen 
With 


HANLON 


And 


CLARK 


“TWO CRAZY PEOPLE” 


Overseas for USO 
Dir.: HARRY GREBEN 
Press: DICK RICHARDS 
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BOOKING AGENCIES 


and personal agents having dates 
available for Little Rock territory 





write, wire or phone HARRY 
| WEINBERG, Hote! Marion, Little 
Rock, Ark. 
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= 





Fiawless, glossy prints in all sizes. 


Made frem your own photo or 
negative. in large quantities as 
low as Se each; postcard size 2c. 
Mail orders everywhere. Write for 
free samples. Price List V. 


8x10's 








Loe 





50-$4.13 


Moss PHOTO service 100-$6.60 
| a5 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. ¥. 
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NEW VOR CITY): Bi: h 
Paramount (7) \lu sx Mins 
sohnuy Long B MIAMI 
Ik wre Qiyempin (7) 
Lorre e Rognan elie Miller 
Arline Russell ! | Brillant 
Louis Jerdan Is e Tlelle 
CHICAGO oy Rogers 
sgenipnatlii MINNEAPOLIS 
Ca ¢ ' Orpheum (7) 
Rachelle A Hee lbe Cab 4 Hows Ore 
Paul Regis OMAHA 
peTROIT Orpheum (7) 
Michignuu (7) gi Husse } 
S) ¢ ones Ue (lene Halos 
‘ " = ! 
} \ 
BOSTON ‘ = (‘ross 
. Boston (8) lnne Withers 
I Rk Hiuttem Ore \ ‘ It s 
loe Hesse lohuny 
} ny Little (6-8) 
' "aris trlen tara tore 
] 2 Sis Mer Macs 


| Tlola V 


liarper «& 
; Lablanea 


t Wirt 


PAWTUCKET 
Capitol (11) 
utile } 
brick Kink . 
louise 

& Garcia! 
son Bros 
PHILADELPHIA 


(Carman (8) 


| Nick 


Dow bDorse ; 


Eleanor Bowers 
4] Gordon's Dogs 
' ( Nie 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (9-11) 
leo '’ . 7 ree 


Long Jr 
(Twe te fill) } 
WASHINGTON 
Howard 
Mills Bres 
Rundy Brooks Ore 
tion Moore 


i(rackshot & Vivian 


tops & Wilda 
WOONSOCKET 


New Park (9-11) 
ve Mu a 
A Louis 
ne He s 
\» & Ss 
W s & D 
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NEW YORK CITY 


Bill's Gay 0's 
Ethel Gilbert 
i’e je Girauer 

ld Willard 
j tyan 

arles Strickland 
limmy Burna 
Bill Kelse 
jay @0'’s Wuartette 

aiue Angel 
Eve nig 

e. Ali nd 
hs ‘ 
re Mailey 
Wi‘ son +) 

Cafe Suctete 

(Uptown) 

Havel Seoatt 
1 iv Savo 
Gene Field (3) 
Ed Hall Ore 

Cafe Soactety 


(Downtown) 
lou Wine 


siary 
White 
ff Jackson 
Phil Moore Ore 
Crsino Russe 
higu KBaclanova 
Adia NKuznetzoff 


Mary 


New Yorker 
sane Lawson 


Hotel 
Mary Js 
ler Mapes 

Billy Petersen 
Yeo 


al Gre 


lane 
levry Wi 
Hatel 
Les Brown Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Wesson Bros 
Hu e & Arnold 
Nancy Donovan 
- nie Melba (dire 
Hotel Plarva 
t‘elesie Hleol 
Gieorge 
Rav Henson Ure 
Mark Monte Ore 
Hotel Koorevell 
Guys Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Savey Plas 
< rsa 


leine 


lapps 


Ba 
hil Bn rion 
Georgiana Ba 

Hotel St. 
Dorothy 

rihe Krrolle 
red Mille Ore 
r Brooks Organ 


nnister 
Kegis 


Shay 








NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 





BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG 


















































as th tatiana a 
&VELAND lbick Lestie { Simeon Karzaeff Paul Sparr Ore 
> i Hearts Codulban Ore Luaszio Ore 
Palace (8) “ . 
eee SAN FRANCISCO Clup 18 Hotel Taft 
L Hampton Ore fiolden Gate (7) Roy Sediey |} Vincent Lopez Ore 
B& E Nightingale! Charlie Barnet Ore Vince Curras | Hetel Waldorf-A 
- COLUMBUS johbuny Mack Ann Denis Vietor Borge 
Palace (13-15) Rex Webet Gave Dixon Fred & E Barry 
Bmery 2 & «laire | Ames & Arne jerry Bergen leo Reisman Ore 
Fiora Vestoff Miseha HKorr Ore 
Gordon Andrews O Teeland 
Copacabana } Saminy Bireh 
Dixie Roberts 14 Whirlwinds 
arner l’ats Hrewster | la Mar & Martin 
Roland Twins Muriel Kretlow Gls 
Marty Martin Ore Boyd heathen 
Coan Rouge red Eddy Ore 
NEW YORK CITY) Savannah Churchill Dick Wilson Orch Angelo Ra 
. | . : B Bizony Ensemble Jimmy Kelly’s 
Strand (9) 7 Rogers - m3 
" “- Diamond Herseshoe | fea, Colvina 
Artie Shaw re Bus M of Khythim Bob lHiall . 
Gunny Rice fF WASHINGTON - Maenee Rudya 1 nn 
oss Wyse Jr | Farle (9) | frank Ross Jo Ann Collyer 
PHILADELPHIA | Roxyettes t-~3 > Aloma 
Marle (9) Poul Duke . ie Roberto & Aida 
| : |} Emma Francis john Rockwood 
Benny Curter Ore Wert A&A Lexing | Hazel Mangean 64 D 1y ‘ - 
‘ ' Vi j thaw anny i n 
King Cole 3 'Wasne & Marlin | Marcia Dale aaa &é 
Cecil Lewin Rosita 
| Gloria LeRoy Diane Page 
| Billy Banks . +. 
- Margaret Gray 
| Bill Quentmever naman > 
n | Mitchell B : Carter & Rose 
| ite le . rorner Joe Capelle Ore 
Michael Edwards 7 
‘ : la Conga 
H Barrett Ore , 
Vienent Traverse Gre Lenny Kent 
‘ Lischeron & Adame 
NEW YORK C8TY| Mrs Marva Louis | Havana-Madrid Chinita Marin 
Music Hall (8) | Joe Byrd, ( Ray Co i Williams ¢3) Jack Soo 
Jane Deering 3 Blue Jackets | Sonny King J Hackett Gls 
Carolina Segrera ELIZABETH | A. 4. Comte Machito Ba 
Bil & Cora Buird Liberty (8-11) | Amanda Williams La Martintaue 
Zarco & Heryi “jew Viizgibbone - rhe Dua nos we “ “s —— 
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Roxy (7) | Ross & Dean | __- 
Milton Rerle | Waily Kibbler 
Connie Russell Dobas Due 
Slayman Ali ‘Tr HARTFORD Sen’ 
. é merica’s Leading independent 
Rovkeis State (8-11) A “s 
Paul Ash Ore Gloria Jean 
TONG ISLAND | Al Trave Ore 


damalen (8-11) 
Frank Ma: lowe 
Aunt Jemima 
The Graysons 


Gay Nineties Rev 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (11) 

lift Nazzaro 





Vallee & lynne MeFarliand 2 Ore 
Phyllis Willis Jean Parker 
(B) (Four to fill) 

J@an South HOLYOKE 
(Three to nih Valley Arena (8-10) 
AKRON Lola Valley 
Palace (9-12) | Joe Arena & Pal 

Paisy Kelly @ Kyrnes ey 

Barry Wood Dick Ki 

Shep Fieldk Orc INDIAN: APOLIS 

he Fontaines Cirele (8) 
BALTIMORE Glen Gray Ore 
ippedrome (Rm) The Merry Macs 

Wen Hai Tr | Diek Leslie 

T Hanton Ir & Jean | 3 Hearts 

Jean Carroll MIAMI 

Peggy Taylor 3 Latin Quarter (8) 
Reyal (8) Connie Boswell 


= Hawkins Ore 
Aision & 
Naihane 


—s Candemith 
Young jb rer 


(8-107 


Bros, 
VierS Nitigeis 


res 4 Sophisticated L's 
R Mate Artie Dann 
enee & Calvert tiaynor & Ross 


Olive White 


Chapelle & 
3 Biecyele « hampes 7 


Hannon 





# NEWARK 
try Lawson Adams (8) 
Gerard DeBates Woody Herman Orc 
Littig Marion Daniels 
Ww (it-14) Dick Buckley 
; yt aewntan Baby Lawrence 
e Sis NORFOLK 
BROOK-KHOUND Center (8) 
meats. {80r88) Jean Boydell 
Jack Durant 
Tenders & Watts | Minevitch Rascals 
our to fill) PATEKSON 
CAMDEN M (8-i1) 
Gitbe ers (9-11) Jeane & Erle Coe 
Geo rt & Carroll Elaine ®arrett 
. "ke Ross 3 Stowaways 
Sia" Lorraine Alan Ames 
Em. Mate & Co Pufly—the Hyp Cat 
ery 2 & Claire (12-14) 
me AGO June & J Hutton 
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F Conville Co 
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| secre ne nem 
Socasses Ore Leon Vie tor 
Hotel Ambassador | Toni Kelly 
louis Betancourt O| Gil Johnsen 
Sacases 


Hotel Astor 
Jose Morand Ore 
Ron Perry Ore 


Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 

Marty Drake 
Miguon 
| Dale Belmont 
'Antini & Consuelo 
Paxton 
Payson Re Ore 
Nino Morales Bd 


Hotel Biltmore 
Joan liyidoft 
Ann Warren 
Randy Stewart 
Eddy Regers Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Hal Metintyre 
Ruth Gayloer 

Hotel Dixte 
Don Baker Ore 

Hotel Edisea 

Ray Herbeck 
Easex Mouse 

Harold Siern Ore 

Bunty Pendleton 

Rotel Lexington 
Momi Kal 
Tapu Kava 
Talima 
Maile 
Mekibana 
Hareld Aloma Ore 

Hetel Lincoln 
Count Basie Orc 


Jules Lande Ore 
| 
] 
} 
| 





Carl Ravazza Ore 
latin Quarter: 
Billy Vine 
Maxzone-Abbott D 
Gloria Gilbert 
Ellie Ardelty 
Kroller & Dearborn 
Bob Douglas 
Hiarold & Lola 
Hudson Wonders 
| Ben Dova “~""~~ 
Win! Walsh 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Jose Perez Ore 
Le Kuban Biew 
Theima Carpenter 
Imogene Coca 
Monica Boyar 
Cedrie Wallace = 
Leon & Eddie’> 
Eddie Davis 
Bob Wayne 
Phyllis Mane 
leo Diamond 
Wilson Sir 
Sherry Britton 
‘Tete & Martha 
Art Waner Ore 
Mente Carte 
Dick Gasparre ‘'re 
Sugenne fa Fel 
Alfredo Ore 
Getjena's 
(Breekiya) 
Lorrrine & Dennei') 
The Suns 
Joan Reilly 
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in Loving Memory 
Of My Father and Pardner 


+h XK 


Ss Vl r Met Ope ‘ Co 


BIRTHS JOHN S. WEST 


the principal pictures in which he 

Mi and Mrs. Martin Block, son, Whe passed on Feb. 8th, 1944 played are “Fair E renee “The 
New York, Feb. 1 Father is radio vee c Captain's Table” and “Grea Bridge.” 
disc-jockey and m.c. BUSTER WEST 

Mr. and Mrs. Val Campbell, a son, WILLIAM F. SifA! LES 
Jan. 28, Detroit. Father is a booking’ not reach the courts until 1924, when | William F. S arplces, 58. pioneer 
agent there. the court decided in favor of Mrs.) radio director, died Jen. 29 in Los 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kelehan. son, Fendler. Six years later the Court Angeles after a two-vyezr illness. 
Des Moines, Jan. 17. Father is an-| of Appeals reversed the decision and! g;; riing as an entertzin<> more than 
nouncer on KRNT. dismissed the complaint. 20 years ago at sation WMIC, Ingle- 

Mr. and Mrs. Don  Burrichter, “The Rose of the Rancho,” pro- wood, Cal., Sharples Inier was con- 
daughte® Des Moines, Jan 17.| duced in 1906, was the first Tully, nected with most of the stations in 
Father is chief engineer at KRNT. play to receive wide acclaim: Other | the Los f +a are: 

Mi. 200 MS. che the in ies Shiai a BERN i Fe Mahia Meiglt aatPn> 
Boston ather is WCOP program | Girl,” “Omar the Tent maker’ 39>) KNX nr “Bill Sharples and 
naneger. ‘The Flame,” 1916; and “The Mas- His Gang.” which introduced Mickey 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin De Rocher querader” in the same year. The Rooney, Judy Garland, Eddie Pea- 
daughter, Toronto, last week. Father | jatter trio Tully produced on his) pody. ‘Clarence Muse and others .to 
is asst. manager and treasurer Of | own, the air waves in the ‘early days of 
Royal Alexandra theatre, Toronto. | Tully had married twice. His first’ their careers. ‘ 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Solow, son, Feb.| wife was Eleanor Gates, novelist and 


Father is general 
west coast division of Con- 


2, Hollywood. 
manager 


author of the play, “Poor Little Rich 


Girl.” from whom he was 


| solidated Film Industries; mother is/| jp 1914. The same year he married 
violinist Known professionally as Gladys C. Hanna. Both she and a 
| Davida Jackson. daughter survive him. 

| Mr, and Mrs. Jack Kalcheim, son, ———-— 

|New York, Jan. 24. Father is in JOHN GOMAR HARWOOD 


vaude department of Frederick Bros John Gomar Harwood, 68 who 














divorced | 


_in Des Moines, 


Mr. and, Mrs. Glenn Ford, son, had appeared in legit productions in 
Hollywood, Feb. 5. Mother is this country and abroad died re- 
Eleanor Powell, film actress; father) .antly in London. 
ji. OoenER genet. | Born in London, Harwood first} 

leame to this country in the early 

| 80's, opening at-the Knickerbocker | 

War Dept ‘theatre, N. Y., then known as Ab- 
¢ bey’s theatre, with Sir Henry Irvey 








ing’s production of “Macbeth.” 

Following a lomg tour with Irving, | 
he returned to England, where he 
subsequently -became director, first 
of the Haymarket theatre, and later 
of the Playhouse in London. ~ 

He returned to America in 1913 
with Cyril Maude’s production of 


Centinued from page 1 


| to be used to distort and falsify a 
doctrine of the Catholic Church as it | 
did on the ‘Radio Reader's Digest’ 
program, sponsored by Campbell's 
Soups. The large number of pro- 
tests received by The Tablet indi- 
cates that Catholics* who heard the “Grumpy.” From 1915 on he was 
program have registered their, in-| associated with the Shuberts, Florenz 
dignation with the radio station and dj Ziegfeld, Aarons & Freedley, and 
| the sponses.” ' PHinp Goud.cass, whe adi- 
| Letter of protest rected productions. 

‘N. Y.) contained Among his better-known produc- 
quotation: tions were “Scandal,” “Whispering 
“The portrayal of a Catholie con- | | Wires,” “Rio Rita,” “Peggy Ann,” 
fessing to a rabbi ‘or to anyone -not | «pe Gir] Friend,” “The Ramblers,” 
a Catholic priest) is ridiculous to| «~The Five O'Clock Girl’ and “O 
anyone with the slightest knowledge) Kay!”, Since the start of the war, he 
of the Catholic religien. Certainly | had been in London, staging shows 

your author cannot plead such ig-| fo, the troops with ENSA. 
norance #s an excuse, else he would| Surviving are his widow, two sons 
not have known how to begin a Con- | and three daughiers. 





eee fae «hae 
ave Ww nor 


sent to WABC | 
the following | 


fession. Further, it is inconceivable amglctbies 
that a rabbi, or anyone with self- JACOB SELTZER 
respect, would cheapen himself or} Jacob (Jack) Selizer, 54, who had 


his vocation by hearing such Con-|!| peen connected with theatre busi- 
fession.” | ness for more than 30 years, died at 
The editorial continues: lhis home in Pittsburgh recently 
“An additional reason has been of- | after a short illness. At the time of 
fered by some of those who protest- | his death, he was managing the 
| ed to make one suspect that the in-| Rialto theatre for the Mervis 
cident was not entirely due to care-| Brothers circuit. 

WwSSSess cr-—unwitting The | A brother of the late Charles Selt- 
master of ceremonies was announced | zer, owner of several former Seitzér 
| as Quentin Reynolds. Mr. Reynolds, | film. exchange buildings in Pitts- 
| it is recalled, a few years ago bore! burgh, 
| witness to his Catholicism at a pub-| es a partner in their Seltzey Music 
| lic event and, a few days later, was, Co., distributors of organs for the- 
| ‘married’ to a divorced woman in a atres, and as manager of theatres 
civil ceremony, and this, we believe,;| for ihe old Western Pennsylvania 

on Good Friday! However, he once! Amusement Co. 
was a brother-in-law 


error, 


knew th« meaning of the Sacrament; He of Hy- 
of Penance and it is not altogether| man Goldberg, Bezver Fills, Pa., 
convincing to say that he has for- | e::yib. Alse surviving are his 


oF 
| gotten it. 


ee 


Billy Eekstine orchestra held over 


, widow and a daughter. 


DR. D'XON RYAN FOX 





}at Plantation, Les An:les niiery, Dr. Di-en Ryzsn Fo~, 57. president 
i for four weeks, making e ghi in all. Ur'-n Univer .y end co-f urder 
| Option was picked up on openin; ith Charics C- n 230 the late 
| day. 2c, Cotten of {* - D 





Festival on the college campus, died 
after a heart attack in Ellis hospital, 


| 
Jimmy O' Briea Stan Keller Ore 
our A ne “ag Tony Vaster’s | 
: . t wn 
Marauita Rivera oo r 
Steve Murray | 
Rock Herman & OF} jonnny & George 4 
® 3 Reumantan jerry Baker 
an Bart yaa gee pated 
Giga Woytova Theima Nevins 
Sadie Ranks > : 
Con’ ie? Gaee Hetty oe i LY 
: : Klorette Gi . 7 P ILL 
Shirley Barron Bd | \yorette, Gilbert | RICHARD WALTON TUL 
joe taPorte cre ee : . ichar y lly 7 lay- 
e De carlo Ore Richard Walton Tully, 67, play 
Rogers Cocner | , - aa | Schenectady, N. Y.. Jan. 30 
Harry Lefcourt Ors Versailles wright and legit producer, died Jan. | Sch nectad: » N. sa bs 
le "se | 3 rissa I , : “Bir y c was c! ! ? radio 
Clark's Hawaliaee lita Halls 31 in New York. His play, “Bird of aie Fox was we own it °, 
liarold Green | bd, . * 8 SY - “ause of his trree vears ai! 
sanee tlt }eopsey & Ayers Paradise.” which had an Hawaiian | t00, because of | s : a 
: Hel ; wi ‘ erator the sunday Empii 
e Erie Steen cpap locale, produced in N. Y. in 1912, | oaeege “ sUNGAS k \ 
Ke Kebble: } Blab Ireniesdy 24 : te State Ow eeting program ove 
iy Rib eo sei | Ma Niles was partly credited with subsequent + ' t ” ie a a : 
> set-tag S : ; : fe { fro he nion chape 
Romanian, Village Mt Kergere Ore vogue of Hawaiian music in U. S. 24 ’ ‘m , Ayes a 
Monchito Ri wat , after ‘coming president o 
Jens © Unidetele fon neve “a Tully, who had been a protege of Bagh one - - j me “ . 
P ’ ; : aunched ; 
nf pate a Rill E ere the late Mrs. Phoebe Hearst, mother | Union in 1954, Di me ” gg Pont 
: ; . ex sg : \ \ ‘tive e ‘ roera"y 1e | }~< 
R mecers ouis A . g of William’ Randolph Hearst, had active expansion prog ’ he ( 
dove e rR awk ; stival, foul ( 
7 preemed the play on the west coast hawk Drama Fest I ounde n 
sterk Club ‘ | “i 1935 he val al d 
Bo \ 1 Oliver Morosco’producing. Lat * 
o prod ditin N. Y starring nternational attentiot Cabling to 
Laurette Taylor, and af 1e1 th- | Union and Schenectat e 
MARRIAGES Laurette Taylor, an Yvan Lanore | war foteed its suspeasion, the Festi- 
{] c al was considered one of the most 
4 i 
Floren: Bell to . . . Bc Tully and Morosco eanex no je contribut) © the a 
Pitt vane Ji 29 Both ale u Da sizeable fortune ith the play h a college ( aa recent 
pert M ( pie € yu ( . 
Marjorie E. Carte o Lt. Lee fag many attendant headaches. due 
Jones. USNR Memph Tenn Ja to a plagiarism suit broug! t against LOUIS GOOBR CH 
23. Bride is asst. to Elmer Kettell. them by Mrs. Grace Fendler, a eae ewe laste 
New England rep of NBC forme! Hawaiian sché®l teacher. plawwrieht. died in Loneen. Jen 1 
. 1 1] a : 

Laura Lee to Clayton Whitehill, Mrs. Fendler claimed plot of “Para- After retiring from the since in 1936 
at Stamford, Conn., Feb. 1. Bride is gjse’ had been lifted from her play. a onenired ' . Ale ity oe 
} or . ‘ >} anealint Y Nn. P oF 99 sie ) F : ont gin < ‘ . ¢ 4 ‘ 
film eritic of the Philadelphia Even In Hawaii whieh T: aid ne ee.itty had been peg Char wete sy 

ing Bulletin had submitted to Morosco prior tO} ».Gig seript 
Lois De Fee to Lt. Hugh M. Roper, | his production of Tully's play. She PSR TD _— 
Atlantic City, Jan. 14. Bride is bur- | asked damages of $781,990 aga.nst 1892. and his la ppcarance 
c ‘ ‘ ‘ , ce «iii 
lesque and nitery performer. both. Suit, though filed in 1912, did) ow 5 sgn D iterim he 
Antigone A. Kalionzes to Nicola od 
Moscona. New York, Feb. 3. Groon don ast thee , g 
Man Who ( } T ve ' 
Ear] Ld ‘ ! ri y The 


; ast 
Rat” and “Clive of In 


Among 


MILTON J. 
Milton J. Lippman, 36, former di- 
rector of Chicago office of Musie 
Corp. of America and at one time 
assistant conductor and _ business 
manager of Ted FioRito's orch, died 
Ia., Jan. 23, where he 
was professor of music at Drake 
university. 

Survived by widow, two sons, 

ents, brother and sister, 
N. G. ANAS 

N. G. (Nick) Anas, Pittsburgh dis- 
trict exhibitor for 33 years, died last 
week in California, where he was 
| visiting one of his sons in the serv- 
ice. 

He retired from active: work fol- 
lowing illness some months ago, 
turning the management of his thea. 
tres in Hollidays Cove, W. Va., over 
0 a daughter, Billie Anas. 

LOUIS H. RIDDICK 
Louis H. Riddick, 23, former man- 


LIPPMAN 


par- 





| ager of the Carolina theatre, Bur)- 


i 


i 


| 


| 


j 





Selizer wes best remembered | 


lingtou, > athe aoe Ware Nati ation 
with the Army in the Belgium area 
Jan. 11, according to information 
received by family. 

Riddick was a naive of Greens- 
boro and is survived by his widow 
and two children, 

WILLIAM A. DeMOTT 

William Austin DeMott, 78, former 
bareback rider- died in Baltimore, 
Feb. 2. 

DeMott was with the old Barnum 
& Bailey circus and appeared in 
vaudeville also with his wife, the 
former Eunice Storke, who survives. 





LOUIS R. LATZ 

Louis R. Latz, 54, violinist and 
former musical divector of the La- 
| faye‘te and of the Academy theatres, 
Buffalo, N. Y., died last week of a 
cerebral hemorrhage. ree 

Latz had been a theatre conductor. 
and musician for more then 25 years. 





HARRY KNIGHT 
Harry Knight, 49, film unit man- 
ager, died after a heart attack Jan. 
30, while driving his car near the 
Republic studie, Hollywood, where 


| he had worked since 1936. 


He had been in the motion picture 
industry fer 18 years. 





Dr. Herbert L. Clarke, 77, former 
c.rnet soloist with txe John Philip 
Seusa and Victor Herbert bands, 
d'ed Jan. 31 in Long Beech, Cal., ‘fol- 
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Biway Slides: ‘Central Park’ New 
Leader at 486, ‘Arts’ 456, ‘Ladies 


4G, Lady Yes’ 19G, ‘Tempest’ $24,500 


Business slipped last week along 


Broadway. except for the sock stand- 
t\ 


outs. of which the list is generous 
supplied Reasons for the decline 
were not clea! Continued se 
eolad was one probable rea ! i 
tl si ri vynaltl may be ] 
tende ro out was doubdtie 
ci 
( i Pa K [ ) 
the b rossing show | 
list " $48,000 At q 
c L im . ee . ~ 
tr i a ) 
nort t theatre zone 
rn s Only 
ar eek (‘‘Park’ r 
the p ( Saturday. Jan. 27) 
be iy A S I Arms,” whict rew 
thumbs in the press and was 
taken off pronto “The Temovest 
had strong start Three plavs sua- 
denlv closed and two folding 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: | (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD « Drama), R_ (Revue) 
M iM O (Operetta) 

“4 tell for Adano,” Cor! i 
week) (D-1.064; $4.20 p val e 
it f ‘ { emast 
went aro i $22,000 

“s Goose for a Gander,” Play 
house. Yanked Saturday (3); plaved 
two wet suse relights next 
(15) wit ‘The Stranger. 

“Alice in Arms,” National. Op 
last Wednesday (31); pa! ind 
stopped Saturday; five pertorm- 
ances: “—-And Be My Love due 
here Feb. 19 

“Anna Lucasta,” Mansfield (23d 
week) (D-1.041: $3.60) One of the 
standouts: getting $21,000 weekly 

“Bloome Girl,” Shubert (181! 
week) (M-1.382: $5.40). Despite the 
newer click musical arrivals. this 
one still capacity, and takings are 
$33,500 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (M- 
1,900: $3) Final and 63rd week 


eplored-cast operetta has been a 
cleanup but off for some time; fair 


at $19.000: tour announced to start 
next summer in Los Angeles. 
“Dear Ruth,” Miller (8th weék) 


(C-940; $4.20). One of the best laugh 
etters of the season is aimed into 
ext summer and probably longer; 
Over $18,500 quoted. 

“Follow the Girls,” 44th Street 
(43d week) (M-1,462; $4.80). 


The 





| 


‘WIDOW’ (SHUBERTS) 316 
IN WEEK AT WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 6. 

“The Merry Widow” (Shuberts) in 
10 performances collected some $3],- 
000 at the National theatre last week. 
Opened Monday night and stayed 
through Sunday (4) 

“Dark of the Moon” comes in 
under American Theatre Society 
auspices, which assures it of a good 


— 


Chi Steady; Widow’ (New) Up to 296. 
Chicken’ $15,400, Turtle’ SRO $15.9 





‘Blossom’ 206, Detroit 





+ Chicago, Feb 
Loss of big parties occasioned 

ODT curbs on convenshes hasn'{ 

noticeably affected grosses as yet 





“On Man Show,” Barrymore ‘ . Ser Detroit, Feb. 6. with natives more than com er 
(C-1.096 n66). Presented Se deat ore ' weeks Ph A ret be feres| ‘| ., With all three houses here in oper-|'" first stanza of the ban. Dimod 
Harris; written by Ruth Goodman] there ics brisk denna Followed by | ation, business continued good last|4!dn’t mean much either. 
and E. A. Goetz: rather well liked ‘ + vt Aig de - a“. as . a Bn, | week, New Opera's “Merry ” 

= Tallulah Bankhead in “Foolish No- = ee = é “s . . k Widow 
ut of town: opens Thursday (8) flan” “eee Siehere”’ to eeied te _Bettering its first week, Blossom | kicked all over the lot in notizes 

“On the Town,” Adelphi (6th| ¢o, two weeks March 26 | Time” rang up $20,000 in its second | and originally skedded to fc 

M-1.536: $5.40) Fased off “YP : - | week at the Cass. First week’s grosses| Saturday (10), built to $29,000. a — 
de Shee wisstenia fiaek wlth for the perennial were $17,000 Ii| it's remaining over indefinitel ‘All 
ount around $41,000, musical is ° was followed by Katherine Dunham’s} Others doing well, a 

" ng the leader Pp r | “Tropical Revue” Monday, returning Estimates for Last Week 

“Rebecca,” B nore Stopped ] y Call y; |} for a week, with “Oklahoma!” set for “Chick E 0 Wat pote gs 

" pt! last Saturday afte very the following four shone (and oe Sunday, Black- 
i tw lated for road late 6 ; Henry Duffy’s “Merry-Go-Round-| jakers not aS 1,200; $3). Stude- 

“School for Brides,” Ambassado é after setting a brisk pace in its| a. o¢ yore it te es re Darvas 

f (C-1.117: $3.60) Went 0on first week at the Lafayette, fell off to| avel fea! "$15 ge ed colnvensh 
oft hout $1.000. b approximately } e $8.700 in the second It continues for feed 0,4 wasn ft ker 
$9.500 1 int operating pro a third stanza ees 

“Seven Lively Arts,” Ziegfeld (9th | Philadelphia. Feb. 6 Starting off slowly in the wake of). ones Menagerie,” Civik (6th 
week) (R-1,626: $6). Parties, which | Last week was the scantiest of the| the two weeks’ capacity business on | eys K) (900; $3.60). Virtual Capacity; 
sent business to capacity first two] season as far as legit entertainment| “Winged Victory,” “Tons of Fun” 9.000 

ont) now averaging three per| was concerned. but there is a big} built up at the Wilson steadily to; “Harriet.” Erlanger (3rd week ) 
veek; quoted around $45,000; vir-| backlog of bookings, which indicates| gross $12,800 in the first six days, (1,500; $3.60) A grand less than 
tually SRO | plenty of activity for the rest of the| seven performances. sellout at $23,000, with two weeks to 

“Sing Out, Sweet Land,” Interna- | winter weeks As a matter of Prag Gechiiicineiilinbiahineteiiatitiaiisnigi go 
tional (6th week) pn mneg $4 pote | last Monday (29) evening found only | “Merry Widow” Civic Opera House 
Holds to very good money but not] one legit offering on tap. reason for ( tR d Sh | (3rd week) (3,600; $3.60). Origin 1 
€] g out ated around $25,000 last | that being pec» Sr hon gap this per- | urren 0a OWS skedded to close Saturday 10) ‘its 

| formance by “The Overtons” because| “Blithe Spirit” Geary, Frisco; being held over, despite ‘crix heck- 

“Snafu.” Biltmore (15th week)|of the radio commitment (‘Blind| (5-17). lings, with $29,00Q in the ki 
C090; Fae). rod sa me F paid off| Date”) of Arlene Francis, who had “Blossom Time”’—Mem. Hall, Day “Ten Little Indians,” Hai 13tt 

eecks ago and show profiting with | leading role. Similarly, Monday night lton (5); Coliseum, Evansville (6);| week) (1,000; $3). Escapists’ darling 

oderate grosses: $9,500 shows were cancelled in Boston and] p al +1 re ‘ sot $16.000 acai oe 

“Soldier's Wife”. John Golden| first week here Robi son Aud., Little Rock (8); City | § “Fee ne : ge 7 = : 
(17th week) (CD-789: $3 60). Ane- That left “Dark of the Moon” as! Aud., Shreveport (9): Aud., Beau- vee) ri 400 “=” | eng aoe 
other moderate-money show operat- only show to start off the week, Thi mont (10); Mus H Houston (12): 500 ” 9 Pulse umpeda to $22. 
ine to some profit: around $7,000 “legend with music "" had avery good | Texas San Antonio (13) Para ee y oan . ae s 

“Song of Norway,” Imperial (24th! week at the Forrest (it had opened| Austin (14): Majestic Ft. Worth sen weeks tte byt Nines ‘ot 
week) (O-1.427; $6). Stays up with) there previous Thursday), although] (15); Melba, Dallas (16-17) K. T. Stevens cancelled two pete 
the leading Bp icals and the takings some of theatre's regulal patrons eX- | “Calico Wedding” Plavhouse.| formances but remaining § six did 
are huge: $42,000 : pecting a musical, were floored by | Wilmington (16-17). sellout $15,900. 

“Ten Little Indians,” Plymouth| the fantasy. Crix gave “Dark” great} © (... ‘ wr ey iadinsistalikadiccheaials 
(31st week): (D-1,075; $3.60). Picked | notices and fine follow-ups, and at-|_ “Catherine Was Great"—Shubert, | ¢ : 
up and went-to $12,500 | tendance at the end of the week was| Boston (5-10); Metro. Providence 

“The Hasty Heart,” Hudson (5th! bigger than some straight musicals} (12-13); Shubert, New Haven (15-17) ope D 0 
week) (D-1,094; $3.60). Off a bit but} this house has had. with most audi-| “Chicken Every Sunday”—Black 
takings of around $13,500 indicate} ences waxing enthusiastic: $18,500] stone. Chi (5-17). 
this one will make the grade. | week was terrific even for $3.72 scale “Clover Ring’ — Plymouth, Bost 

“The Overtons,” poet, (CD-712; | PH an Overtons.” which mee — (5-17) : nl oston 
$3.60). Presented by Paul Czinner:} edly mixed notices as to play but! “,,.. _ ryou 
written by Vincent Lawrence; fair| high praise a = cast, completed an | ini oth ad My Leve”—Locust St. | 
out of’ town: opened last night (6). okay two weeks’ stay (gave extra} a, SrtA - " . ‘ 

“The Voice of the Partie,” Morosce matinees to make up for cancelled| “Dark of the Moon”—Nat'l, Wash “‘Sienaturel” -¢ Ls ocngag: Feb. 6 
(52d week) (C-986: $4.20). Illness | Monday nights) with $13,000, last few | (5-17). week diew taivia teker er aa 
again hampered performances, both | performances being near-sellouts “Doll’s House”’—Amer., St. Louis) .y4 althoug! "} ota o> notices 
shows on Saturday (3) being can- Last night saw the Erlanger relight | (5-10): Cox, Cinn. (12-17) Nighter clus on gow has. First 
celled: $16.500: missed shows nicked | with the Mask and Wig Club’s (U, of “Foolish Notion’’—Colonial, Bost to catch on f regi hg , mane 
gross around $5,000. Pa.) 57th annual musical production, (5-17) tal e. All ot] nal owe gel. 

“Trio,” Belasco (6th week)|“Hep to the Beat.” Wiggers have| “,.' .. . Frisco (5-17) pe nal ee town, however, 
(D-1,977: $3.60). Getting around| this indie house for week on usual Fun Time”—Curran, Frisco (5-17)./ remained at previous week's okay 


$10,000, about an even break; unless | rental basis 


picking up soon may drop out. 
“Up ‘in. Central Park,” 


run musicals were socked last week; | success: new musical grossed nearly 


this stayer not so much off and quite | $48.000 


profitable at $29,500. 


“Good Night, Ladies,” Royale (3d | money leader. 


reek) (F-1,084; $3.60). One of those 


shows that were great out of town | 


ut not here; around $9,000 but mod- 
erate coin may mean slight pr6fit. 

“Hope for the Best,” Fulton (C- 
046; $3.60). Presented by Jean Dal- 


fymple and Marc Connelly: written | 


y William McCleery; fared well in 
tryout dates; opens tonight (7). 


(C-923: $4.20). Wind and snow mak 
no difference here and the house 
plays to capacity all times; $19,000. 

“Hats Off toe Ice,” Center (33d 
week) (R-2.994: $1.98). Improved 
further against Sonja Henie showing 
at Madison Square Garden: $27,000 
udted; started this week with $4,500 
unday (4) matinee. 

“I Remember Mama,” Music Box 
Gigih weck) (CD-979; $4.20). An- 
other fine success that is never af- 
fected by weather or other condi- 


“Harvey,” 48th Street (13th me rather mild. 


tions, and counts up to $21,500 every | 


week. 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 

Beck 

Around $15,000, which -. should be 

profitable both ways for straight 


lay: “The Foolish Notion” will fol- 
ow la‘e next month. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Bijou (87th week) 
(C-614; $3.60). 
takings around $9,000, okay both 
ways for one of last season’s stand- 


outs. 
“Laffing Reom Only,” Winter 
(6th week) (R-1,523: $6). 


eren 
ased off from the high of previous | 


week but gross still big: approxi- 
mately $41,000. . 

“Lady Says Yes,” Broadhurst (4th 
week) (M-1,160; $4.80). Way off 
first four days of last week but 
goodly money Friday and Saturday. 
when top is $6; brokers sell most of 


| 


| 
} 


full 
that 


week and will 


figure: 


in first 
probably top 


REVIVALS 

“The Tempest,” Alvig (2d week) 
(D-1,331: $3.60). Business excellent 
first full week with the claimed tak- 
ings quoted over $24,500, virtual ca- 
pacity. 

“La Vie Parisienne,” N. Y. Center 
(O-3,693: $2.40). Final and fourth 
week: date was limited but road 
date to follow has been called off: 


ADDED 
Hedgerow Players, Cherry Lane. 
Rep troupe from Moylan, Pa., ends 
its visit Sunday (11). 





‘GORDON-'21’ NICE 
$16,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 6. 
Ruth Gordon in “Over 21” came to 
Ford’s last week and built briskly 
/to a nice $16,000. 


(47th w * ‘ | House is currently dark, with Tal- 
7th week) (C-1,214: $3.60). |) ah Seahineed tn 


Theatre Guild 


| production of “Foolish Notion,” by 


|Philip Barry, 


| 
| 
| 


‘ 
| 


| 
| 


by request; dropped to. 


$19,000. 

“Late George Apley,” Lyceum 
(lth week) (C-993; $4.20). One of 
the very good things on the list. 
oing along at capacity: around 
18,000. 


“Life With Father,” Empire (270th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.60). Run leader 
said to be making money both ways, 
with gross quoted around $10,400 lest 
week. : 

“Mexican Hayride,” Majestic (53d 
week) (M-1,685; $6). 
siderably in the going that affected 
run musicals: takings around $25,000. 

“Oklahoma!,” St. James (96th 
week) (M-1,529; $4.80). Still no vari- 
ance in business for wonder musica!: 
$21.000 


Slipped con-. 


“One Touch of Venus,” 46ih Street | 


(M-1.°219 $4.80). Final 
week: slioned to around 
goes to ~-*” 


and Tist 
$21,006; 


set for Feb. 19, as 
fourth of five plays promised under 
Guild-American Theatre Society sub- 


Under - estimated; | scription. 





‘Spirit’ OK $19,500, 
‘Fun Time’ 216, S. F. 


San Francisco, Feb. 6. 

“Blithe Spirit.” with Gladys George 
replacing Violet Heming as of Jan. 
29, did satisfactory $19,500 for its 
third -week at Curran. Comedy 
moved to Geary for its fourth week 
in town. 

Martha Rave and Paul Small’s 
“Fun Time,’ opening at Curran thea- 
tre Jan. 29, packed ’em in from the 
first night on, getting $21,000 for 11 
performances. Last week, “Merry 
Widow,” much-svanked Geary offer- 
ing, got $14.000 despite crix slaps. 


‘Doll’s House’ 814G 
In 4 Shows, Indpls. 


Indianapolis. Feb. 6. 

The critics teed off on James B. 
Cassidy's vroduction of “A Doll's 
House,” byt it still was good for a 
healthy $8.500 in four performances 
at the English (1,500) Feb. 1-3 at a 
$2 ton. 

There's plenty of: interest in “Kiss 


,and, Tell.” ovening a return engage- 


ment Monday (5) for the first six-day 


: nomnew show book«d in.' stand of the season here. 


A 


Century | 
(1st week) (O-1,713; $6). Sensational | year is $4.50. with plenty of advance 


| 


newest | that were encountered in putting on 


| 








; holds up to iis usual ca 





Last year the Mask and 
Wig show was given for three days 
only on the college campus. Top this 


registered. Papers have gone all out 
to help club because of difficulties 


show with so many of the boys in 
V-12,. R.O.T.C. and other units 
Dramatic opening last night was 
“Searching Wind,” in at the Forrest 
for two weeks with a $3.72 top. This 
is first established New York hit to 
reach here in some time. most recent 


non-musicals being tryouts On 
Thursday, Philly gets another 
“preem” in the Arthur Beckhard- 


Victor-Hugo Vidal comedy produc- 
tion, “Come Be My Love.” It will 
play nine days at the Locust, with 
Walter Hampden starred. 

Next week's only opening is “One 
Touch of Venus,”. at the Shubert, 
which is dark this week. “Venus” 
comes in (with John Boles and Mary 
Martin) for three weeks’ stand. On 
the 19th, tryout, “Calico Wedding,” is 
set for the Locust. while on the 26th, 
“Winged Victery” starts a four 


Gilbert & Sullivan Orpheum, 
Davenport (5): Iowa, Cedar Rapids 
(6); Omaha, Omaha (7); Mus. H.., 
Kansas City (8-10); Arcadia, Wichita 
(12): Aud.. Pueblo (13); Aud., Den- 
ver (14-16) 

“Good Night Ladies” (2nd Co.)- 


Cox, Cinn. (5-10); Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (12-17). 
“Harriet”—Erlanger, Chi (5-17). 


“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—English, 
Ind’polis (5-10); American, St. Louis 
(12-17). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Empire, 
Edmonton (5-10); Grand, Calgary 
(12-14); Drake H., Regina (15-17). 

“Life With Father” (2d Co.)—City 


Aud., Jackson (5); Lanier Aud., 
Montgomery (7); Erlanger, Atlanta 
(8-10); Temple, Birm’ham (12); 


Aud., Memphis (13-14); Ryman Aud., 
Nashville (15); Bijou, Knoxville 
(16); Mem. Aud., Louisville (17). 
“Merry Go Round” — Shubert- 
Lafayette, Det. (5-10). 
“Merry Widow” (New Opera)— 





weeks’ stay at the Forrest. with an- 
other tryout. “Happy Ever After,” 
still listed for the Walnut. which has 
been inexplicably dark since closing 
there of “Over 21” Jan. 24. 


FOOLISH NOTION’ SOCK 
$10,400 IN NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Feb. 6, 

SRO was the order for all three 
performances of “Foolish Notion” at 
the Shubert last Fri.-Sat. (2-3). At 
$3.60 top. this meant a handsome 
estimated $10,400. 

Current is three-day stand of 
“Merry Widow” (8-10). Next week 
brings “Catherine Was Great” (15- 
17). Following weekend gets preem 
of “Muth Ado About Love” (22-24). 





L.A. Sock Biz Despite 
Damp; ‘Othello’ 306 


Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 
Despite plenty of rain, business 
along the Rialto is solid this week, 
with “Othello” doing smash biz at 
the Biltmore. Second week of the 
Shakespeare opus is good for anothes 





Chi. Opera House, Cisi. «5-i3). 

“Merry Widow”—Boston Opera H.., 
Bost. (12-17). 

“Merry Widow” (2d Co.)—Metro. 
Seattle (5-10); Temple, Tacoma (12); 
Capitol, Yakima (13); Fox. Spokane 
(14-15); Wilma, Missoula (16); Fox, 
Butte (17). 

“Oklahoma!” (2d Co.)—Davidson, 
Milwaukee (5-10); Cass, Det. (12-17). 

“One Touch of Venus’—Shubert. 
Phila. (12-17). 

“Ovhello”—Biltmore, L.A. (5-16); 
Ross Aud., San Diego (12-13); Muni. 
Aud., Long Beach (14); Civic Aud. 
Pasadena (15): 
(17). 

“Over 21”—Studebaker, Chi (5-17). 


Civic Aud., Fresno! 


level, “Hope for the Best” mak ng a 
nice gain through its strong star draw 
The Boston Grand Opera Co.. back in 
town for its second repertory this 
season, did nicely at the Opera House 
despite shellacking on opener when 
| Met stars failed to appear. 

Openings this week include “Fool- 
ish Notion,” Theatre Guild-Ameri- 
|can Theatre Society sponsored here, 
j}at the Colonial last night (5) with 
| plenty of advance through star and 
writer draw, and “The Clover Ring,” 
which opens tonight at the Plymouth, 
|also with an okay advance. 

“The Merry Widow” returns on 
Sunday (11) at the Opera House for 
a three-week session. On the 19th 
“Dark of the Moon,” also Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society, 
comes into the Shubert. Then “The 
Deep Mrs. Sykes” to the Wilbur, Feb. 
26, and “Much Ado About Love,” te 
the Colonial Feb. 26. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Catherine Was Great,” Shubert 
(1,500: $3). Grossed estimated $22,- 
000 second week, weather hurt biz; 
remains a third now current. 

“Hope for the Best,” Plymouth (1 
300; $3). Gained nicely on second 
|; week through word-of-mouth and 
star draw to touch a very okay $16,- 
| 000, estimated. “The Clover Ring” 
opens here tonight. 
| “The Searching Wind,” Colonial 
| (1,590; $3.60). Second week found 
slight dropoff to estimated $18,000, 
not bad considering lukewarm no- 
tices. 

“Signature!” Wilbur (1,200; $3). 
Thriller opened on Wed. (31) with 
kind but unenthusiastic notices all 
around, and figured at an estimated 
$4,000 on five performances. Final 
week current. 











‘VICTORY’ SETS CINCY . 





“Ramshackle Inn” — Playhouse, 
Winnipeg (5-10): Lyceum. Minn. | RECORD, $39,400 
(12-14): Aud., St. Paul (15); Park- | Cincinnati. Feb. 6. 


way, Madison (17). 


“Rosalinda” — Erlanger, Buffalo 
(12-17). ° 
San Carlo Op. Co.—Aud., Oakland. 
(5); Aud., Portland (7-11); Moore, 


Seattle (12-17). 

“Searching Wind”—Forrest, Phila. 
(5-17). 

“Signature”—Wilbur, Bost. (5-10). 





$30,000 and show could have stayed 


for solid six.weeks of SRO. instead 


of three-week booking it has now. 
Ken Murray's “Blackoutg of 1945” 

Seity at El 
Capitan with $14.800 for the 136th 
stanza. 

“Maid in the Ozarks” built back to | 
$9,500 in the 17th period at the Bel- 
asco, despite the dew. “Honey in the ‘ 
Hay” could have gone for better than 
the $4,000 registered on the sixth 
weék at the Musart, if inclement 


“Student Prince”—Hanna, Cleve. 


(5-10); Shea’s Erie (12); Shea’s. 
Jamestown (13): Palace. Canton 
(14): Colonial, Akron (15): Park, 
Youngstown (16-17). 

“Ten Little Indians” (2d Co.) —/| 
Harris, Chi. (5-17). 

“Tropical Revue” — Cass., Det. 


(5-10); Shubert-LaFayette, Det. (12- 
17). 

“Voice of Turtle” (2d Co.)—-Sel- 
wyn, Chi. (5-17). 





weather hadn't held. ticket buyers at 
home. 


“Winged Victery” — Nixon, Pitts. 


é (5-17 ® 


| Setting an all-time Cincy high for 
legit by grossing $39,400 on eight per- 
formances last week in the 2.500-seat 
| Taft theatre at $3.60 top, “Winged 
| Victory” seems to have been hel 
rather than hurt by recent release of 
the Army Air Forces play's screen 
; version (20th). 
| This was the first spot for the stage 
|show to follow the picture, the gaP 
| being only three days. The pic bagged 
$45.500 on a four-week run divid 
between the RKO Palacg and RKO 
‘Lyric. That kind of biz is not pea- 
; nuts here. 

Former local record legit grosset 
was $39,000 for George White's “Scan- 
dals” back in 1928 at the 2.100-seat 
Shubert. It was for nine perform 
jances at $4.40 top. 

“Victory’s” take last week was $2. 
500 under capacity, the shrinkage 0¢- 
curring the first night and Wednes- 
day matinee, other performances be- 
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Transportation Too Tough, ‘Porgy 
And ‘Sons’ Quit, Others Delay Tours 


3 


j 





Transportation difficulties are 
claimed to be the reason for two 
qouring shows coming back to New 
York and three withdrawals from 
the Broadway list not going to the 
road at this time. The road shows 
are “Porogy and Bess” and “Sons 0’ 
Fun.” “Porgy” lost money during 
the last 10 weeks of its tour, mostly 
pecause of missed performances, and 
the same is believed to have applied 





to “Fun.” Colored-cast “Porgy’ may | 
relight again at the N. Y. City Cen-| 
ter. It was booked o't of town ul til 
March 15. 

“Carmen. Jones,” which closes Sat- | 
yrday (10) at the Broadway, N. Y.,| 
ennounced “last weeks’ for months | 
and a tour was pencilled in nore | 

. = : . 
than once. Plans now call fo the | 


operetta (also colored) not to relight | 
until next June, with Los Angeles | 
the starting stand, and by then there 
will be a number of cast changes. 
“Ta Vie Parisienne” stops this eek, | 
too, at the City Center, date of four | 


weeks then being completed. Re-| 
vival of the Offenbach light opera | 
fared mildly, but New Opera Co., 
which principally produced it for! 
the road, decided that touring is too 
difficult at this time. Cast changes | 
are to be made, so the show won't | 
hit the road until next fall. “Parisi- | 


enne” didn't benefit as it might have | 
because the city-owned theatre 
doesn’t allow agencies to handle 
tickets. 

Third not figured tour 
immediately is “Rebecca,” which | 
faded out at the Barrymore last Sat- 
urday. But it, too, is slated for the 
west early next season, although the | 
drama may appear on the Coast dur- | 
ing spring, 


closing to 


Ashton Stevens Raps . 
Yokel’s Misquotes On | 
‘Glass Menagerie’. 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

That old press agent custom 
misquoting crix in the ads 
walloping batk-of-the-hand Sunday 
(4) from Ashton Stevens when he 
devoted his whole “Excursions in 
Stageland” column in the Herald- 
American to ranting at Alex Yokel, 
“Glass Menagerie” flack and co-pro- 
ducer, for putting certain words in 
his mouth—to wit, “‘Menagerie’ is 
the greatest play in 50 years.” 

Stevens, who usually doesn’t let 
such things bother him, also took up 
the cudgels for Claudia Cassidy, 
Tribune drama critic, who earlier 
had boxed Yokel's ears because of 
an alleged quote from her that it 
was “the greatest play ever to come 
to Chicago.” Miss Cassidy pointed 
out that she used a quote from a fan 
letter the Sunday previous so de- 
scribing the play, but that it in no 
way reflected her own views. 

“The above quotations are forg- 
eries,” Stevens wrote. “Miss Cas- 
sidy did not write that she con- 
sidered ‘Menagerie’ the greatest play 
ever to come to Chicago. She hasn’t 
veeh iN Uiustago—or Of Caccii, L01 
that matter—long enough to make 
80 sweeping a statement. And I 
would have to eat the many en- 
couraging words I have written 
about Ibsen's ‘Peer Gynt,’ to say 
nothing of O'Neill's ‘Strange Inter- 
jude,’ in order to declare Tennessee 
Williams’ ‘Menagerie’ the greatest 
Play in 50 years.” 

“Cheater” who made up the “forg- 
eries,” Stevens continued, “didn’t 
have the common wit to realize he 
didn't have to cheat. Nobody 
has to lie about this truly wonderful 
Play that is so wonderfully acted by 
Laurette Taylor, Eddie Dowling, 
Julie Haydon and Anthony Ross. 
lie only gilds the lily of adula- 


Guild ‘Contempt’ 


The Theatre Guild and David 
Lowe broke even Monday (5) in 
- Y. supreme court on two motions 
argued before Justice Aaron J. Levy 


of 





in Lowe's suit for $186,500 for 
Services he allegedly rendered in 
financing “Oklahoma!” Court re- 


Served decision on both motions, one 
by Lowe to cite the Guild for con- 
tempt in failing to permit examina- 
tion of its books and records as or- 
dered by the court, the other by the 
Guild to stop Lowe from filing 
Proof” of his claims for failure to 
Produce a further bil! of particulars. 

Lowe charges that the Guild, un- 
der an oral agreement agreed to 
Sive him a percentage of the profits. 


Leventhal Kidded 


Since he was allegedly tricked 
into giving $3,000 advance guar- 
antee to Max J. Jelin for the 
“A Goose for a Gander” book- 
ing into the Playhouse, N. Y., 
whiéh Jelin is said to have | 
failed to lease despite claims to | 
the contrary, J. J. Leventhal, 
one of shrewdest managers 
in SNOW pusiness, 
kidded plenty. 
jokingly, 
A company 
went 
for 3 
latter 
stranger 


well lend 





the 
has. been 

Friends are 
seeking 
manager, for in- 
Leventhal and 
G’s, saying that if 
gave that much to a 
(Jelin), he might 
the same to a friend. 

Frank McCoy, partner in 
“Goose” ‘(which closed Satur- 
day), ribbed: “You can't give 
him that much; he hasn't got a 
theatre.” 


thus. touches 


stance, to 
asked 


the 


as 








' on tour, but that didn’t 


SAE e ON ONE RFs Mc leew Sta cna 
days before the premiere was r¢ 


got a} 


Vagaries of BO. | 


On Bway, Road 


Boxoffice vagaries of the road and 


Broadway have been sharply em- 


phasized by three shows which en- | 


tered the metropolitan list recently. 
Two that fared well, if not 


being in doubt. 


In other times it was virtually | 
mandatory for road shows to have 
attained Broadway reputations be- 


fore commanding profitable business 
apply to 
“Rebecca” (Barrymore), and to a 
lesser extent, “A Goose For a Gan- 
der” (Playhouse) Both the latter 
shows stopped Saturday (3) after 
two weeks each. 

“Rebecca” was on the road for 22 
weeks last spring and the past au- 
tumn, coming to New York more 
than $70,000 to the good. That profit 
was not materially dented during 
the short Broadway date. “Goose,” 
originally done by Rudolph Allen, 
was taken over by J. J. Leventhal 
and Frank McCoy earlier this win- 
ter. Under their management the 
show averaged $11,500 during three 
weeks in Detroit, and grossed a sur- 
prising $20,000 in Washington, so 
under the new management it was 
profitable. Had “Goose” remained on 
tour it probably would have made 
plenty, and only because Conrad 
Nagel’s contract called for a Broad- 
way showing by the end of January 
was it-breughtéme A radio commit- 
ment was his reason. Nagel was co- 
starred with Gloria Swanson. 

“Ladies” originated on the Coast, 
landing in Chicago, where it estab- 
lished a run record of 100 weeks. 
During the height of that engage- 
ment the management was skeptical 
over its chances on Broadway, yet 
‘a ieW pi oduciie“ was Built 
make the grade, but business during 
the first three weeks was only mild. 


Robbins’ _London Meller 


A lessee of various theatres for 
the last dozen years, Ailan Robbins 
now plans to try his hand at Broad- 
way play producing. His first will 
be “This Was a Woman,” psychologi- 
cal drama by Joan Morgan, which 
closed recently*in London after 400 
performances. Robbins reports he 
will sponsor in association with Lee 
Shubert and with the backing of 
some real estate interests. 








PASADENA’S WINTER SKED 
Pasadena, Cal., Feb. 6. 
Late winter schedule at the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouse opens 
this week with “Uncle Harry” slated 
to run two weeks. 
Other plays on the program are 
“The Corn Is Green,” Feb.21-March 
4: “The Great Big Doorstep,” March 


April 1. 





Rob Chi B.O. > 
Chicago, Feb. 6. 


were watching the performance of “10 
Little Indians” at the Harris theatre 
last night (5). Nave Kihd, boxofficer, 
was relieve: 200 by gunman who 
drew a rev 
receipts. 
Kind pushed the $200 toward him 





and latter strode away. 


excel- | 
lently, out of town were batted down 
} and have already closed, the third 


’ -< 
i 2a 


7-18, and “King Lear,’ March 21- 


While more than 1,000 persons) 


and demanded the | 


Royalty Demands Nip 

Revised ‘Jessie James’ | 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Thirteen percent royalty demands | 
for revised “Little Jessie James,” with | 
new songs by Jule Styne-Saul Chap- 
lin, caused Eddie Cantor to call off | 
Frisco show. Instead he’s concen- |! 
trating on “Nellie Bly,” with Nat 

Karson, for Broadway production. 
Karson and Cantor were to have 
done Ralph Spence’s modernization 
of old Harry Archer-Harlan Thomp- 


|} son musical. 





Rose in Switch, 
Woos Brokers 


Billy Rose in conversing w 
ticketbroker several months 
about the time was taking extra 
space in the dailies urging 
goers to buy tickets at the boxoffice 
for his “Seven Lively Arts,” at the 


th a 
azo, 
he 
play- 


| Ziegfeld, N. Y., was told by the 
| agency man then to “keep his feet 
|on the ground.” (The broker had 
| reference to Rose denying the 
agencies full quotas of tickets.) 
When the broker repeated that a 
couple of times, Rose said: “What 
do you mean telling that to a man 
vho has $2,000.000.” Rose, of course, 

eant himself. 

Which leads up to the fact that 
Rose knew from the start that sell- 


ing all tickets for “Arts” 
the boxoffice was impossible. He 
made allotments to the agencies last 
week, engaging Harry Bloomfield for 
that purpose, latter having been on 
Mike Todd’s staff for the same pur- 
pose last season. (Todd and Rose 
seem to be exchanging staffers 
James Colligan, formerly with Rose, 
having joined Todd about a year 
ago), 

The bantam 
that 
be 


showman 
the agencies 
necessary even 


was aware 
would eventually 


before the show 


effect that thy could have regulars 
(allotments) for performances 
| sold out in party deals. 
his outlay of more than $1,000,000 
for the theatre and show, he con- 
cluded: “My purpose in writing. this 
letter is to assure you that I have 
no quarrel with you gentlemen, and 
when you realize the great gamble 
I have taken I don’t think you have 
any quarrel with me. It’s 
that I will operate this theatre for 
some years to come and you can rest 
assured that my policy as far 
reputable brokers is concerned will 
be of live and let live.” 


not 
Relevant to 


rule to the effect all employees in 
agencies must be licensed. School- 
boys are used as runners, usually 
working from four in the afternoon 
until 8:30, earning from $16 to $18 
weekly. But the N. Y. state law 
prohibits licensing persons not 18 
years of age or more. 


Suit on % Deal 
For Playhouse, N. Y. 


Producers of “Sleep, My Pretty 








last Nov. 2 and closed after several 
performances, owe a balance of $4.- 
875 on their percentage contract with 
the owners of the theatre, it was dis- 
| closed last week in N. Y. supreme 
court, when Justice Aaron J. Levy 
reserved decision on the producers’ 
motion for dismissal of the suit. 

Action was brought by the Play- 
house Properties, Inc., against Rich- 
ard W. Krakeur and Roger Clark. 
general partners in the “Sleep” com- 
pany. Under the contract producers 
were required to pay a minimum of 
$11,375, of which only $6,500 was 
paid. 





Harry Green in Hosp 





French hospital Monday (5) for in- 
ternal disorder. He’s expected to be 
| discharged within 10 days, 


| Green and Jack Pearl plan to pro- | 


j;duce and appear in a play titled 


|“Queen of the South,” by Edward | 


| Childs Carpenter. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Bill Comes Back”—John Golden. | 


“The Deep Mrs. Sykes”—Stanley 
| Gilkey, Barbara Payne. 


Gordon. 

“Happily Ever After” — Barney 
Klawans, Vic Payne-Jennings. 

“Calico Wedding” -Lesfer Meyer. 
Richard Meyers. 

“The Stranger”—Shepard Traube. 








Dicks Control ‘Park’ B.O. 


directly at | 


likely | 


Paul Moss, the license commis- 
sioner, who has been irking the | 
brokers this season, issued a new 





. a: - wate > sm | 8S oer 4 re ae 
he, Which Opened at tie Piayioive 


Actor Harry Green operated on at | 


“Much Ade About Leve"—Max 


| 
| 


Last week patrons stood out- 
doors, despite the bitter cold, to 
get tickets for “Up in Central 
Park,” the line from the box- 
office at the Century, N. Y., be- | 
ing that long. Mike Todd, the | 
show’s producer, had to engage a_ | 
‘ouple of Pinkerton men to con- 


} 


ol the crowd. First time for 
nowman to se private 
for that purpose 

rhre house ticket sellers ere 

c e job, but Todd hired a 

fourth, for whom he'll ha t 

pa tne aAlary 
eS 





Jelin Loses 2 


Court Act 
ourt Actions 

The financial antics of Max J 
Jelin. who debuted on Broadway as 
lessee of the Belasco theatre, are 
seiting more bizarre. 

Last week, in court, during one of 
several legal proceedings in which 
he is involved it was stated. Jelin 


check for 
headed a 


allegedly gave a rubber 
$1.800 to Hardeen, who 
magic show at the Belasco on a re- 
cent Sunday, but it’s also claimed he 
{tendered bouncers to others, includ- 
ing the Government for withhold- 
ing and social security taxes. 

Jelin lost two court actions last 
week, one ousting him from the Be- 
lasco. S. S. Krellberg and John 
Wildberg, of the ownership group, 
ae ee en 
the lease had been bredched. Jelin 
did pay $1,500 for “use and occupa- 
of the theatre, but in ruling 
that the theatre revert to the own- 
ers, the court stipulated that Jelin 
must post $30,000 as surety if an ap- 
peal is to be made. Owners are due 
to place a marshal in the house to- 
day (7) to prevent any “irregulari- 
ties.” Basis for the ouster was 
Jelin’s refusal to give Krellberg, et 
al. under usual and customary 
terms, a booking contract for a show 


tion” 


| they intended placing in the house, 


as | 


as permitted in the peculiar leasing 


| arrangement, 


The other proceedin; was an in- 
junction against Jelin from interfer- 
ing with the engagement of “Trio” 
at the Belasco. The stay had been 
temporary, but Justice Aaron Levy 
in Supreme Court granted an order 
| upholding the restraint. Dispute was 
between Lee Sabinson, producer of 
“Trio,” and Jelin over the settle- 


| ment of a week’s receipts after Mrs. | 


| Jelin got 40 tickets and wanted to 


| return them, Sabinson refusing be- 
' cause the curtain was up by 
| time. 


Again in Night Court 
Jelin again landed ‘n night court 


last. meek the second, time in 10. 
days. KH is ciaimed he extracted 
$500 from the Belasco boxoffice, | 


| Sabinson objecting. Fists then flew. 
| Jelin made counter-assault charges 
| and the case was put over until to- 
‘day (7). Previous altercation was 
between Jelin and Paul Groll, 
company manager. who has a piece 
of “Trio,” the latter claiming that 
Jelin kicked him, but Grol] with- 
drew the charge. 

Manipulations of the Jerseyite 
started when he claimed to have 
leased the Playhouse and booked in 
| two shows, getting advance money 
| amounting to $10,000 from Jules J. 
| Leventhal and Shepard Traube. 
Latter claimed he got most of his 
money back. Same goes for Leven- 
| thal, but both managers were re- 
| quired to post fresh guarantees with 
| Harry Fromkes, owner of the Play- 
house. Latter swore he never gave 
Jelin any agreement indicating the 
rental, but Leventhal 
and Traube say Jelin showed them 
a paper signed by Fromkes and they 
believed the deal was consummated. 
Involved were “A Goose for a Gan- 
| der,” which stopped Saturday (3), 
and “The Stranger,” which opens at 
| the Playhouse next week. 
| Herbert Levien was attorney for 
the Krellberg coterie, Jelin’s counsel 
including Louis Nizer and Green- 
baum, Wolf & Ernst. 

Incidentally, suit by Jelin to oust 
| “Trio” from the theatre has been set 
for trial Feb. 15 by N. Y. Supreme 
' Court Justice Bernard L. Shientag. 


| “mythical” 


| opened on Saturday, Jan. 2%, 


that | 


the | 


‘Central Park’ 486 in Ist Wk., Will 
Do 526, Tops B way; 


Payoff in 4 Wks. 


By JACK PULASKI 


Mike Todd, who has climbed 


| steadily as a legit producer during 
| the past several years, has delivered 


the New York season’s musical b.o. 
topper, “Up in Central Park.” Show 
ana on 
the following Monday (29), day of 
the second performance, a big line 


formed at the Century (originally 
Jolson’s), adjacent to Central Park. 
Though the show didn’t get a 100° 
ress t as quickly evident that 
Park as in Its first week saw 
e ( bounce to the top of the 
takings of almost $48,500 
I ossible for the ross to ap- 
| te $52,000 Attendances vas 
for the first week i pal 
< c on a p ( - 
a l f< { ( tere e 
Sho $6 top and the normal night- 
apacity is around $6,700, while 
on Saturdays vhen the scale goes te 
$7.20. the take is $1,000 more Same 
ticket prices pertain to “Seven Live- 
ly Arts which led Broadway up to 
the time “Park” arrived. That's just 
what Todd prayed for, and he and 
Billy Rose, who did “Arts,” continue 
to walk « different ides of any 
treet 
Fac that he planted mi t 
r only reason that qu hie the 
pectacul: showman for ; rger 
it, if hell wear it He craftily 
booked “Park” into the Century on 
rental basis, and no matter how 
much the show grosses, the Shu- 
berts can only get $9,000 per week, 
and they must pay fo’ the stage- 
hands and their share of the musi- 
cians. The rental deal means that 
show's profit is between $21,000 and 
$25,090 weekly, the operating nut 


ing modest, as there are‘no names 
requiring particularly big salaries in 
the show Nor is there a name 
stager getting royalty. 


And that ise eo), . ail pig pee 
tion is mostly drops, cleverly deviFeu 
by Howard Bay from color pictures 
in a book of Currier and Ives prints, 
So the production outlay is estimat- 
ed at less than $115,000, and at the 
rate the show is going that will be 
paid off within a month. Production 


nut is less than half the cost of 
Todd's “Mexican Hayride” (Majes- 
tic) and about 30% less than his 


“Catherine Was Great” (Mae West). 
Latter attraction is a straight show 
which still isn’t out of the production 
red but is faring exceptionally well 
on the road and will soon be on the 


right side of the ledger. Proving 
that the “Park” production isn't as 
heavy as it looks, there are but 21 


men M the crew, exceptionally low 
for a musical (‘straight play produc- 
tions require neaply as many deck- 
hands backstage). 
2 Adverse Notices 
| There were two adverse notices 
| on “Park,” .in the Times and PM. 
Both Lewis Nichols (Times) and 
Louis Kronenberger (PM) have been 
|at the top of the “Variety” critics 
toxscore. 
| Todd's party at the Tavern on the 
|Green in Central Park after the 
| debut show is still the talk of the 
town. The fabulous evert has been 
- e F narties 














2 is: aa 








ee asa oe Casement Simos om SELON 

given by the late Diamond Jim 
Brady. Todd wouldn't say what the 

| check was, and Jim Colligan, his 


general manager, merely remarked 


(Continued on pzge 91) 


‘KISS’ SETS AUSSIE 
RECORD, 52 WEEKS 


Melbourne, Jan. 21. 
“Kiss and Tell,” F. Hugh Herbert's 
comedy still running in New York, 
closed at J. C. Williamson's Comedy 
theatre here recently after a run 
of 52 weeks, to set an all-time record 

for a legit production in Australia. 
“The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,” 
with Edwin Styles, has succeeded 
|*Kiss,” and seems set until mid- 
| March, when “Blithe Spirit” will re- 





|place. “Voice of the Turtle” wili 
then follow. 
All are N. Y.-originated shows, 


| “Voice” being a current hit, too. 


New Road ‘Spirit’ 

A Coast production of “Blithe 
Spirit,” with Gladys George, Regin- 
ald Denny and Lillian Harvey, orig- 
inally set for Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, will now go on road. 

Tour set for 12 weeks, opening 
Feb. 12 in Salt Lake City, with 
bookings as far east as Detroit and 
Buffalo. Producer is Harold Young, 
formerly general manager for Homer 
Curran in Frisco. 
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Foolish Notion 


New Haven, Feb. 2. 
Theatre Guil production of comed m 
wee acts by Philip Barry Stars Tallula! 
anihead feuture Henry Hull Donald 
ook, Aubrey Mather Directed by John ¢ 
filaon; setting and lighting by Jo Mielair 
roduction utde persona Supervision 
‘heresa Helburn and Lawrence Langner; 
pace aie produce) Armina Marshall 
pened at Shubert theatre, New Llave 
Fe ~ °45: $%.60 top 
Bor Wing Tallulah Rar 
lupp Huaps i Kk hep 
Flore I» Rar! 
{3 d toa I> a ( 
rose Mildr 
H \ 
His y 
Jin 
nh » B " ne 0 
a combinat ) ility and 
tha Ye able 1 ’ 
mnie } bh int 
< | I i 
) ly simple tl 
. in a Barry hes go 
off the deep « n expressing . 
self \ fact and fancy. That the 
lunge has taken him into hot wate 
was evidence by the mixed recep- 
tion accorded the play's premiere 
With proper revision, he can extri- 
cate himself to the extent of deliver- 


ing a worthwhile boxoffice and lt- 
erary contribution “Notion” ha 
many absorbing features that can be 
enhanced with sage development 
Plot 1 illy if one-act | pO 

tio . is ere XDA ed 1 >a i 

lenegt script by the insertion of a 
geries ot meditative sequences con- 
cerning four of the plays major 
characters. A distinct cleavage be- 
tween the two elements is a present 
stumbling-block that will require 


clarification before the play 
proper appeal 

Play staris off as the orthodox un- 
raveling of a story laid in the home 


can hind 





of celebrated actress, Sophie Wing, 
torn between love for her acting 
partner. Gordon Roarke, and the 
memory of} husband, Jim Hap- 
good. why had entered war service 


— in whieh. he Jaad bcen reported miss- 


eve of her announcé@omerriae 


Roarke, Hapgood indicates by way 
of a mysterious message that he is 
still alive and will show up within 
the hour. 


It is here that the play takes on its 
decidedly unorthodox presentation 
by submitting musings on the part of 
Roarke. Sophie, her father, and her 
adopted daughter as to what will 
transpire when Hapgood arrives. The 
fact that the actual appearance 
Hapgood does not coincide with the 
four figments adds interest to the 
play's finale. 

Cast is given excellent dialog, com- 
bining humor, drama and whimsy. 


cellent plane. Tallulah Bankhead’s 
Sophie depicts a character of innate 
talent who can never quite get away 
from the fact that she is an actress. 
The latitude of her role is capably 
expressed in scenes ranging from 
tender maternal outpourings @ bit- 
ing verbal duels. It’s a good part for 
her. Henry Hull, Donald Cook and 
Aubrey Mather all measure up to 
their featured billing, playing, re- 
spectively, Hapgood, Roarke and So- 
phie’s father. Twelve-year-old Joan 
Shepard sparkles as the daughter, 
giving adult intelligence to her in- 
terpretation. Marion Manton has 
: little opportunity to emulate the 
i ta'ents of her mother, Marlene 
, Dietrich, but she contributes con- 
viction to a minor role. Barbara 
Kent and Mildred Dunnock both play 
dial parts satisfactorily to complete 
ar, cfficient cast. 

*taging of “Notion” has not been a 





EPL OO 


erally good directional effort but still 
has major 
Setting of a library is outstanding. 


pe MEGA! core Par oes ust Opsthe, (hh 
f t astaak 


of | wart young lawyer tries, at the risk | 


which is delivered on an equally ex- | 


si:aple matter. It represents a gen- 


obstacles to overcome. 








WANTED 


to purchase, second- d electrical 


equipment including mmer boards, 
50 to 100 Leko lights, stage tgs 
v ° 
weaken 


ing equipment. Write, 


te Box 2358, Variety, 1 
New York is, N. v. 

















Plays Out of Town 


Complicated lighting has not yet 
{reached ultimate polish in the over- 


all important part it plays. This is 
due more to clarification than tech- 
nical deticiencies Boue 
Signature?! 
Boston, Jan. 31. 

l = r Lloret Willard pre 
Yu ! ir acts) b hl } 
eed al ry by Melvill j 

mn by Ro tlarm 
tr ¢ in \ he Wil 1 
| 45: $3 
! i i 
‘I \ 
l 
| i 
ty 
4 } 
\ ‘ | 
\ Ne i 
> Jolt Ni ‘ 
I Greg R ' 
i Pag Sp 
\ Bru a 
I l’ : le 
Coby N 
4 rt I hk 
D Cl hu 
» a rR ‘ = 1a 
‘ } ce Faber 
Ed Cus! ul 
( in KR 
\ MoM 
yrite nuthin’,” croaks Aunt 


Sovhie in | wth McFadden’s new 


lay t makes fer troubles.” Aunt 
Sophie is referring to wills and thing: 
like that. but she might well have 
been referring to dramatists who de- | 
vote the first act of their plays telling 
the audience whodunit, the second 


act telling the cast whodunit, and the 


third telling everybody that it wasn’t | 


nice for anybody to havedunit. 

Few thrillers in recent seasons have 
created the atmosphere, the tension 
and the suspense that “Signature!” 
loes in its opening five minutes—and 
few have thereafter dissolved into a 
more depressing morass of Civic Bet- 
rment speeches and thriller cliches. 
2 hier Lfowee how the story can be 
properry’ te<treated here to achieve 
consideration, beyond its merits as a 
production. 

After establishing a sinister at- 
mosphere in the public rooms of a 
Tidewater Virginia courthouse in the 
1850s when’ “the night comes alive” 
to torment a judge who has obviously 
committed murder, the story sets 
\forth the waiting of a young couple 
indicted for the crime while a stal- 


of his career, to get at the truth of 
the killing. 

srettable memory, the main problem 
is how to trap the criminal in view 
1- 


to block every effort. In this case he 
is made to preside over a hearing 
attended by representative citizenry 
and, in an avalanche of feverish ora- 
| tory dedicated to the proposition.that 
/it is the American prerogative to 


tray their trusts, the judge is indicted 
for murder. ’ 
Before he is, however, there is 
much barking of hound dogs, chir- 
ruping of katydids, scraping of trees 
against the courthouse, flashing of 
lightning bugs, clanking of barred 
doors, creaking of doors and floors, 
and shouting of people offstage, for 
which latter purpose the large cast 
is best designed. All this may be in- 
teresting as an isolated phenomenon, 
but unfortunately it has no relation 





{whatever to the even “puriidy fu” 


|} upon the stage. 

| The production, which is to say the 
set and costumes, are effective pic- 
torially but the acting, except in 
|minor character sketches, is never 
| quite suitable aside from the fact 
that nobody speaks with a suggestion 
/of a Southern accent. There is, in 
| short, little enough illusion or sus- 
| pense in the narrative itself, but even 
ess in the realization of it. Elie. 





Simon Wolf Bankrupt 
Listing $14,059 as liabilities, Simon 
Wolf, yiddish legit actor, filed a vol- 
untary petition in bankruptcy Mon- 
day (5) in N. Y. federal court. 














As in “No Way Out” of recent re- |! 


of the fact that he is in a position | 


break its public servants if they be- | 





Play on Broadway 








Alice ir Arms 


Choate & Elkins production of three-act 

comedy (one seene) by LL. and M. Bush- 

tekete and Sidney Sheldon. Staged by Jack 

Daniel setting designed | trederick Fox; 

oper National, N. Y., Jan. 31, '43; $3.60. 

AIKO. . .eccccececccce Johnnie Venn 

\ Macveccece . Liusse N. Morrison 

'» Yc vccosocceccccccecons Florence Shirley 

RUE. ccvccccccccencecsoses -Pegey Conklin 

oc peceseecedeeeses Judith Abbott 

Blo O.cvesecse TEeTTT TT Darthy Hinkley 

Wirrlter., wccccscccces . Roger Clark 

0) e casease Tom MeFKlhany 

lrivate ‘ ° Je Vincent 

B PeeVaees icc tasews lt 1 Coogan 

Kirk Douglas 

[ves 

rt 

\ . i 

© of town this pla is called 

Star in the Window” but under any 

an unfinished product 

Alice seems to have just missed 

Thi 1uthors worke m the play 

to work in a fair vol- 

» of giggles but the story is some- 

what incoherent with the result that 

i corking setting depicting two floors 

of a Pa. home goes to waste. Fred- 

erick Fox did alright with that de- 
ien 


Cast is headed by Peggy Conklin. 
She plays Alice, a WAC just returned 


intending to settle down as the wife 
of Walter, a nice enough fellow but 





|garet.. 
| he loathes are those who outshout him. . 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


March issue of the American magazine has a story by Jerome 
titled “Silence Is Not Golden,” sub-head being “Exuberant John 
is a national institution. He’s made millions as a playwright and 
and will sing his ‘Poor Butterfly’ for you at the drop of a hat.” 
describes him as “one of the most remarkable men in America 
year-old, gay, garrulous .. . his close friendships extend to artists Writerc 
publishers, presidents of corporations, admirals, generals, advertising a 
utives and from Mayor La Guardia and Bernard Baruch to hie bese 
and back again to President Roosevelt and the Hoovers, Herbert a 7 
Edgar... he calls his wife May .. . not darling because her name is M . 

. he’s the life of every conference and party . the only tole 


. One thing he wants on his tomb. 


Beatty 
Golden 
producer 

Beatty 

: oa 


stone is "He was the first man to give free tickets to servicemen’ that 
starting in the last war As to his many charities, Golden is quoted be 
ing he 1 sucker to give money away.” But he does i 

“Hope For the Best,” William McCieery comedy, opening at Fulto y 
tonight (7), had complicated going on its out-of-town tryout lias sonal 
New Haven three days, Washington, Baltimore and Pittsburgh one . eek 
each, and Boston two weeks Mare C mnelly, co-produce also listed as 
director, is reported to have quit after Baltimore run, plav being directed 
last thre eeks in Pittsburgh and Boston by c -preducer Jear Dal ymople 
who is a press agent. Connelly believed to have been in New York all 
that time. Two cast members, both of whom received excellent notices out 
of town, were replaced in surprise moves, Mercedes McCambri lige by 


Jane Wyatt, Edmon Ryan by Jack Hartley. Wyatt move obviously made 
for “name draw. Ryan last minute change (he withdrew Saturday (3) i, 


Boston) reported because he refused to play part as director wish al 


though performance well received everywhere 
° ; 7 . 
home and about to leave the service, | 


Dennie Moore is leaving “Seven Lively Arts,” Ziegfeld, N.Y 


elie 


Viti 
her assignments in the Billy Rose revue are not important enough Miss 
Moore handed in her notice for same reason when “Arts” plaved Philadel- 
phia, but agreed to continue until the show was set 

Wolfe Kaufman has resigned as press agent for “Arts,” being thi ond 
Rose staffer to walk recently, Bob Milford having withdrawn Saturday 
| (3). Kauf, ex-“Variety,.” also shaved off his mustache. There were com- 


rather a stuffed shirt. But along 
comes Steve, a GI she had met in 
Pal and since he has no place to 
stay, Alice’s ma puts him up. Of 
course, it works out that Steve is the 
boy who has a lease on her heart, 
and there’s no lending it to anyone 
| else 

Miss Conklin is a likeable actress 
but this time doesn't get the best of 
the story. She looks rather smart 
in her uniform. Kirk Douglas is the 
smiling soldier who wins the girl, | 
turning in a fair performance gen- 
erally. Florence Shirley, who has 


| been in Hollywood for some time, is 
ivery good as the mother: G. Albert 
Smith makes a small part stand out. 
In a season so fecund with suc- 
i cesses, plays must be considerably 
i better than average to get across. 
“Average” is the rating of “Alice.” 
Ibee. 
(Wihdrawn after 
| four days.) 


Saturdai (3) 


Varsity Show 


Hep to the Beat 
(MASK AND WIG, U. OF PA.) 


Philadelphia, Feb. 5. 
Mask and Wig Club (Un ty of Pa. 
ction of its 57th annual musical show 

| log and two acts (nine scenes): musk 
i h ations and vocal arraungements by 
1 Clas \ Boland; be b barrell Smith 
wit technical assistance from Darrell 
Sm Jr.. U.S.N.R.: lyri Boland and 
Ss dancing chorus directed by Pete 
Conlow: cast under direction of Jack Gor- 
dl singing chorus coached by Francke 
Morley; costumes by Angelo Pinto; orches 
tra conducted by Joseph F. Follmann, Jr.; 
entire production under supervision of J. 
| erguson Mohr. Opened at Erlanger the- 

itre, Philadelphia, Feb. 5, ‘45; $4.50, 


It’s tough that this particular pro- 
duction of the famous Wiggers won't 
be allowed more of a career. Show 
is generally conceded to be up with 
the club’s very best, which is all the 
more amazing inasmuch as 35 out of 
the 55 programmed in either cast or 
chorus of “Hep to the Beat” are list- 
ed as either V-12 students, Navy 
R.O.T.C. or veterans and as such were 
| limited in rehearsal times. Veteran 
showmen who saw the _ invitation 





Sunday afternoon (lst time in Wig- 
gers’ history) expressed wonderment 
jand complete admiration. Number 
}and choral rehearsals went on all 
Sunday night and Monday with first 
| public show as smooth as any in long 
| more-than-half-century history. 
| Although transportation difficulties 
las well as inability of the boys to 
get long enough leave for usual Mask 
and Wig travels will cut out the tour, 
there is one feature of “Hep” which 
will get plenty of attention, via radio 
| and discs and sheet music, and that’s 
| the score by Dr. Clay A. Boland, now 
'a lieutenant-commander in the Navy 
stationed at Annapolis. Boland’s 
'score here is superlative. 


Outstanders are undoubtedly “Out 
of Sight,” “G.I. Joe from Kokomo,” 
'“Escape Me Never,” and “I’ll Teach 
'You How to Play the Boogie- 
| Woogie” with “Good Night” and 
i“All the World Will Smile Again” as 
runners-up. Then there's a typical 
Mask and Wig topical comedy num- 
iber (“It Ain't Hildegarde”), which 
|spoofs Mrs. Roosevelt's traveling pro- 
|clivities in numerous and not-too- 
venomous verses. In addition, there 
are several other possible dark horses 
(including “Hep to the Beat” itself) 
and a couple of march fragments. 
However, “Escape Me Never” (bal- 
lad) and “Boogie Woogie” ‘(just what 
you'd figure it, but very cleverly 
worked up and presented) seem to 
get the most nods. They're both in 
Act II. Most commercial producers 
could grab such a score as Dr. Boland 
has written without batting an eye- 
lash. 

Otherwise, show is typical Mask 
and Wig, with the famed dancing 
chorus, both men and “gals,” wowing 
the house repeatedly with some 
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plaint 

Milford is en route to Hollywood to become production assistant to his 
on the 20th-Fox lot 
Milford, 


cousin, George Jessel, 
for time Mrs 
panies him 


It's an assignment he has sought 


some who is Effie Afton professionally, accom- 


“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,”’ 
Saturday 


which closed a long run at the Booth, N.Y, 
(10) is laying off this week and next before going to the road. 


| Cast will receive salary for the two-week layoff, Equity not having been 


| 
| 
| 
| 


vo Streit, suR ett’ 


asked to make a concession in that Drama made excellent 
throughout a stay that was punctuated last summer by a vacation 
Reud and Paul Czinner produced, but it’s understood J J 


a 50° interest. 


respect. profit 
Robert 


Leventhal owns 





Femme lead in “Mrs. Carrolts” is EtisibettrBeraitet this, Sai svee eine 


staged “The Overtons,”’ which opened at the Booth last night (6). Because 


of the dual assignment Miss Bergner desired a respite before touring, and 
that went for others in the cast, too. 





The battle between Fortune Gallo and Peter Mazza, wealthy Cleveland 
coal man, over $10,000 supposed to have been deposited with Equity to 


guarantee salaries of a proposed operetta company, has shifted to Cleve- 
land, where the revivals were to have been played. Each put up coin, 
a certified check being sent to Equity by Mazza. Then the would-be 


partners had differences, and after they slapped writs on each other, pay- 
ment on the check was stopped 

Gallo filed suit in Cleveland for $6,000 against the coal dealer, saying he 
posted that amount of the guarantee coin. Mazza counter-sued for $25.000 


| alleging breach of contract 





John Wildberg, associated with Cheryl Crawford in many enterprises, 


| also made a statement in Philadelphia recently (as did Mike Todd), threat- 


ening never to bring another tryout to the Quaker city. Wildberg was 
angry at reception given Crawford’s “Tempest” when it tried out there 
recently, all four daily critics giving play unfavorable notices. Todd had 
burned at two morning crix for treatment to “Central Park.” “Tempest” 
well received in New York. 





The War Dept. has been apprised that when “Winged Victory” plays 
Washington in March, the service show will have to pay the Nationa] the- 
atre musicians, who will be laid off for a service band. When “This Is 
the Army” played here, Musicians union, Local 161, dipped into its treas- 
ury and paid the musicians $880 rather than have any fuss. Under its 
contract with the National theatre, musicians must be paid whenever & 
theatrical performance is engaged on the stage. 


at 


pans, usbich gave the.command performance” on _ 
Sunday, Jan. 28, at the National theatre, Washington, will probably earn 
more than “Voice of the Turtle.” Last year’s show got almost $3,000 profit, 
and this year the receipts are expected to reach $3,500. “Dear Ruth” come 
pany contributed $500 towards the running expenses. It was an inexpene- 
sive show toc handle, only 10 in the company, traveling with two stage- 
hands, 


Richard Basehart, lead in “Hasty Heart” (Hudson, N.Y.), explains mas- 
tery of Scotch brogue he uses in play. Ohio-born actor states he picked it 
up at semi-pro Hedgerow theatre, Rose Valley, Pa., when he rehearsed 
for a Scottish play for four months. Show was never produced. 
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not himself a Wigger. A very visible 
improvement to be noted this year 
is the work of the singing chorus. ‘os 


This group was coached this year by 
Francke Morley, well-known local 
teacher and another who is not a 
Wigger. 

The settings are not as elaborate 
as in some years—which is quite un- 
, derstandable—but very decorative 
‘and easy on the eye, and the cos- 
jtumes are ditto. Story by Darreil 
| Smith (with assist from his navy 
son) is above Club’s recent average, 
with scenes running from New York, 
via plane to India. Quite a lot of the 
|action takes place in a native tem- 
ple in Swoboda. All this allows for 
use of G.I.’s, sailors, airmen, natives, 
USO entertainers among the players. 

Among student principals, Alfred 
Price and G. Robert Stallfort as 
heroine and hero, respectively, are 
outstanding, with bows deserved for 
G. Wayne Gallagher (who sings the 
“It Ain't Hildegarde” ditty for plenty 
of encores), John F. Mulcahey, as a 
“middle-aged comedienne,” and Ed- 
ward Hoffman, who clicks potently 
in the “Boogie-Woogie” number. A 
trio of crooners, Andrews Sisters’ 
pattern, and several remarkable ada- 








tricky evolutions nicely routitied b 
Pete Conlow, local dance director bet 


gio dancers feature the specialists’ 
ranks. Waters. 


other dist’nguvished plays 
SONG OF BERNADETTE 
TOMCRROW THE WORLD 
LOST HORIZON - HIGHLAND 
FLING - EVE OF ST. MARK - BEST 
FOOT FORWARD - FEATHERS IN 
A GALE - MRS. MINIVER - GREAT 
BIG DOORSTEP KITTY 
FOYLE - HOUSE WITHOUT A KEY 
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ANGELS 


The backers of Broadway shows. 
Nemes, addresses, amounts they 
invested in previous plays. The first 
complete research in this field. 
Indispensable te producers. 

$25 Per Volume 


LEO SHULL, Editor 
$380 Wart S00 Sirens, thew Vers 
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Broadway 


Stage Door Canteen 
third anni March 2. 

Jane Wyman, Warner star, has re- 
turned to the Coast, 

Raoul Walsh, Warner director, in 
New York from Coast. 

Lewis Harmon agenting “Deep Mrs. 


Sykes.” now rehearsing. 
“Joyce Allen has joined southern 
company of “Junior Miss.” 
Vincent La ence, Metro writer, 
leaves N. Y. for the Coast, Feb. 12 
yagsters are calling the N.Y.A.C 


the “New York Alcoholic Club.” 

Edith Faversham recovering from 
recent major operation at Lenox Hill 
hospital 

Cass Adams co 
Oo agall, hile 

Hollywood 

Will Morrissey around with aid of 
cane after being horizontal with gout 
and ticker trouble. 

Bill Castle in from Coast to stage 
“Star Spangled Widow,” going into 
rehearsal next week. 


mning in the Miu 
Bob Considine is 


Irving Pincus succeeded Bob Mil- | 


ford as company manager of “Seven 


Lively Arts,” Ziegfeld. 

John Steinberg, of the Hillcrest 
country club, returning to Coast 
after looking over the shows. 

Larry Wiener heads the Pionee1 
Advertising Corp., legit advertising 
subsidiary-of Kayton-Spiero agency. 

Leo J. McCarthy, PRC sales chief, 
off for Coast over weekend for hud- 
dies with Leon Fromkess, company 
prexy. 

Joseph V. Connolly, head of King 
Features, enters a hospital today 


(7), his 50th birthday, for a general 
check-up. 

H. M. (Doc) Doherty, head of War- 
ner exchange auditing operations, hit 
25 years of service with Warners last 
Thursday (1). 

Hotel Somerset 
year because of 


bar, 


prostitution and 


bookmaking charge, reopening under | marriage to Thomas W. Warner, Jr.. 


new management. 

Kay Kenny's story, “7 Men On a 
\ about breaking into 
radio in Journal-American’s mag sec- 
tion, attracted attention. 

Harold Leonard, former 
leader, who underwent operation for 
thyroid troubie by Dr. Isaac Goesch 
last week, recuping at home. 

Joseph H. Moskowitz, 20th-Fox v.p. 
and eastern studio rep, back in N. Y. 
after three-week huddle on the Coast 
with Joe Schenck and Darryl F. Za- 
nuck. 

Harold Stehli is treasurer of 
record number of assistants being 
Harry Bedell, Bob McCall and Fred 
Gasnia. 

Harold Rodner, Warner Bros. exec 
in N. Y., has been appointed trustee 
of the Association of Jewish Children, 
organization formed to take care of 
underprivileged children, 

Leon & Eddie's released Johnny 
Thonfpson, Blue network singer, 
when Thompson, who has four 
broadcasts a week, found it difficult 
to keep up heavy schedule, 

Hugh Rennie, Grace Carnay, Jona- 
than Harris, Louise Larrabee and 
Marie Kenney now playing legiter 
“Personal Appearance” for USO- 
Camp Shows in New Guinea. 

Col. Frederick L. Herron, for- 
merly foreign manager for the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
tors Assn., is back with the associa- 
tion, handling foreign details. 

Terry Lewis (Mrs. Hubbell Robin- 


RR ST RE ere Howell, MreHal. 


Horne, _Larry Adler, Lily Emmet 
among investors in John Moses-Mark 
Hanna-Herman Shumlin’s play, 
“Uncle Sugar.” 

Radie Harris’ Blue network pro- 
gram of interviews witht guest celebs 
is NOW emanating from the Cotillion 
Room of the Hotel Pierre, where 
each week a “Cinderella” who has 
never met a celeb is invited to lunch 
with the guest of honor. Lawrence 
Tibbett is set for Saturday (10), 
Franchot Tone Feb. 17. 


Hollywood 


_Rick Vallin became an American 
citizen. 
Vera Hruba Ralston laid up with 
bronchitis, 
Constance Moore on her feet after 
pneumonia. 
Cary Grant to Florida for a tour of 
Army hospitals. 
Vicki Baum relapsed after partial 
recovery from flu. 
The Arthur S. Lyonses heading 
east in two weeks. 
_ Trem Carr, film producer, hospital- 
ized for a checkup. 
Eileen Percy (Mrs. Harry Ruby) 
out and about again. 
_ Joe Frisco and Charley Foy soak- 
ing. up sun at Palm Springs. 
. J. Mannix to Phoenix for a rest 
cure under doctor’s orders. 
Jimmy Wakely to Oklahoma to en- 
tertain the State Legislature. 
rles Grapewin’s hotel room 
robbed of $542 and cigarettes. 
Edgar Bergen and Charlie Mc- 
Carthy returned from New York. 
Joan Bennett returned to 20th-Fox 
ufter two weeks’ absence with flu. 
, Wallace Beery to Akron, O., for 
ve premiere of. “This Man's Navy.” 
Marvin Schenck, Metro’s eastern 
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|} dock manse, 
| plaées. 

the } 

Century (“Up in Central Park”), his | whose 


| ness. 


son, Flame Room 





talent exec, in town for studio hud- 

dles. 

Jake Wilk, eastern story exec for 

B, to Ojai to huddle with John van 

Druten. 
Victor Samaan, general Near East 


rep for PRC, in town for studio 
huddles. 
Carol House, legit actress, di- 


vorced Anthony A. Pabian, cartoon 
animator. 

James M. Cain returned to his 
vriting after visiting his mother in 
Baltimore 


Dora Luz, Mexican film | star, 
checked in for screen and stage ap- 
pearances, 

George Palomeque, Mexican bull- 


ring Operator, gandering show biz 
1 Hollywood 

Police commission 
Holly 


OY sery 


closed 


icemen 

North, ill for 
giving up his producer 
Republic. 

George Glass aiding Charlie Dag- 


tobert 
iS reported 


post at 


gett in lining up exploitation for 
Cagney productions. 

Dale Evans and Adele Mara to 
| Mexico City for the National Mo- 


|} tion Picture Festival. 


Nate studio 


Co- 


Spingold, continuing 
huddles with Harry Cohn on 
lumbia’s future program. 
Carlton Alsop, the radio producer, 
was held up two weeks trying to get 


|} accommodations back east. 


Poodles Hanneford, veteran circus 
clown, bought a ranch in San Fer- 
nando Valley and may abandon the 
big top. 

Mervyn Freeman, released from 
overseas Office of War Information 
duties, is returning to newsreel 
camera work. 

Pat O’Day, maitre d’ of the Beach- 
comber, is the son of Anne Caldwell, 
librettist of some of Jerome Kern’s 


|} earlier shows. 
closed for a} 


Anne Sterling, screen starlet, ob- 
tained an annulment of her Mexican 


war plant exec. 
Sgt. Robert Pirosh, former screen 
writer reported missing in action 


last week, turned up safe in a U.S.A. 
; rest camp in Luxembourg. 
orch | 


The 1,500-capacity Earl Carroll 
nitery continues to gross $35,000 
weekly average, nets between 10-12G, 
and last year made a $400,000 profit. 

Irving Mills stages fabulous jam 
sessions at his soundproof home in 
Beverly Hills. It’s the old J. J. Mur- 
one of the local show- 


Bob (House of) Murphy, ex-vauder 
eatery is one of the better 
chophouses here, recuping from ill- 
Brought on by too much diet. 
Got 40 lbs. off. 

Capt. Harlan Thompson here for 
a quickie week’s visit with his wife, 
Marian Spitzer, who is working on 
the Marilynn Miller story at WB. 
Back east this week. 

Ted Saucier plans a fancy on-stage 
cocktailery to celebrate completion 
of “Weekend at the Waldorf” (Ar- 
thur Hornblow, Jr.-Metro produc- 
tion). Saucier, p.a. for Waldorf, as- 
sisted in the scripting. - 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
Horowitz concert a nwt 
Dolores Lundquist, O booker, 
ailing. 
Murtah Sisters into Hotel Radis- 
with Melody or- 


2 leew ne 





chestra. 

Archie Zacherl, veteran Universal 
booker, in University hospital after 
heart attack. 

Alec Templeton 
Sunday afternoon 
Auditorium. 

Harry Hirsch, burlesque operator, 
in Chicago in quest of talent for his 
stock season at Alvin. 

Greater Minneapolis 
bringing in Jose Iturbi for Sunday 
concert at Auditorium. 

Twin Cities getting two big ice 
shows, “Ice Capades” and “Ice Fol- 
lies,” within month of each other. 

Bakery sponsor presented Cedric 
Adams, Star Journal columnist, with 
birthday cake 4nd $100 war bond to 
celebrate his sixth anniversary as 
its radio newscaster. 

Leo Murray has four attractions 
spotted into Lyceum for this month 
—Veloz & Yolanda, “Ramshackle 
Inn,” Shuberts’ “Merry Widow” and 


playing return 
engagement at 





return engagement of “Kiss and 
Tell.” 
Pittsburgh 
By Ha! Cohen 
Conrad (Doc) Cook, of the M-G 


office staff, headed for the Navy. 

Bill Green, nitery operator, took 
his Army physical last Saturday. 

Bob Prince's jaw three times nor- 
mal size because of surgical tooth 
extraction. 

Mary Martin's “One Touch of 
Venus” booked into Nixon for week 
of March 5. 

Jules Beck has gone to the Coast 
te manage an amusement arcade at 
Redondo Beach. 

Ruth Nirella will act Flora Robson 
role in Playhouse production of “The 
Damask Cheek: : 2 4 

Scott Keck, WCAE announeet; di- 





three | 
ood penny arcades frequented | 


three months, 





eed 





attractions 





recting Catholic Theatre Guild play- 
ers in a musical. 

Moe Sadwick has quit Henry 
Busse band and is home to go to 
work in war plant. 

Harry Thomas, Schenley manager, 
recouping in Atlantic City after 
—_ hospital siege. 

ural caricatures by Vernon Lind, 
of Pittsburgh Press staff, decorate 
new Duffy’s Tavern. 

Duke Hickey. field 
Hays office, will stay 
month or so on business 

Johnny Harris hosted group of Los’ 
Angeles sports editors at a Variety 
Club luncheon over the weekend. 

Natalie Core, announcer on Blue 
network’s “Listen to Women” pro- 
gram, a graduate of Carnegie Tech 
drama school. ° 


Will 
for a 


rep for 
here 


Chicage 


Phil Spitalny opens at the Oriental 
theatre Friday (9). 

Camellia House nked Skip | 
Farrell for added two weeks 

Carmen Cavallaro i1ked in for 
third week at the Chicago theatre. 

Bill Green, M-G p.a New York | 
on a “get-acquainted” tour of home 
office. 

Eddie Benkert, secretary of the 
Musician’s Union, vacationing § in 
Florida. 

“Glass Menagerie,” doing bang-up 
biz at Civic Theatre here, skedded 
to open at the Playhouse, N. Y., 
March 6. 

Len Gun, magician; Clark Dennis, 
former WBBM singer: and Johnny 


Sanna, dancer, are back after a year’s 
run on the Fox-hole circuit. 

“Big Sid” Catlett, Esquire poll’s 
choice for the world’s greatest drum- 
mer, joins jive crew at Joe Sher- 
man’s Garrick Lounge February 15. 

o 
Washington 

Sam Stratton is in town ahead of 

Mae West in “Catherine Was Great.” 


Potomac River line is already 
booking excursions for next sum- 
mer. 

Washington Community theatre 


has begun a drive to raise a $100,000 
sustaining fund. 
Variety Club 


will sponsor 











: Literati 








N. Y¥Y. Pest Editor Flavs Mowrer 

Edgar Ansel Mowrer’s column in 
N. Y. Post last week on “The Vati- 
can and Democracy” occasion 
for unsual reply by Post Editor Ted 


was 





| cause of Polish Government in Exile 


repressive. 


| when Post believed said government | 
| 


essentially 
said Thackrey, 


Intolerance is 
| tarian in 
hence they 


character. 
refuse to 


the attack on 


tnan 


Hence 


Mowrer, rather 


matinee of the “Ice-Capades” for the him 


benefit of its Welfare Fund. 
National Symphony Orchestra 

journeyed to Quantico last week to 

give a concert for the U. S. Marines. 


Mitzi Hajos, now production man. | 


ager for the Shuberts, was here 
Monday to see “The Merry Widow” 
get a send-off. 

Matt Mannix, orch leader at 
Gayety, and Mrs. Anna Mannix 
(Capitol box office). observed their 
27th wedding anni Feb. 5. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 
Casablanca is newest niterery here. 
Carmen Amaya and troupe big hit 

at the Teatro Iris at $10 (Mex) top. 

Pedro Vargas, Mexican radio tenor, 
boffo on his Havana and Central 
American tour. 

Mercedes Simone, Argentinian tan- 
gO songrtress, featured on semi- 
weekly program on station XEW. 

“The Daughter of the Regiment,” 
Mexican pic starring Mapy Cortes, 
grossed $8,000 (Cuban) during its first 
week in Havana. 

Miguel Contreras Torres, specialist 
in producing historical pix such as 
“Simon Bolivar,” feted by the indus- 
try on 25th anni as a producer. 

Local 2 (studio workers) of the 
National Cinematographic Industry 
Workers Union is building a hospital 
here for its members. It adjoins 
Clasa and Azteza, Mexico's two larg- 


est studios. 
Samuel Rossoff, New Y6rik™ @6ii-7" 


tractor who is doing much public 
work in Mexico, a backer of the re- 
cent Great American Circus here, 
dickering to bring the Great Ameri- 
can Ballet to Mexico. 








Obituaries 


Continued from page 47 


lowing an operation. For the last 20 
years he had been director of the 
Long Beach Municipal Band. 





Mrs. Bernice Jacobsen, 32, wife 
of Bert Jacobson, co-owner of Rio 
Cabana nitery, Chicago, died in Los 
Angeles, Jan. 29, where she had gone 
because of ill health. Survived by 
husband, parents, one sister and 
three brothers. 





John Young, 60, former advertis- 
ing agency head, died Feb. 2 in Hol- 
lywood, after an illness that w.used 
him to retire several years ago. Sur- 
viving is his widow, Norma Young, 
home economist for the Don Lee 
network. 





Perry Eaker, 78, former musician 
and band leader, died Feb. 2, in 
Utica, N. Y. For many years he was 
a band director in Little Falls. 





Earle Lemiay, 55, radio engineer 
and inventor of slow motion film 
process, died Feb. 1 at Burbank, Cal. 





dames Stanten Gladwin, 68, com- 
peger, died Jan. 30 in’ Hollywood, - 


;cury by 





Gives Pegler Works 


Westbrook Pegler, profiled in cur- ! 


(Feb.) issue of American Mer- 
John McCarten, comes in 
for sharp criticism, overall impres- 
|sion however being that of gentle 
| chiding of a bad boy. “His ideas to- 
|day are uniformly reactionary and 
| motheaten, but they are still potent,” 
|says McCarten. Refers to Pegler’s 
mind as “long on prejudice, short on 
logic, and as elusive in operation as 
the shell game.” 


rent 


adopted the carefree tactics of the 
Communists. “The notion that his 
position as a national commentator 
carries with it a certain responsibil- 
ity has apparently never occurred to 
him,” author states, adding that Peg- 
ler is “compelled by straightjacket 
of his belligerent style to maintain a 
carping attitude that is wearisome to 
observe day in, day out.” 

Story, lead article of the issue, is 
titled “Westbrook Pegler; Tough- 
Guy Columnist.” 





Distorted Latin-Am. News 


Guild Reporter Feb. 1 takes U. S. 
newspapers to task for ignoring mag 


article in December Inter-American . 


by Ray Josephs, ex-"Variety” mugg 
in Argentina, “Oi existing ~“isarde- 
quate, distorted” coverage of news 
between U. S. and Latin America. 
Josephs’ article, plus 
by Dr. Leo S. Rowe, Pan-American 





| Union head, was sent to 150 large 
dailies and wire services by Wallace 
Thorsen organization, but story was 
generally spiked. 


Josephs claims U. S. editors’ sole 
interest in Latin American news is 
sensational ‘stuff while American 
public really wants more  back- 
ground news, this neglect making 
for bad relations between hemi- 
spheres. 





CHATTER 


Bennett Cerf doing new column 
for Omnibook. 

Edwin S. Lauer in Hollywood on 
business for Ideal Publications. 

Sara Colton made music editor of 
This Month. She'll also do record re- 
viewing column. 

Helen Colton has been appointed 
Hollywood editor of Film and Radio 
Discussion Guide. 

Pete Martin, Satevepost staff 
writer, in Hollywood for a yarn 
about Lucille Ball. 

Colin Simpson, of Associated 
Newspapers of Australia, gandering 
Hollwood film studios. 

Hicks Coney left the Los Angeles 
Examiner to handle publicity for 
Pan American airlines. 

Roberto Cantu Robert, editor of 
Mexican Cinema Reporter, gander- 


Jog’ Hollywood studios. 





Jimmy Franklin readying his in- 


net and Esquire, due in 
this week to ogle studios 


totali- | 


suppress col- | 
| umnists’ views they find repugnant. 
But fascism is where you find it, even 
| in an idea from the pen of a foe of 
| fascism. 
one | 


uppressing | 


Increasingly in his | 

; 
column, states McCarten, Pegler has | 
| that 





endorsement | 5 , 
| “Bella” audience reaction 





structive book, “Song Writing Sime 
plified,” for publication 
David Smart, publisher of Coro- 


Hollywood 


|O. Thackrey in adjoining column. W. Thornton Martin on Roy 
Bitterly attacking Mowrer for his | Rogers’ San Fernando ranch, writ- 
accusation that the Vatican sup-| jing g piece about his host. 
ported fascism vs. democracy, Thack- | sees a aE ; 048 
rey called Mowrer’s discussion | Editor and Publisher froze its 1! “ 
“stupid” and “rhetorical” and said | circulation at present level last 
“Mr. Mowrer concludes his remarks| Week, due ta paper restrictions. 
|about Vatican policy with an intol- Niven Busch writing a novel of 
erant series of paragraphs designed the postwar era between film script- 
| to insult his fellow Americans of the} ing chores for David O Selz 
| Roman Catholic faith. We refuse to Ozzie Nelson is making : ok out 
|} Suppress, but we answe! \dventures of Ozzie am lore 
Thackrey pointed out Post's pol riet” for early summe publ on. 
on columnists. “We have fu Jud Baker ecked out W , 
mental responsibility of selecting our) gackery to fini nels . Green 
| associates.” Thereafter on o Ol Fire Is Bu , 7 
he says, “we provide space f Frank G ove “Te , 
| presentation of views which e re- ainieas ail as dite: Che ak : 
| pugnant to us, or even intolerant narket | ud ers F & Rine- 
| If the matter seems vital, we must}, "| 
) either suppress or answer. We pre- m1 : 
| fer to answer, suppression being the steve Fis er on leave of absence 
| greater evil.” Thackrey pointed out from RKO for two months to com- 
| that Dorothy Thompson's plea in re- plete a novel and start another 
| cent weeks for a soft peace for Ger- | 5€! ial. 
| many was repugnant to the Post, but Sophie Tuckers autobiog. “Some 
| they let her shed “her verbal tears| of These Days,” slated for publie 
|of compassion” even though Miss} sale March 29 under the Doubleday, 
| Thompson had been wrong before,| Doran banner 
| as when _ she claimed Germans M. M. Musselman reauired only 
| wouldn’t accept Hitlerism. The Post)two months to write and sel i. 
|} has: permitted Mowrer to plead| novel. “Wheels in His Head me 


Whittlesey House. 


Upton Close readying takeoff for 
Philippines to cover Gen. Mac- 
Arthur’s entry into Manila for Na- 
tional Newspaper Service, Chicago. 

John Paulus has resigned his edi- 
| torial berth on Pittsburgh Press, 


Scripps-Howard daily, to become as- 
sistant publisher of Brooklyn Eagle. 

Gladys Schmitt, Pittsburgh author, 
working on a second novel Her 
first, “Gates of Atreus,” was widely 


| praised but had only a limited sale. 


Mad ¥ eptet, eee! art eer ss and 
wife of a Pittsburgh physician now 


| serving overseas with the Navy as 
|}a lieutenant 


the 
this 


commander, rates 


cover and a feature interview 


| week in Bulletin-Index, Pittsburgh’s 
|class newsmag weekly. 














‘Central Park’ | 


} 





Continued from page 49 





the guy from Chicago didn’t 
care much about coin. But after 
lamping the champagne and pinch- 
bottle Haig and Haig all around the 
joint, one columnist estimated that 
the party cost 10Gs. 

Todd avers that he owns “Park” in 
entirety. It is reliably reported that 
he bought out whatever interest 
20th-Fox had previously by paying 
that film outfit $240,000 last week. 
Part of that sum was supposed to 
represent a 50% share of the show, 


he balance concerning other ad- 
| vances and picture deals. Todd is 


| one of several legit managers backed 


by 20th. 
Todd Calls Off “Bella” 
Incidentally, before he ducked to 


-the Coast Friday (2), Todd called off 


Arthur Kober’s “Bella's Got a Fella,” 
comedy which Elmer Rice directed. 
He saw a run-through and felt 
would be 
such that the customers would laugh 
at; rather than with, the characters. 

Todd has developed a propensity 


| for quick decisions, and it’s the sec- 


ond play he’s talked enthusiastically 
about then suddenly gated, the other 
being “According to Plan,” locale 
being a Nazi internment camp. 
Manager shrugged off the cost of 
putting shows into production, then 
giving ‘em the pitch, naming such 
flops on which he declared himself 
out as “Get Away, Old Man” and 
“Highland Fling” ‘a Saroyan deuce 
flopperoo). 


Kober’s play was first called “My 
Dear Bella.” Author came on from 
the Coast last year and ‘has been 
working on the script ever since. He 
was given quarters in the offices of 
John Golden, who amnounced its 
production. Golden finally relin- 
quished the play, because none of 
the script revisions was satisfactory 
to him. 


Todd's missien to Hollywood was 
to angle a deal for the filmization of 
Edna Ferber’s “Great Son,” a new 
novel, film rights for which he is 
reputed to have paid over $100,000. 
He will also seek players for “And 
Never Yield,” which is being drama- 
tized by Betty Smith, who authored 
“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” It will 
be Miss Smith's first bigtime fling 


at stage fare. 
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~—"“"(A MERICA"S" MOST SENSATIONAL 
Comedy “/eam! * 


« ” 


| To Bob Burns, Lever Bros., Ruthrauff & Ryan, and or 
paws Sam Pierce for 8 great weeks and a new 13 week : 

| contract on NBC’s “Bob Burns” Show. 

* 


To-FronloRe Bruni: for! starring us at your 
FLORENTINE GARDENS Hi, 








a, Hollywood, beginning February 4, in " 
>» "ECSTACIES OF ’45” 
(Produced by Frank R. Bruni) 4 





| ", j To Philco’s “Hall of Fame” for a coveted invitation. 

4 To Universal for a fine break in “Bowery to 4 

ayankh Broadway.” 4 
To MGM for a sensational part in “Harvey Girls.” . 

7 To Rudy Vallee and Mann Holiner for introducing 


a us on their “Drene Program.” 
, & 
- W 
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EDWARD |. FISHMAN 


| a Vie) Smad * MAC MAURADA 
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